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Village of Atwood, minutes

November 20, 2006

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

November 20, 2006

Village President Brian K. Lynch brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Steve Whisnant, Vevalee Smith, Shirley Schable and Fred Harshbarger.  Joe Dyer was recorded absent.
MINUTES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Smith.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

WATER & SEWER: Smith reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held on November 15th at 3 p.m. at the municipal building.  Chairman Smith, Harshbarger and Allen Romine were present.  Gene Greek was requested to attend to go over financial data.
Romine submitted reports on water and sewer for the month of October.  The current water project may begin in approximately ten days to two weeks.

Regarding the sewer plant, Romine advised that the village should be looking ahead to replacing valves, some being originals.  Costs were reviewed – approximate cost should be $15,000.  This will be presented to the village board.

The committee discussed the ongoing problem with Patient Equipment, regarding excessive run-off during heavy rains, into the sanitary sewer system.  Also, Patient is discharging oil into the sewer system.  The village board needs to deal with this problem.

Current tractor/mower needs to be replaced before next season.  Approximate cost of a John Deere tractor comparable to present tractor would be $18,000 - $20,000.  Suggestion made to look into a lease program.  After information has been secured, it will be presented to Board.  Bids should also be obtained.

Correspondence received from apartment owners, as well as trailer units in regard to their rates.  Multiple meters being charged from one meter and the rate structure being used.  The current rate structure has been in effect for many years.

FINANCE: Schable reported that the Finance, Personnel & Cable T.V. committee met Thursday, November 16th at 7 p.m.  Committee members present were Smith, Whisnant and Schable.  The bills for payment were reviewed.  Whisnant moved that they be approved for payment as presented; Smith seconded the motion and it carried.

The committee discussed the proposed tax levy for budget year 2006 - 2007.  A recommendation for review will be presented to the Board at the November meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.

POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly police department activity report for October 2006.  Patrol miles driven, 3,303; fuel used, 324.4 gallons; traffic stops, 69; warnings issued, 5; citations written, 80; police reports, 21; motorist assists, 3; traffic crashes, 3; DUI arrests, 2; juvenile complaints, 3; theft reports, 3; vandalism, 12; domestic disputes, 1; criminal arrests, 13; calls out of town, 4; fire/medical calls, 6.  Additional information: Assistant Chief Norman Moseley retired in October.  Moseley had over twenty-three years of service.  Part-time officer Kevin Mante has been hired as a full-time officer effective November 1, 2006.  On October 24th Chief Keenan attended a training seminar sponsored by the Illinois Attorney General’s office.  The seminar provided information on changes in the domestic violence laws, sex offender registration and management.  This report was submitted by Atwood Police Chief Michael Keenan.
STREET & ALLEY (SIGNS): Whisnant read the street & alley report in Dyer’s absence.  The Village of Atwood has received good news.  Jerry Schauf of the Piatt County Highway Department called and requested a list of all traffic signs used within the Village limits.  The Piatt County Highway Department has received a grant, and the money is to be distributed for sign replacement.  Rick Myers has compiled the attached list and submitted it to Schauf.  The Village will start replacing signs as needed as soon as they are received.  This grant is only to be used for traffic signs and not for replacement of street signs.  Dyer thinks this is a very important contribution to the Village.  Illinois Department of Transportation recently was in town and explained to Myers that some of the Village’s stop signs are in need of replacement because they do no not meet State requirements of size and reflectivity.  Dyer will try in the near future to have an estimate of costs that this will save the village.
STREET & ALLEY: Whisnant read the street and alley activity report submitted by Rick Myers for November 2006.  Cleaned and locked up park for the winter, picked up trash and limbs around town, installed barricade fence for sewer plant, ran water and sewer plants on the weekends, raked leaves uptown, cleaned up brush pile, leveled dirt on N. Wisconsin Street, worked on international tractor, installed fence between both street and alley buildings, moved bleachers for fall festival, assisted Romine on a lift station @ John Deere dealership, moved out furniture of Visitor’s Center for elections, used circle drag to reshape alleys, figured sign estimates for Piatt County Highway Department, hauled rock and spread on West Forest Avenue, ran water and sewer while Romine was on vacation, trimmed bushes from the Atwood Welcome sign and continuous cleaning of leaves from street gutters.  Myers installed cable up around sewer plant area.  The brush pile will be locked up from now on.  There is a key available to borrow at the village office and at the police station.
OLD BUSINESS:

TAX LEVY:
 Schable thanked Gene Greek for helping Schable to derive the figures for the tax levy.  General Corporate, police and Street lighting funds have maximum limits that can be levied for.  All salaries and benefits for employees working for the water and sewer department will be taken out of water and sewer funds.  Some water and sewer employee benefits had been taken out of the general fund.  This will free up more money in the general fund.  If the electric bills go up as anticipated the village is going to have to look at expenditures closely and ways to secure revenue for the electric increases.
AMBULANCE CONTRACT: The ambulance contract was received by the village in October.  The village then sent the agreement to village attorney Marsha Combs-Skinner.  Attorney Combs-Skinner sent a letter stating that there were no areas of concern within the contract, so the contract could now be signed by all parties.  Mayor Lynch would like to arrange a signing between all the entities.  This contract is for a total of five years.
APPOINT NEW TRUSTEE: Mayor Lynch recommends that Joe Streit fill his empty trustee seat until the new board takes over in May 2007.  MOTION: Smith made a motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendation of Joe Streit to fill the vacancy of trustee left by Lynch, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.  Lynch swore in Joe Streit to fill out the term of Brian Lynch as village trustee.

NEW BUSINESS:

CHRISTMAS NEEDY FUND: No action was taken.  It was stated that there was a successful auction held for the Christmas Needy Fund and a total of $5,000 was raised.

AMERENCILCO: Lynch reported that there could be an extreme increase in electric rates.  There will no longer be breaks for businesses.  There will be a new rate schedule with a set rate straight across the board.  The sewer plant’s cost for electricity could increase a total of $15,000 per year, water plant, $5,000 per year and St. Lighting could have a total of a $7,000 increase per year.  The village may have the possibility of purchasing electricity from an outside source at a cheaper rate but this is going to be a huge expense to the village if and when this takes effect.
CHRISTMAS BONUSES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to pay the same as last year (2005) for full and part time employees for a total of $1,000, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.  (Forgot to call role for Streit).

COMPUTER/NETWORKING: MOTION: Schable made a motion accept the bid of $3,099.98 from Netcare Internet Services for computer, printer, networking and labor, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried. 
FAX MACHINE: MOTION: Schable made a motion that the village purchases a fax machine not to exceed $150.00 with toner cartridge, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
TOM BREWER, S. MAIN APTS.: Tom Brewer, owner of the apartments located at 228 S. Main Street was present to complain about the water and sewer rate for the apartments.  Brewer feels that the rate is discriminatory towards apartments and trailers.  It was stated that for the village to change the rate it would have to amend the ordinance.  These rates have been in effect for a very long time (1992/1993).  Brewer feels rate not fair.  The water and sewer committee will meet the third Thursday of December and address this situation and report back to the village board at the December 18th board meeting.

REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to pay the bills as submitted, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Schable, yes; Streit, abstained; motion carried.  MOTION: Smith made a motion that payment of the October 2006 bills be approved, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Streit, abstained, motion carried.  

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

CHRISTMAS PARTY: The village board decided not to have a Christmas Party this year.

NEW YEAR’S EVE: New Year’s Eve falls on Sunday this year so the village should not receive any requests for being open or staying open later.

JAN. & FEB. VILLAGE BOARD MEETINGS: The Village will observe the Holidays in the year 2007 as stated in the village ordinances and hold the village board meetings in January and February on the Tuesday after the holiday at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  The village board requested that the village clerk post a calendar of the regular scheduled board meetings for the year 2007.

NEW BOARD: The new board members will be sworn in the first regular scheduled village board meeting in May 2007 after the April 17, 2006 consolidated election.

COMMITTEES: The village board decided that the committees would be left the way they are through the end of the fiscal year.  At that time the new board can decide if they want to change how the committees are set up.  Everyone on the current board liked the A & B committees’ concept but did not want to change in the middle of the fiscal year.

CIMOA MEETING: Harshbarger reported that he attended the CIMOA meeting held Thursday night at the Best Western Motel in Monticello, Illinois.  There was a speaker present from the Illinois State Attorney’s Office speaking on the Freedom of Information Act and the Open Meetings Act.  There was also a discussion on how a new proposed ethanol plant would affect the Mahomet Aquifer.  This is where the Village of Atwood and other area towns get their water supply from. 
ADJOURN: MOTION: Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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