Village of Atwood, minutes

September 18, 2006

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

September 18, 2006

Village President Gene A. Greek brought the regular scheduled board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those recorded present were Fred Harshbarger, Shirley Schable, Vevalee Smith, Brian Lynch and Joe Dyer.  Steve Whisnant was recorded absent.

MINUTES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Smith.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

WATER & SEWER: Lynch reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held Wednesday, September 13, 2006 at 3 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Allen Romine; Harshbarger; Schable; Andy Hanfland, Engineer; and Lynch, Chairman.  Bids were opened for the Main Street Water Main Project or Phase II of replacing water mains.  Bids were received from Universal Mechanical out of Hammond, Illinois and Burdick Plumbing and Heating Company, Inc. out of Decatur, Illinois.  The projected start date for this project is November 1, 2006.  Part of Main Street and Elm Avenue will be blocked during this project.  Allen Romine will be overseeing the job while working in conjunction with the contractors.  The lift station at the sewer plant needs some serious repairs.  Andy Hanfland will get some estimates for the repairs and get back with the Village.  Letter received by the Village about a bankruptcy case in which the person mentioned only owed the Village $8.56 for water and sewer bill was decided by committee not to proceed.  The committee meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
FINANCE & PERSONNEL: Schable reported that finance and personnel meeting was held Thursday, September 14, 2006 at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Kevin Huffman, of McGuire, Yuhas, Huffman and Buckley; Connie England, Treasurer; Greek, Smith, Whisnant and Chairman, Schable.  Huffman was present to go over the Village’s audit report for FY’06.  Huffman, England and Greek left after Huffman’s presentation of the audit.  Following discussion Whisnant moved that the auditor’s report be accepted as presented seconded by Smith motion carried.  Per the auditor’s recommendations, transfers of money into special accounts should be made as follows: MOTION: Schable made a motion to transfer from the general fund $2,008.98 into the audit fund; $5,304.58 from general fund into the insurance fund; $334.12 from the general fund into the street lighting fund; $270.59 from the general fund into the social security fund; seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried.  Schable stated that there has been a request for a new PC for the municipal building office.  Schable will get prices on a new PC, cost of networking and a printer/fax machine and make a recommendation to the village board.  

Personnel: Schable reported that an ad for a full time police officer was placed in the local newspaper.  It will run for two weeks.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Village audit page 30 states that the village ended the fiscal year with revenue exceeding expenses $6,378; the water and sewer fund ended the fiscal year with a profit of $28,612.  Mayor Greek reminded the finance committee that they need to be working on the tax levy.  Should be ready at the latest by the December board meeting; could be passed at the November board meeting if ready.  
POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly police department activity report for August 2006.  Patrol miles driven, 2,493; fuel used, 246 gallons; traffic stops, 20; citations written, 20; police reports, 12; motorist assists, 3; traffic crashes, 2; juvenile complaints, 1; domestic disputes, 2; criminal arrests, 2; ordinance violations issued, 2; burglaries to residences, 1; calls out town, 5; fire/medical calls, 10;  Assistant Police Chief Moseley’s last day of work will be October 2, 2006; last day of employment will be October 30, 2006 due to his retirement.  Harshbarger reported that there was a police committee meeting held Wednesday, September 13, 2006 with Lynch, Schable and Chairman, Harshbarger present.
STREET & ALLEY: Dyer reported that Rick Myers has poured 325 feet of sidewalk along W. Hickory Avenue, mowed bottom ground, mowed uptown, festival, road work, hauled limbs, pushed up brush pile, worked on alleys, patched road for oiling, made covers for water valves to get ready for road oiling, jetted sewers, helped water department and built barrier for fire hydrant.  Earl Walker Company will oil designated roads this week if weather permits.
MISCELLANEOUS:
CONCERNED CITIZENS: Lyle & Patty Heit were present to ask for more to be done about the break-ins that have been occurring.  Their breezeway has been broken into three times.  The first time it was unlocked, second time a screen was cut, third time a security system alerted them and they called 911.  It took Piatt County twenty minutes to arrive.  There was no Atwood policeman on duty at the time.  This is not funny to us.  If get by with this what’s next.  Other places such as the Baptist Church have also been broken into with no one being caught.  Where are the kid’s parents?  Curfew needs to be enforced.  It may have only been stealing of beer and breaking a window and tearing a screen but it is still breaking and entering and damage to property.  Good cooperation from police but would like more to be done.  There was a statement from the audience the kids have been climbing the electric meter at the Café to get on the roof to drink beer etc.  Police committee needs to discuss police coverage at this time of night.  Also, have county pass through the town during these times, crack down on curfew violations and enforce the ordinances.

OLD BUSINESS:

N.I.M.S. COMPLIANCE: Greek reported that he attended N.I.M.S. weekend class.  All Village Trustees, Mayor, Clerk, Treasurer and Village Attorney have to be in compliance for the village to receive any monies pertaining to equipment, training, manpower, mitigation, and emergency aid.  Aid will be withheld starting with FY’07.  Non-compliance may affect all municipalities making up Douglas County.   Deadline is October 1, 2006.
DRUG TASK FORCE FUNDING: Funding for the East Central Illinois Drug Task Force will be cut on October 1, 2006 by 20% for the next three years, leaving a budget shortfall that will severely effect operations, additional revenue is trying to be identified to maintain current level of funding.  This is not an assessment; it is a request for a contribution.  Any amount will help.

AD HOC COMMITTEE: The charge to the Ad Hoc Committee is to review the current and future needs for affordable housing development within the Village of Atwood.  Prepare an inventory of available land currently available within the Village limits; such as lots, sub-divisions, and village property available for housing construction.  Contact potential housing developers concerning construction of new housing with the village; and explore what incentives might be needed.  Six people have committed to being on the committee with one of two possibilities to be asked.  There is a meeting set for tomorrow night at 7 p.m.; with a written report for the consideration of the village board by March 1, 2007.
STORM WARNING SIREN: Mayor Greek reported that he has not heard from Joe Dukeman about funding for a new storm warning siren.  Greek would like for the finance committee to look at the tax levy for setting funds aside for a new storm warning siren.
MAIN STREET WATER MAIN PROJECT BIDS: Lynch reported that Universal Mechanical bid $79,985 and Burdick Plumbing and Heating Company, Inc. bid $ 68,781.  Village engineers had estimated the project cost to be $78,066.25.  The water and sewer committee recommends that the village go with the lowest bid from Burdick.  MOTION: Lynch made a motion to accept the lowest bid from Burdick Plumbing and Heating Company, Inc. in the amount of $68,781, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Lynch, yes; motion carried.  There will be some street disruption during this project.  Money has been set aside for this project.  Hope to start November 1, 2006; when contractor is ready the project should take approximately two weeks.
NEW BUSINESS:

BEER TENT REQUEST: The Village has received a request from Chamber of Commerce President Stephanie Wierman for a beer tent to be located on P & C Market’s parking lot during the Apple Dumpling Festival 2007 as a fund raising event to fund the festival entertainment.  The Chamber is hoping to raise $4,000 - $5,000 for improving entertainment level.  The Chamber would supply liability insurance; close down at midnight; the tent will be enclosed with a fence and will have security manning the tent.  The festival this year cost $7,000 per Wierman with $3,300 being paid through corporate sponsors.  The festival broke even this year.  The question was asked if the festival needs another beer tent.  It will also be located on the corner of S. Main Street and W. Elm Avenue right as you come into town.  Would beer tent cause problems?  Chamber has not talked with Village Pub owner Rena Williams about a 2nd beer tent.  The Chamber needs an answer quickly so can start booking bands now.  The Village has a couple of questions about licensing and village ordinances on location.  A suggestion was made about combining the schools band festival and the Apple Dumpling Festival to draw people to town.  The town of Oblong has done this with great success.  There was also a concern that the beer tent would not help draw revenue to the vendors during the day.  The village will plan on having an answer for the Chamber at the October village board meeting.
GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE: The village received a packet on group health insurance.  Mayor Greek asked finance chairman, Shirley Schable to look into and report back to the village board on her findings.
AHHS YEARBOOK AD: The village has not taken out an ad the last couple of years do to the financial situation of the village.
MUSIC BOOSTERS: The village received a letter from the AHHS Music Boosters Event Coordinator, Bill Fleming informing the village of the date, times and requests from the village for the 2006 Marching Band Festival.  The festival will be held October 7, 2006 with the parade beginning around 3 p.m. and the field shows starting approximately at 5:30 p.m. with the entire festival concluding around 9:30 p.m.
TRICK OR TREAT: MOTION: Lynch made a motion that trick or treat be held on Tuesday, October 31, 2006 from 6 – 8 p.m., seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; motion carried.  Atwood’s parade is scheduled for Sunday, October 29; Hammond’s parade and chili supper is October 28; and Hammond’s trick or treat is October 31.

CIMOA MEETING: Harshbarger will be attending the CIMOA meeting at Villa Grove Wednesday night.  If anyone else would like to go please let Cindy know.
MOBILE HOMES ON S. INDIANA ST.: A comment from the audience stated that in their opinion Hale is not in compliance with village’s ordinances.  There was a long discussion that followed.  MOTION: Schable made a motion to write Norman Hale’s council a letter stating that the village interprets the zoning laws to say that Hale is not in compliance with the ordinances; but, board removing objection to a trailer being moved back in to space where trailer burnt upon future compliance with all current and future zoning ordinances of the Village of Atwood and the State of Illinois, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Smith, no; Dyer, no; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, no; motion fails.
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to pay the bills as presented, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Lynch, yes; Dyer, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Dyer made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Lynch.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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