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Village of Atwood, minutes

November 19, 2007

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

November 19, 2007

Village President Ronald E. Wallace brought the Village Board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Those present were Jim Tholen, Ken Clack, Gloria Litwiller, Joe Streit, Fred Harshbarger and Gene Greek.

MINUTES: MOTION: Greek made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2007 regular scheduled board meeting as presented, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

WATER & SEWER: Greek reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held November 15, 2007 at 5 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Clack, Greek – Chairman, Mayor Wallace, Allen Romine and Andy Hanfland of the Farnsworth Group. Tholen was absent.
Wastewater Treatment Plant: Work continues on the fabrication of the needed parts for the plant maintenance.  The scum box has been completed.  Work is beginning on the new weirs.

State Water Analysis Lab: The state lab in Champaign has been closed.  All Water samples must now be sent to Springfield either by messenger (UPS) or village delivery.  Problems may be encountered due to delays 1. Boil order lifting 2. Timely sample delivery.

Water and Sewer Department Operations: During the month of October 2007 the water department processed an average of 139,722 gallons of potable water per day and a total of 4,331,280 gallons of water were processed for the month.  The wastewater treatment plant operated within all I.E.P.A. standards for the month.

New Water Well: Initial contact has been made on behalf of the village with the owner of the property location suggested as the best site for new water well.  The reaction was favorable, and the next step in the process will be implemented.  The attempt to clean water well #2 will be done the week of November 26th.
Continuing Education: Romine attended a seminar on wastewater treatment in Monticello on November 15, 2007.  Romine has now earned the required continuing education points for maintaining his current licensure.
Granting Process: Andy Hanfland from the Farnsworth Group attended the meeting at the committee’s request to discuss in more detail the granting process and in particular the village’s participation in the process.  1. Hanfland discussed with the committee the data to be provided by the village to reduce cost.  The two-fold data to be developed by the village is an income survey of the customer base and a health and safety survey. 2. Hanfland also presented to the committee documentation concerning “Local Government Financing Alternatives” and “The New Threshold Criteria” to be followed in evaluating grant requests.  3. Also discussed was the time line for submitting grant requests.  The time submission for this year is by February 2008.  This date was judged to be too early to meet, so the village will begin next spring to meeting the following February deadline.  An engineering grant request was suggested as the proper starting point.  It was believed that this deadline could be met (Board Approval).  4. Hanfland noted that a legislative initiative will be undertaken to fund worthy local government needs ($600,000,000).  Hanfland suggested the village submit a listing of all our projects being considered to the appropriate legislator.  Hanfland offered to prepare such a letter on behalf of the village.  A complete listing of proposed village projects has been sent to Hanfland for forwarding for consideration.  The cost would be $500 to $1,500 to put together the request. The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.  MOTION: Greek made a motion to authorize up to $1,500 in fees is paid to the Farnsworth Group to do grant engineering request, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.
POLICE, SAFETY & HEALTH: Harshbarger read the letter of resignation received from Steve Stolte.  Stolte resigned his position as patrolman for the Atwood Police Department as of 11/23/07.  Harshbarger then read the police activity report submitted by Atwood Police Chief Dustin Heuerman.  Miles driven, 1,487; Fuel used, 157.87; traffic stops, 26; Citations, 20; Warnings, 7; Calls for Service, 43; Traffic crashes, 1; Juvenile complaints, 2; theft reports, 1; Domestic disputes, 6; Agency assists, 1; Fire/medical calls, 3.

The police committee met November 15, 2007 at 7:01 p.m. with committee chairman Fred Harshbarger, Mayor Wallace, Joe Streit, Gloria Litwiller, Chief Heuerman and Tyson Wingler present.  Officers Norman Moseley, Cliff Ponder, Steve Stolte and Danny Gregory were given certificates of commendation for their hard work and dedication during the time The Village was looking for a new Police Chief and a full time officer.  The committee accepted the resignation of Officer Steve Stolte.  The Village will pay for Hepatitis shots and offer them to any other employee who has not had and would like to have.  The committee feels that any employee who is working in these close conditions of exposure should be offered the opportunity to receive them.  Cindy will check the local Health Departments for costs.  Police Chief Heuerman has brought on five new part timers for the department.  

Chief Heuerman gave the committee a report on items needed in the future. 1. Need to update equipment – starting with new radios, 2-mobiles and 2-portables at a cost of $780.00.  2. New decals for the Ford-$200.00.  3. Update the policies for the board to review-handed out.  4. Appoint an officer next in command in case the Chief is ever injured or ill.  5. Sponsor a person in the PTI training-handed out an example policy and contract.  The committee feels that in the future this could be beneficial to the Police Department.  The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept the resignation of Steve Stolte as of November 23, 2007, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; motion carried.

FINANCE: Clack reported that a finance committee meeting was held November 15, 2007 at 5:45 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those in attendance were Chairman – Clack, Greek and Mayor Wallace.  2008 IMRF is up from 12.6% to 13.48% for the village’s contribution.  Treasurer Connie England suggested the village consider moving the checking account which average daily rate is 0.25% to the Illinois Treasurer Pool which was 5.10% in September 2007.  No penalties on withdrawals at any time.  Proposed tax levy was reviewed and discussed, compared to last years.  General Corporate tax would increase by 0.25% (max.); Police Protection tax would increase by .015%; Social Security tax would be reduced, based on pay; Audit tax (fixed contract number) increased to $6050.00; Insurance tax would go down $500.00; Civil Emergency tax, the village added $3,100.00 (too help with new tornado sirens); Street Lighting tax would increase by 0.05%; IMRF (based on 2008 figures) would go down $1950.00; These assessments resulted in a 4.97% increase over last years levy.  The total for last years tax levy was $121,750 and this years will be $127,800.  The expenses/invoices were reviewed and approved for payment.  Greek reported that the assessed value of Atwood will go up to $5,000,000 for Douglas County and up to $4,800,000 for Piatt County side of Atwood for a total of $9,837,000 assessed value for the village of Atwood.  The Village of Atwood did sign up for the 2007 – 2008 Street Lighting Program offered by AmerenCilco.  The Village was allowed through this program to have four mercury vapor lights switched out to high pressure sodium lights which are brighter and use less electricity for a savings to the village.  The attorney’s fees were high, wiped out the budgeted amount and police uniforms line item was high but that is self explanatory.
STREET & ZONING: Tholen reported that Mayor Wallace, Allen Romine and Rick Myers met with a Casey’s representative about the villages’ concerns on drainage at the new Casey’s construction site.  There will be no concrete put over the village’s water and sewer lines or on the alley.  There will be curbing and asphalting of the alley and sloping to the center of the Casey’s property so there will be no water problems unless have a six inch rain.  This will improve the drainage situation.  Asphalting of the alley began today.  There will be a storm drain on Casey’s property that will tie into the village’s storm sewer system.  Easement agreements between the Village and Casey’s will be drafted and signed.  

The bottom ground has been mowed for last time this year, rebuilt honey wagon blower,  cleaned out several catch basins with the honey wagon, jetted sewer lines, worked on the balance of signs that needed to be put up, there are 12 signs yet to be done, will be finished shortly, nine days were spent cutting dead trees along the boulevards, grinding stumps and dirt work were also done, Myers filled in for Romine over weekends and vacation, serviced, winterized and worked on equipment, worked the Band Festival, Halloween Parade and helped with flags for Veterans Day, Christmas lights have been put up, snowplows are ready for winter service, barrels have been picked up and the Park is closed for the season.  The sidewalk rises in front of the grocery store-put cold patch to taper.  Need to do more sidewalks next year.
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT: Streit reported that there was a civic improvement committee meeting held at 8:05 p.m. November 15, 2007 at the municipal building.  The property at 223 W. Forest Avenue has been cleaned up.  This property was in violation of the nuisance ordinance plus others.  The Wall property on Main Street has a hole in the roof, mice and rodents are inside.  Streit asked quite a while back that citations be written.  Rolfe Cordts, Westwood Estates owner needs to mow the grass; the grass is taller than allowed by the village’s ordinances.  Streit will notify police chief of these violations.  
The village has signed to accept the bid received from the energy co-op.  The Tier One price for the water and sewer plants for electricity will be 6.999 cents per kilowatt hour that will go into effect on the December 2007 meter read date to the May 2008 meter read date (5 months).  This is the first five month period of the 29 month contract term.  The Tier Two price will be secured over the next 30 days.  Strategic Energy is confident that the contract price will be locked-in for the remaining 24 month term of the contract offer.  The village will receive two bills in January 2008 for services beginning in December.  One bill will be from AmerenCilco for Delivery Services and the second bill will be from Strategic Energy for Supply Services.  The results of the Champaign Chamber Cooperative price offer were very positive.  93.4% of the members signed the contract offer from Strategic Energy by November 2, 2007.  The Tier Two rate will be 7.355 cents per kWh for the 24 months left of the 29 month contract.  The current Ameren default rate is over 7.45 cents per kWh.  Market prices are lower for the next five months and are the reason why the co-op was able to establish a lower price for the tier one price period.  Ameren default rate is expected to go up May 2008 to over 8.0 cents per kWh when the next reverse auction price is announced.  This is the reason why the second price offer at 7.355 cents per kWh was established starting on the May 2008 meter read date.  The 7.355 cents per kWh offer will provide continued savings to the members when compared to the Ameren default rate at over 8.0 cents per kWh for 24 months. 

There has been no progress on the wind turbine; web site template presentation content ready by mid to late spring; zoning board met on October 8, 2007 to discuss annexation request by John Lyons of the 18.3 acres he purchased on the west side of Atwood.  The zoning board would like to look into annexing property west of park, houses north of Atwood, along Rt. 36 east side of Atwood north to railroad tracks and east of Hales Trailer Court at the end of East Forest Avenue.  The zoning board is going to study what needs to be done to annex this property into the village limits. 
The zoning board members would like for the seventh member of the zoning board to be a high school student.  The teachers at the high school are working on finding someone for this position.
Mayor Wallace noted that Mr. Bill Plank is back in the area so will get with him on the estimated cost of demolition of the Wall property.

Trustee Clack doesn’t like plywood over the window at a business on Main Street, it doesn’t look good, and do businesses have to be presentable?  Streit stated that the Health concerns were addressed first.

The meat locker has been sold.

Mayor Wallace left at 8 p.m. and turned the meeting over to President Pro Tem Greek.

The Village received an invitation from Roger Harris to the Harris’ Christmas Open House for Board Members and Spouses from 3 to 7 p.m., Friday, December 7, 2007 at the Harris Agricultural Museum.
PARK, BUILDINGS AND INSURANCE: Litwiller reported that the park, buildings and insurance committee meeting was held November 15, 2007 with Chairman-Litwiller, Streit, Harshbarger and Tyson Wingler present.  Wingler, zoning board chairman, asked if the Park committee will check into the restrictions and limitations on annexing a residential district or a park district around the Forest Preserve area.  Wingler asked about creating a new taxing body for the park, which would be a taxable park district.  The committee feels there needs to be further investigating on this subject.

The committee was asked about ways to raise money for new equipment and trees for the park.  Several suggestions were mentioned: 1. Movie night.  2. A reading night.  3. Softball during Apple Dumpling Festival.  4. Having the Scouts do some projects to help them earn badges.  All of these options will be explored.  Another suggestion was to put more money into the park budget.  The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
OLD BUSINESS:
TAX LEVY:  Already covered the tax levy in finance report.

 NEW BUSINESS:

CHRISTMAS NEEDY FUND: There was an auction held that raised $14,000 for the Christmas Needy Fund.  There was no action taken.

CHRISTMAS BONUSES: MOTION: Streit made a motion to give the first five people on the list $150 and Korey Snodgrass $50, seconded by Clack. VOTING: All nay, motion denied.  MOTION: Streit made a motion that Allen Romine, Cindy Ard, Rick Myers, Connie England and Cliff Ponder each be given Christmas Bonuses in the amount of $180 and Korey Snodgrass a $50 Christmas Bonus in recognition of their service to the Village, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, no; Clack, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.

AEDC: In Mayor Wallace’s absence Greek wasn’t sure what was to be discussed concerning the AEDC.  The Drs. Office building is in need of a new roof (funding?).  The AEDC makes money through the rent paid on the Drs. Office.  Finance committee will look into this situation.

STIRRETT VARIANCE: Streit reported that there was a zoning meeting held on October 11, 2007, 7 p.m. at the municipal building to discuss the variance request by Mike Stirrett.  The letters were sent out and there were no negative responses from neighbors.  The house lines up with the other homes on the street.  The zoning board approved the variance.  Streit stated that he is also ok with the variance request.  The home will be six feet too close to the front easement with porch added on but will still be 19 feet from the sidewalk.  MOTION: Streit made a motion that the village board approves the variance request by Mike Stirrett, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried. 

BOARD MEETINGS FOR 2008: MOTION: Litwiller made a motion to adopt the schedule for Village Board Meetings for the year 2008 seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; Clack, yes; Litwiller, yes; motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

CHRISTMAS PARTY: MOTION: Tholen made a motion to approve to have a Christmas Party for full time employees, trustees and spouses or significant other, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

PIANO DROP: MOTION: Clack made a motion to authorize a piano drop for Saturday’s Grand Opening for Music & Pizza seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Clack made a motion to pay the invoices as presented seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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