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Village of Atwood, minutes

September 17, 2007

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

September 17, 2007

Village President Ronald E. Wallace brought the Village Board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Municipal building.  Those present were Fred Harshbarger, Joe Streit, Gene Greek, and Ken Clack.  Jim Tholen was recorded absent. Gloria Litwiller entered 7:15 p.m.
MINUTES: MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the regular scheduled meeting minutes of August 20, 2007 except for trick or treat motion, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.  MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the minutes of the special board meeting held August 30, 2007, seconded by Streit, VOTING: All aye; motion carried. 
WATER & SEWER: Greek reported that a committee meeting was held on Thursday, September 13, 2007 at 5 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Clack, Greek-Chairman, Hanfland-Farnsworth Group.  Tholen was absent.
1) Romine has been continuing to remove old water meter boxes at various locations.  These old water meter boxes have all been removed. 2) Romine attended a seminar September 12-14 on (76th Annual Illinois Potable Water Supply Operators Association Conference).  This seminar was in connection with his required continuing education hours for licensure.  3) During the month of August, 2007 the water department processed and average of 149,782 gallons of processed water per day and a total of 4,643,230 gallons of water were processed for the month.  The wastewater treatment plant operated within all IEPA standards for the month. 4) The cleaning of the water tower has been completed by Hanfland Painting Contractors.  FARNSWORTH GROUP REPORT: Andy Hanfland from the Farnsworth Group was present at the meeting to present a report of estimated costs associated with various projects being considered by the village for the Water and Sewer Department.  These projects are 1) a proposed new water well 2) water treatment plant expansion, and 3) pump station replacement at the wastewater treatment plant.  The estimated costs are: #1=$312,000; #2=$305,000; #3=$170,339.  Meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.
FINANCE: Clack reported that the finance committee met Thursday, September 13, 2007 at 5:50 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Clack-Chairman, Greek and Wallace.  Tholen was absent.  The committee reviewed bills for approval, two more have been added Ameren and Consolidated for a total of $1,500.  The committee will start reviewing items for the tax levy, must be presented and approved by the last meeting in December.  Tentative plan is to have the rough draft ready for the October meeting and vote on the tax levy at the November regular scheduled board meeting.  Need to set up two new accounts, will set up next year when do budget.  The village used a current line for this year.
STREET & ALLEY: Clack reported that the board needs to review the status of street and sidewalk repair and replacement.  The committee will report on their status at the next village board meeting.  The committee will look into setting up an agenda of what should complete in what month.  Myers helped Romine with jetter and water leaks, painted cross walks and parking spaces uptown, mowed blvds. & weed eated, cleaned gutter for parade, rebuilt two catch basins that had collapsed, picked up after storm, cut trees that were down and hauled debris off, pushed up brush pile, worked on new mower, worked on backhoe clam bucket and serviced, serviced Dodge, took out walk on North Iowa Street and poured new, worked on lights uptown, sprayed for mosquitoes, took up culvert in Camelot, worked on alleys to be oiled, patched roads, worked water and sewer weekends and days Romine gone, trimmed trees on Missouri Street, weed eated, & picked up park and trimmed trees, worked on park stools that were leaking, cleaned out backroom of tourist center, dumped trash weekly, festival, and ran samples to Champaign for Romine.  Roads that are to be oiled should be completed in the next two to three weeks.  Myers was short handed at the first of the summer until Korey started working.  The village is going to check into the cost of hiring Bodine Sewer Services for one day to clean storm sewers from one end of Main Street to the other. The village received a lot of rain in a short amount of time but still wonder if the drainage is working correctly at the grade school.  Myers thinks it is or the situation would have been much worse.
POLICE & SAFETY: Harshbarger read the police report for August 2007 submitted by Steve Stolte.  Miles driven, 1875; fuel used, 171.6; traffic stops, 10; citations 10; warnings, 3; police reports, 31; motorists assists, 2; traffic crashes, 1; DUI arrests, 1; juvenile complaints, 10; vandalism reports, 9; theft reports, 2; domestic disputes, 9; criminal arrests, 12; ordinance violations, 1; burglary, 1; vehicular burglary, 0; agency assists, 9; fire/medical calls, 4.  Stolte will follow up on letter sent to an address on West Forest Avenue grass not being mowed and junk.  Vandalism and juvenile reports have been way down.
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT, TOURISM & SPECIAL PROJECTS: Streit reported that the meeting was brought to order at 7:51PM on September 13, 2007 by Joe Streit (Chairman) with Gloria Litwiller and Fred Harshbarger in attendance. Also present was Steve Stolte.

The committee first discussed the Town Hall Meeting that will be held on October 9th at 7pm at the Atwood-Hammond Grade School. This meeting will be to allow a guest speaker, Mr. Roger Brown from Western Illinois University, present his studies of wind power in Illinois. Mr. Brown will discuss how his data relates to our area and help us gain a better understanding of wind energy in general and how we may use his data to determine the feasibility of wind energy production in Atwood. The committee discussed having a dinner prior to the town-hall meeting to allow the members of the Village Board, the Village Clerk, Village Attorney, Zoning Board, Chamber of Commerce, Economic Development, School Board, and any other interested parties to ask questions pertinent to their organizations. The committee discussed having any interested members attending this meeting pay for their own dinner, and that the cost of Mr. Brown’s dinner would be provided. The committee has discussed having this dinner at the At-The-Woods Café. The Chamber of Commerce has offered to help fund the expenses for Mr. Brown’s trip, and the final amount will be determined at their October meeting. 

An update of the energy co-op was read by Streit. The Champaign County Chamber of Commerce sent an e-mail to the Village stating that they expected the group to bid for prices in late October. An e-mail will follow at that time with the bid price. 

The committee had previously discussed the problem of certain buildings along Main Street being a health hazard and that this committee would look into the option of declaring them a nuisance. According to Village Ordinance 15.204, “It shall be unlawful to permit any building, structure or place, to remain in such a condition as to be dangerous to the public health or safety in any way. Any such building, structure or place is hereby declared to be a nuisance.” This committee feels that two such buildings fit this description of being dangerous to the public health of Atwood Residents. 117 N. Main Street, which is the location of the old hardware store and is located between Lee’s Bakery and the Atwood Library, has a front window that is in danger of falling out onto the city sidewalks and endangering passersby, according to Streit. The bottom of the window frame is decrepit and has rotted away. In addition, the building located at 105 S. Main Street, which is located between Kel’s Place and the currently unused restaurant location last known as McKnerr’s, has a caved-in ceiling, according to Harshbarger, and is allowing rain water to collect and has thus become a breeding ground for mice and disease carrying insects. This committee’s recommendation to the Village Board is that these buildings should be declared a nuisance and that the Police Department should begin issuing citations pursuant to the Village’s Ordinances.

On 8/22, Streit met with Stephanie Wierman from the Chamber of Commerce and Doris Elmore from the Economic Development Committee to discuss the future Atwood web site. The three parties have agreed in principle to the appearance and content of the web site, and all three parties are working to respectively gather the content that will be provided to the web site creator. The domain name of www.atwoodillinois.com is available and the Chamber of Commerce is going to secure that name before it might become owned by any other party. 

Per the August Village Board meeting, notice was distributed that the Village is trying to gather interest in creating a Grant Committee. Streit has received interest from three interested individuals from organizations such as the Chamber of Commerce, PTO, and the Atwood Police Department. We will continue to recruit members from other parties, such as the Fire Protection District, Library District, School District, and the Economic Development Committee. 

The Committee discussed the Halloween dates and has compared the options of having Atwood Trick-Or-Treat times on either Tuesday, October 30th or on Wednesday, October 31st. 

An update to the committee was given by Streit regarding the Zoning Board. The Zoning Board attempted to have a meeting at 7pm at the Municipal Building on September 12, but did not have a quorum. Chairman Tyson Wingler will attempt to reschedule at a later date. Amy Randolph had notified Wingler of her resignation from the Zoning Board, and there is now a new vacancy that will need to be filled. Also, Amanda Romine, who left the Zoning Board, last month, has agreed to help recruit the high school student member of the Zoning Board that the Village Board approved last year. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:26pm. 

MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept the resignation of Amy Randolph as of August 22, 2007 from the zoning board of appeals due to conflicts and moving out of town, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Clack, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to recommend Joe Dyer to the zoning board of appeals, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  Mayor Ron Wallace swore in Dyer as a member of the zoning board.
BUILDINGS & INSURANCE: Litwiller reported that the meeting was held at 8:27 p.m. on September 13, 2007 at the municipal building with all present, (Litwiller, Chairman; Streit and Harshbarger).  The committee discussed starting kids’ projects with community involvement.  Park cleaned up and closed for the season.  Water shut off.

OLD BUSINESS:

LIQUOR ORDINANCE: Greek read ordinance number 07-O-9 an ordinance amending the closing hours for class AA, B & E liquor licenses.  The change would allow the holders of these licenses to be open from noon Sunday to 1 a.m. Monday morning which was previously not allowed.  MOTION: Greek moved for the acceptance of ordinance number 07-O-9 seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.

HALLOWEEN TRICK OR TREAT: MOTION: Streit made a motion to rescind the motion made at the last village board meeting of August 20, 2007 to establish trick or treat date and times, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Clack made a motion for trick or treat to be held on October 31, 2007 from 6 – 8 p.m. seconded by Streit.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, no; Streit, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.  Clack and Streit felt that trick or treat should be held on October 31st no matter what day it falls on.
WIND TURBINE/TOWN MEEING OCT. 9, 2007: Streit reported that there will be a guest speaker Tuesday, October 9, 2007 at the elementary gymnasium to give a presentation on wind energy.  Streit will check into getting a projector and screen for the power point presentation.  Streit is planning a dinner at 5 p.m. with everyone paying their own way except for the speaker.  Streit will send out letters to Representative Chapin Rose and Senator Dale Ryder.  Would like to use as a pilot program and ask for funding.
WATER AND SEWER PROJECTS: Greek passed out proposals/reports from the Farnsworth Group/Andy Hanfland of preliminary estimates and grant process for: 1st - new water well #5 with location northeast of town cost estimate.  There were three locations need test holes drilled to see which would be best.  Hanfland selected the closest location for the cost estimate which came to at least $312,000.  2nd - Water Treatment Plant Expansion needed to increase processing, new softeners, etc. $305,000.  3rd - Pump Station Replacement Wastewater Treatment Plant – this is the most critical of the three that needs to be done.  The pumps were installed in 1965; the pump in the dry well is 40 some years old.  The cost of changing around things and doing away with the dry well would be $175,339.  The total cost of these three projects would be estimated to be $780,000.  Greek would like for the board to think about what to do, proceed with 1, 2, or 3 or do all three.  Grant process through DECCA funds, federal funds, most 75% of cost and would have to come up with 25% ourselves.  The village could apply for a State CDAP grant too.  The question was asked if land is annexed in and gain twenty to thirty houses would this affect the projects.  The village could handle an additional 50 family homes right now before the projects.  The wastewater treatment plant when originally built was set up for a population of 2500.  Project #3 is the only item that has not been upgraded since the wastewater treatment plant was built.  Some expenses could be deducted because Romine could do them.  Greek may have a grant writer from Farnsworth Group attend the next board meeting.  
NEW BUSINESS:

ANNEXING LAND: Streit reported that as stated in the committee report there was not a quorum at the zoning board meeting.  The meeting will be rescheduled with the AEDC, Chamber of Commerce and Allen Romine asked to be in attendance.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

SIDEWALKS: There was a complaint from the audience that a sidewalk needs replaced/repaired at the corner of Indiana Street and Orchard Avenue.  The homeowners that live by the sidewalk stated that they were told by the last board this sidewalk would be the first sidewalk repaired this year and it has not been done yet.  Members of the current board went around town and highlighted in red the worst sidewalks.  This sidewalk was not one of the first ones to be done with the new board but will try to have it completed before winter.  The village does have the funds but are running behind on the sidewalk work.  This resident also complained that when the village had the last heavy rain water was running like a river into his back yard.  The water did drain down quickly.  The board would like to ask the school about its’ check valve that was installed when new school was built.  
Another concern is still the sidewalk in front of the Family Shop.  The sidewalk slopes towards the front door and ice forms causing a hazard.  The village will look into what it will take to fix this problem.  Streit stated that the project for the boulevards downtown through the Lyondell Corp. should be granted this spring.

NUISANCE VIOLATIONS: Mayor Wallace would like to see the police department write citations for nuisance violations.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Greek made a motion to go into executive session at 8:40 p.m. to discuss personnel issues (police appointments and rate of pay), seconded by Streit.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.
REGULAR SESSION: Re-entered regular session at 9:40 p.m.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to appoint Steve Stolte temporary full time Chief at a full time police pay rate of $12.38 per hour retroactive to August 14, 2007 seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Greek, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Clack made a motion to pay the bills as presented seconded by Greek.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.

ADJOUR: MOTION: Streit made a motion to adjourn seconded by Greek.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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