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Village of Atwood, minutes

October 15, 2007

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

October 15, 2007
Village President Ronald E. Wallace brought the Village Board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Those present were Gene Greek, Jim Tholen, Gloria Litwiller, Fred Harshbarger and Joe Streit.  Ken Clack was recorded absent.

MINUTES: MOTION: Tholen made a motion to accept the minutes of the regular scheduled village board meeting of September 17, 2007 as presented, seconded by Greek. VOTING: All aye; motion carried.  MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the minutes of the special meeting called September 27, 2007, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.  MOTION: Litwiller made a motion to accept the minutes as presented of the October 1, 2007 special meeting, seconded by Greek.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept the minutes of the October 9, 2007 special meeting, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS: 
POLICE CRUISER GRANT REQUEST: Officer Cliff Ponder reported that he has been working on a grant proposal for a police cruiser.  The grant will be a 75/25% grant.  The grant application needs to be sent in by October 26, 2007.  The cost of the 2007 Chevy Impala will be $4,999; $5,309 for a 2007 Ford Crown Vic and a Dodge Charger would cost somewhere in between the cost of the Chevy and the Ford for the Village’s part.  There would be no sales tax only title and license fees.  Ponder will look at all the options available.  Would like to try and get a cage for a new Chevy free.  MOTION: Tholen made a motion that Ponder fill out and turn in a grant application for a new police cruiser for the Village of Atwood, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; motion carried.
WATER & SEWER: Greek reported that there was water and sewer committee meeting held October 11, 2007 at 5 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Clack, Tholen, Greek – Chairman, Ron Wallace and Allen Romine.  1.) Compliance with Illinois Fluoridation Act: The Illinois Department of Public Health has awarded a certificate of commendation to the Atwood Water Department in achieving the highest standard of compliance in accordance with the Illinois Fluoridation Act for 2006.  2.) CSX Railroad Notification of Bridge Project: The village has received a formal notice of the CSX project concerning the bridge over the Lake Fork River.  The notice is for any village facilities in the general area of construction which may be impacted.  It is believed that any village facilities are far enough away from the bridge project so as not to be affected.  3.) Water and Sewer Department Maintenance Project: The project to replace the scum box and weirs at the wastewater treatment plant is proceeding.  The scum box has been constructed at a cost of $2,100 compared to a previous estimate of $3,700.  Fabrication of the weirs will begin at comparable savings.  Due to material fabrication and the increased water level in the lagoon the wastewater treatment plant maintenance project will not be undertaken until next spring or early summer.  4.) Water Production and Wastewater Treatment: During the month of September, 2007, the water department produced an average of 144,273 gallons of processed water per day and a total of 4,328,190 gallons of processed water for the month.  The wastewater treatment plant operated within all I.E.P.A. standards for the month.  5.) Proposed Water and Sewer Department Projects: Romine reported data for the last three years showing that the average water production from well #2 has dropped from 155.8 gallons per minute in 2005 to 143.1 gallons per minute in 2006 to 128.8 gallons per minute in 2007.  The water production from wells #3 and #4 has remained relative over the same period.  The drop in average water production from well #2 is believed to be not from a lack of available water but is due to a plugging of the water intake screen.  The well was last cleaned 5 or 6 years ago.  Action: The committee outlined the following course of action to ensure an adequate water supply for the present and the future.  1) Romine will undertake the necessary actions to clean the intake screen for well #2 with the hope that the former production of water will be restored.  2) The committee will begin the process required for the location, drilling, and funding of additional water well.  6.) Stand-by Generator for the Water Plant: The Stand-by generator for the water plant remains on hold.  Although funding for the stand-by generator was included in the State budget, the Governor has not released the funding for the project.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

FINANCE: Greek reported on the Finance committee in the absence of Clack.  The Finance committee met on October 11, at 5:35 p.m. with Greek, Tholen, Connie England, Kevin Huffman and Mayor Wallace present.  Most of the time was spent going over the annual finance report provided by Village Auditor Kevin Huffman.  Huffman went over with the committee the financial report for fiscal year ending April 30, 2007.  The Village did end on the plus side.  Additional funding in general fund right now, page 30 has a good outline.  Page 48 replaced with accurate page, reported only one county now has both counties.  Greek is beginning preparations of the tax levy.  The tax levy needs to be approved by or before the last Tuesday in December.  The committee also reviewed the bills to be paid in October.

STREET & ALLEY: Tholen reported that a street and alley committee meeting was held October 11, 2007 at 6 p.m. with Tholen – Chairman, Clack, and Greek present.  Rick Myers is finishing new sign installations.  Two hundred and seventy one signs had to be changed and put some new sign posts in.  There are sixty two left to be changed out before the November deadline.  Sidewalks depend on weather and time.  Trimming trees between sidewalks and boulevards, cut down a few trees, island at Route 36 and Main Street painted with reflective yellow paint, no problem with painting island from IDOT out of Paris, Illinois ( it is ok with them), village painting curbing.  Bodine Sewer would charge $250 per hour to clean catch basins and could do Main Street in one day.  Band Festival will be October 27, 2007, need barricades up from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and police help.  Fixed catch basin at corner of bank, several more cistern type with brick that need replaced.  There are catch basins being repaired right now.  Jetted a sewer line on Central Street, cut trees back on North Missouri Street, cleaned Main Street gutters, helped with water leaks and replacing valve boxes, helped oil roads, two streets were scraped (tilled) pleased how worked out.     
POLICE, SAFETY & HEALTH: Harshbarger read the police activity report for September 2007 submitted by Officer Stolte.  Miles driven, 1566; fuel used, 167.27 gallons; traffic stops, 12; citations, 9; warnings, 6; police reports, 22; traffic crashes, 2; juvenile complaints, 1; vandalism reports, 1; theft reports, 1; domestic disputes, 6; criminal arrests, 8; ordinance violations, 5; agency assists, 4; fire/medical calls, 6.  The police committee held a meeting October 11, 2007 with the meeting starting at 7:05 p.m. with Chairman Harshbarger, committee members Litwiller and Streit and Mayor Wallace present.  Also present were Officers Steve Stolte and Cliff Ponder.  
When Casey’s gets to a certain point in their construction, they will be closed for five weeks.  Our municipal employees will have to purchase gas elsewhere.  Mayor Wallace will check with Collins Oil about getting service from them during this time.  The Officers while in Tuscola or Monticello for court will be able to fill up at the Casey’s stores in those towns, but otherwise they may go to Arthur at Collins’ Oil.
Officer Cliff Ponder presented the committee with information on a grant for a new squad car and other equipment.  Ponder offered to write for the grant for a new squad car.  Thanks to Officer Ponder for offering to help write the grant and presenting the information on the grants.  At this time the committee feels it needs to move forward with the new squad car grant.

The committee reviewed the police report with Officer Stolte.  Streit made a comment on the drop in juvenile complaints.

Officer Stolte suggested a need for a special fund set up for DUI’s.  This fund is for DUI offenses and can only be used for purchase of equipment.  A committee member will check into this special fund and talk to Connie England on this.

The village needs extra police coverage on Band Festival Day, the Chamber’s Fall Festival/Halloween activities and Halloween night.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT, TOURISM & SPECIAL PROJECTS: Streit reported that the Civic Improvement, Tourism and Special Projects committee met October 11, 2007 @ 8:21 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Chairman Streit, Litwiller and Harshbarger.  Also present were Village President Ron Wallace, Trustee Jim Tholen and Police Officer Steve Stolte.

At the previous Village Board meeting, actions were discussed to enforce the nuisance violations for two properties along Main Street.  The committee is happy to report that the safety concern from 119 N. Main Street has been corrected by the owner of the property.  In addition, Streit has contacted Ms. Mulvaney, the Atwood-Hammond School District’s Art Teacher, to see if she would be interested in decoratively painting the plywood that was placed over the window to make the area look even nicer than before.  The building at 105 S. Main Street is now owned through the First National Bank in Tuscola, and the Village is in the process of discussing options with the bank that include purchasing the building at a reduced price.
The committee discussed the Town Hall Meeting that was held on October 9th at 7 p.m. at the Atwood-Hammond Grade School.  The committee thought that the information that was conveyed reinforced the feasibility of a wind turbine project here in Atwood, due to the average wind speeds in our region.  The committee discussed formulating a plan that will outline the steps that need to be taken from start to finish and presenting this to the Village Board for review and acceptance.

There is no update regarding the Village web site.  We are waiting to hear from the Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Development Committee as to their progress with the web site vendor and respective content contributions.

The energy co-op is expecting to go to bid within the next month.  They are waiting for the pricing to go down before locking in rates.

The committee also discussed the Village Ordinances penalties structure, and will investigate further to determine if there are any discrepancies in the wording for the enforcement of violations.

Some more people have expressed interest in serving on the Grant Committee, and some others have been asked to join. We hope that a meeting will take place in November.

The Zoning Board was due to meet on October 11th as well, but could not due to a lack of a quorum.  The meeting will be rescheduled at a future date.

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

BUILDINGS, INSURANCE & PARK & WASTE MANAGEMENT: Litwiller reported that the committee met on October 11, 2007 at 9:05 p.m. with Chairman Litwiller, Streit and Harshbarger present.   No new information was presented to discuss.

OLD BUSINESS:
WIND TURBINE: Streit reported that he thought the informational meeting on wind turbines went very well.  Streit thanked Roger Brown by e-mail and asked Brown to forward his power point presentation.  There might be a possibility of putting up a test tower a year down the road.  Check Piatt and Douglas county zoning to see which county would better to install a test tower.  Piatt County is working on a wind turbine ordinance.  $100,000 per mile to install lines, will check on more.  Another time have a meeting may should do hand bills or direct mail.  There were approximately 50 people at the school.  Brown thought there was a good crowd.  Gibson City mayor stayed around quite awhile after the meeting and talked.
NEW BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE FINES: Streit wants to check into the ordinance fines and have clarified.

AUDIT REPORT 2007: There were no more questions on what was reported on earlier in the meeting.

ANNUAL INSURANCE INVOICE: MOTION: Litwiller made the motion to pay the village’s annual insurance invoice early, by November 16, 2007, to get a 2% discount, seconded by Greek.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Litwiller, yes; motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

CHRISTMAS PARTY: Mayor Wallace would like to have a Christmas Party at the Village Pub.  This would be for the Village board and spouses and all full time employees and spouses.  The cost could be taken half out of general corporate and half out of water and sewer accounts.  Mayor Wallace will check on a date, probably a Thursday night early in December.
CASEY’S: Casey’s contractors assumed because of their building permit that they could concrete the village’s alley.  Water and sewer runs down alley of proposed paving.  Also, storm water run off towards houses that are close was a concern.  There are water and sewer mains that run right down the alley and water and sewer superintendent, Allen Romine, is not in favor of concrete over these lines.  Waiver from Casey’s to fix if problem?  This is the Village’s alley not Casey’s.  This Casey’s pumps more gas than any other in the area.  Village representatives will talk with a representative from Casey’s to see what can be done.

BAND FESTIVAL: The AEDC & Chamber of Commerce ask if it would be ok to have the Visitor’s Center open on October 27, 2007 while the band festival is taking place so people will have somewhere to go for restrooms.  The village board Ok’d.

HALE TRAILER UPDATE: Streit reported that Hale is saying he is going to move in a new trailer on Indiana Street and has had a new meter installed for a larger trailer.  Hale has not filled out a special use permit or a variance.  Stolte tried to give permits to Hale to fill out to be in accordance with the village’s ordinances and he refused to take the permits to fill out.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Greek made a motion to go into executive session at 8:20 p.m. to discuss personnel, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.

ENTERED REGULAR SESSION: The Village Board re-entered regular session at 9:15 p.m.

REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Greek made a motion to pay the bills as presented, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.

HIRING OF POLICE PERSONNEL: MOTION: Streit made a motion that the Village offer the Police Chief position to Dustin Heuerman at a salary of $36,000 per year contingent upon approval and acceptance of the village board, physical, fingerprinting and substance abuse testing, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to offer the full time police officer position to Tim Jimenez at $25,750 per year, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
ADJOURN: MOTION: Streit made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Greek.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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