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Village of Atwood, minutes

October 16, 2006

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting 

October 16, 2006

Village President Pro Tem Joe Dyer brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Fred Harshbarger, Steve Whisnant, Shirley Schable and Vevalee Smith.  Brian Lynch was absent.  Harshbarger left at 7:30 p.m.
MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes as presented of the regular scheduled meeting dated September 18, 2006, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.  MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept the minutes of the emergency meeting held on Saturday, October 7, 2006, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, abstained; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel at 7:05 p.m. seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
REGULAR SESSION: Re-entered regular session at 7:15 p.m.
NEW POLICE HIRE: MOTION: Schable made a motion to hire Kevin Mante as a Village of Atwood full time police officer with compliance of all new full time hire guidelines as of November 1, 2006, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Smith, no; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, no; Whisnant, yes; Dyer; yes; motion carried.
FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Schable reported that the finance and personnel committee met on October 12, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village Hall.  Committee members present were Smith, Whisnant and Schable.  Gene Greek was also present.

Tax levy was discussed.  It was noted that the levy must be prepared and presented to the full Board at the November meeting.  The very latest would be the December board meeting.

The Village’s auditing firm suggested that salaries and benefits for sewer and water employees be paid from the sewer and water fund rather than the general corporate fund as it is now.  This would include the water and sewer superintendent’s salary, insurance, social security and IMRF contributions.  In addition, the Village Clerk’s time dedicated to sewer and water billing should be paid from this fund as well.  MOTION: Schable made a motion that the benefits for water and sewer employees and the water billing share of the collector’s salaries be taken out of the water and sewer fund effective November 1, 2006, seconded by Smith. VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.

The next fiscal year budget will be prepared and in place by the March meeting.  All committee chairmen should have their department’s budgets submitted to the Finance Committee before the January meeting so that a preliminary budget may be presented to this board at the February meeting due to April 17, 2007 elections.
Schable noted that due to the early Village board meeting this month, not all of the bills will be submitted prior to the board meeting for approval.  Therefore, Schable asked that the committee members review the remaining bills prior to the 26th of the month so that the treasurer can pay them in order to avoid late penalties.  Whisnant made a motion that the bills be paid; Smith seconded the motion and it carried.

The committee discussed the payment of council members and recommends that they be compensated at the current rate of $25 per meeting, per month without a $600 annual cap.  If the Village Ordinance is changed, it must be done 180 days prior to the next board taking office.

The personnel committee, along with Police Chief Keenan, interviewed three candidates for the position of Police Officer.  A recommendation for hiring was made by the committee and will be presented to the full board for approval.  

The committee meeting of October 12, 2006 adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

POLICE, SAFETY & HEALTH: Harshbarger read the police monthly department activity report for September 2006.  Patrol miles driven, 2,289; fuel used, 232.7 gallons; traffic stops, 31; warnings issued, 2; citations written, 29; police reports, 10; motorist assists, 2; traffic crashes, 2; juvenile complaints, 1; theft reports, 2; vandalism reports, 2; burglaries to garages, 2; burglaries vehicles, 1; calls out of town, 3; fire/medical calls, 7; report submitted by Police Chief Keenan.

STREETS, ZONING & MOSQUITO: Whisnant reported that a street, alley and zoning committee meeting was held at the municipal building October 10th 7 p.m.  Those in attendance were Chairman, Dyer and Whisnant.  Tyson Wingler also attended to represent the zoning board.  Those present were updated on issues the zoning board is working on.  Wingler mentioned the committee is recently working on a new updated zoning book that will be retyped and placed on a CD-rom.  The book will be formatted so that updates will be easier to change.  The zoning committee is also planning in the future to have the zoning ordinances placed on a Web Page so that the public can have access thru internet.  The zoning board will be researching sources for web page providers.
The committee discussed the placement of stop signs at the intersection of Illinois Street and Forest Avenue.  At this time, stop signs exist on Forest Avenue.  The placement of new signs will stop traffic traveling on Illinois Street in the north and south directions.  The committee decided to investigate and report back at a later date.

The sidewalk replacements are nearly completed; the only areas needed completed are patching areas.  If the weather cooperates these sidewalk areas will be finished by the end of October.

The committee also talked briefly about oiling of the village roads every three (3) years instead of partial oiling.  Earlier this year Wayne Ward commented that there are Villages oiling every three (3) years.  The entire roads are done at one time.  The committee will contact Ward for more information on this topic.

Morton Salt Company has issued the Village with this year’s prices of road salt.  The committee reviewed the proposal.  Morton Salt Company provides a conveyor to load salt into the bin.  Rick Myers has commented this makes loading easier with less mess and waste.  The price of road salt for this year is $55.34 per ton with conveyor provided.  The Village has not received any additional proposals at this time.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Street and Alley report submitted for the month of October by Rick Myers.  Oiling of roads, changed out water lids, dumped trash uptown, cleaned up brush pile, replaced 2-meter wells, poured sidewalks, repaired water leak on N. Illinois Street, picked up and hauled limbs, cut pipes for cable fence, ran water and sewer tests on the weekends, mowed bottom ground, removed tree on S. Illinois Street, repaired vandalized lights uptown, prepared equipment for up coming winter, installed culvert at park and assisted Allen Romine with brine tank clean out.
PARK: Whisnant reported that the park will be closing within a week, the gates will be locked.  The concession stand has been winterized for the year.  The park will re-open to the public in late March or early April 2007, weather permitting.

BUILDINGS & INSURANCE: Whisnant reported that the village received their renewal letter to renew insurance coverage with the IMLRMA, effective 12/31/06 through 12/31/07 with the invoice for the village’s 2007 renewal contribution enclosed.  The recent changes in the Illinois Workers’ Compensation Act unfortunately have not helped the worker’s compensation landscape.  In fact, the substantial increase in death benefits, 7.5% increase to permanent disability benefits and the institution of a medical fee schedule have negatively impacted our claim experience and increased our cost of workers’ compensation claims.  The Illinois Municipal League Risk Management Association is pleased to offer your municipality the opportunity to save 2% off of your annual contribution by simply mailing your payment by November 17, 2006.  MOTION: Whisnant made a motion to pay the IMLRMA insurance bill before November 17, 2006 in order to get the 2% discount which would make the bill $22,187.20, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION: The consolidated election will be April 17, 2007.  The first day to circulate nominating petitions is November 7, 2006.  The filing period is from January 29, 2007 through February 5, 2007.

IMLRMA SAFETY AWARD: The Village of Atwood received a safety award for the year 2005 for their accident prevention record.

VANDALISM: There was vandalism uptown last week.  The globes were broken and light bulbs removed from the decorative lights uptown.

DOUGLAS COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY: The village received a letter from EMA Coordinator Joseph A. Victor thanking the village for working with them in our county’s efforts to become NIMS compliant.  Victor has been notified the state IEMA Region 7 Coordinator that the county is considered compliant.
OLD BUSINESS:

SAFETY: Trustee Smith stated that traffic needs to be slowed down going down Main Street.  Four bicycles were also sited side by side going down sidewalks along Main Street.  Need to issue tickets for bicycles on sidewalks if not being walked by the owner while on the sidewalks in the business district.  This is for the safety of our citizens coming out of businesses.  There are also semis going way to fast down Main Street.

BEER TENT: There has been a request for a beer tent to be located at the P & C Market parking lot during the Apple Dumpling Festival 2007 sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce as a fund raiser.  MOTION: Whisnant made a motion to allow the Chamber of Commerce to have a beer tent located at P & C Market parking lot August 18 and 19, 2007 with a fee to be determined later agreeable to both parties and filing of dram shop etc. by the Chamber of Commerce, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.  Traffic flow is a big concern and more police protection being needed.  The serving of beer will be shut off at 12-12:30 a.m. and everyone out by 1 a.m.  People pouring drinks will not be drinking.
LETTER FROM ZONING BOARD: It was stated that the Village Board supports the zoning board of appeals.  The Village board will wait on Norman Hale before proceeding any further.

FRIENDS OF ATWOOD-HAMMOND: Joe Streit reported that the Friends of Atwood-Hammond would like permission to put small signs on village property to notify citizens of a referendum.  The village board agreed to approve this request.
SIDEWALKS: An audience member wanted to remind the board of a very dangerous sidewalk located on the SW side of Indiana Street and W. Orchard Avenue by school, approximately 150 ft.
THANK YOU: Roger Harris wanted to thank the village for oiling and rocking the alley between his buildings.

VANDALISM: Doris Elmore stated that she feels their needs to be enforcement of the curfew ordinance.  Yard ornaments have been destroyed.  Thinks that Jr. High children are sneaking out well after midnight, need to make parents responsible.  
ADJOURN: MOTION: Schable made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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