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Village of Atwood, minutes

August 21, 2006

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

August 21, 2006

Village President Gene A. Greek brought the regular scheduled board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those recorded present were Steve Whisnant, Brian Lynch, Joe Dyer, Vevalee Smith, Fred Harshbarger and Shirley Schable.  
MINUTES: MOTION: Whisnant made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Harshbarger. VOTING: Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Lynch, yes; Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.
WATER & SEWER: Lynch reported that the water and sewer committee met on Wednesday, August 16, 3 p.m. at the municipal building.  Harshbarger, Lynch, Allen Romine and Andy Hanfland were present.  There was a discussion about Phase II of the water main replacement project.  A decision needed to be made whether the Village or the Farnsworth Group would handle the bidding process for the Main Street water main project.  Water report: there was 4,701,430 gallons of finished water pumped in the month of July.  The Village met all IEPA standards.   MOTION: Lynch made a motion to authorize Village President Gene A. Greek to sign and proceed with the agreement between the Village of Atwood and CSX railroad, with the additional cost of $4,750 for One-Time Encroachment Inventory License Fee ($4,000) and Railroad Protective Liability Insurance ($750.00) for Main Street project in addition to the $750 already paid for the application fee, (attach a copy of the pipeline crossing agreement no. 055981 to the Village board minutes), seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; motion carried.
FINANCE: Schable reported that a committee meeting was called to order at 7 p.m., Thursday, August 17, at the municipal building.  Whisnant and Smith were present Schable was absent.  The bills were examined and reviewed, as well as the financial report for the month of July.  A recommendation was made that the bills be presented to the board for approval and payment at the August 21st regular scheduled board meeting.  A discussion was held regarding tracking, keeping within budget and following IMRF guidelines of both full-time and part-time employees.  Extra effort of committee chairpersons should be made to monitor IMRF hours and fund accounts (budget) to avoid problems.  One part-time employee has filed an unemployment claim.  The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly department activity report for July 2006.  Patrol miles driven, 2,587; fuel used, 281.3 gallons; traffic stops, 34; warnings issued, 4; citations, 30; police reports, 13; motorist assists, 4; juvenile complaints, 2; theft reports, 1; vandalism reports, 2; domestic disputes, 1; criminal arrests, 3; calls out of town, 3; fire/medical calls, 9.  Additional information: The donated computer used by the chief to compile reports to the State of Illinois no longer works.  This computer will be purchased using fines from the DUI fund.  The use of these funds for this purpose was approved by the Douglas County State’s Attorneys office.  Report submitted by Police Chief Michael Keenan.  MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to hook up to the internet through Netcare Internet Services for a fee of $138 per year, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.  Part time police office Gary Melton resigned.  The police committee interviewed David Bostwick for the part time position.  MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to hire David Eric Bostwick as a part time Atwood police office as of August 15, 2006, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.

STREET & ALLEY: Dyer reported that the street and alley committee held a committee meeting on August 19th at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those attending were Lynch, Whisnant, Rick Myers and Chairman, Joe Dyer.  Myers reported that he needs assistance for the annual festival duties.  Myer’s thought he would need help for approximately 15 hours.  This would include setting up the stage, emptying trash and clean up.  Lynch made a motion that the committee recommend Korey Snodgrass be hired for approximately 15 hours at the rate of $8.27/hour, Whisnant seconded the motion.  The committee all agreed to this motion and also mentioned that the remainder of the Village Board needed to be notified of this motion. All board members were in total agreement of this action.  Myers was also notified that as of August 14th he is to keep a logbook of his daily duties (daily duties and requests received) for future references.  The committee also talked about a crossing guard to be used for the grade school.  This is still under review.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  Street and alley activity report for August 2006 submitted by Myers was read by Dyer.  Cleaned up limbs from recent storms, ran water and sewer tests on weekend, cleaned up boulevards to prepare for festival, marked lids for water valves to prepare for oiling, ran sickle bar along railroad tracks, cleaned up around flower beds on south side of Railroad tracks, painted crosswalks, completed upgrade on boulevard in front of the Village Bloomers, water shut offs, cleaned up brush pile, jetted sewer lines on Illinois Street, helped with water and sewer taps, patched roads and repaired mowers in shop.  There have been unwanted items being taken to the brush pile, something needs to be done.  Hope that the oiling of the streets will be completed this week or next.
PARK: Dyer reported that restrooms will be locked during the day as soon as school starts and only open weekends for awhile.

BUILDINGS AND INSURANCE: Whisnant reported that he will be going over all the insurance costs to avoid any problems next year.

OLD BUSINESS:

STORM WARNING SIREN: Greek reported that he had spoken with Joe Dukeman.  Dukeman stated that the ESDA office has no funding available for a storm warning siren.  Dukeman is checking on one source and will let the village know ASAP.
AD HOC COMMITTEE: Greek reported that he has been checking with people to be on the Ad Hoc Committee.  So far has asked Stan Harris and will ask Allen Romine.  This committee will review the current and future needs for affordable housing development within the Village of Atwood.  Prepare an inventory of available land currently available within the village limits; such as lots, sub-divisions, and village property available for housing construction.  Contact potential housing developers concerning construction of new housing with the village; and explore what incentives might be needed.  Possible incentives might include: Creation of a T.I.F. District, Land Purchase, Land annexation and Infrastructure (Road, Water, Sewers, Etc.).  Prepare a written summary report for the consideration of the village board by March 1, 2007.  Please let the Mayor know if you have any ideas of members for this committee. Need seven members.
NEW BUSINESS:

NCPERS TERM LIFE INSURANCE: The IMRF Board of Trustees endorses a term life insurance program which was developed by the National Conference on Public Employee Retirement Systems (NCPERS) and is underwritten by The Prudential Insurance Company of America and day-to-day administration is provided by The American Administration Group (American).  The term life insurance can be offered to your IMRF members at no cost to your employer.  This coverage is in addition to death and surviving spouse benefits provided through IMRF.  The monthly cost is $16 per participating member and is paid through payroll deduction. 
MEETING WITH CHAPIN ROSE: Mayor Gene Greek, Smith and Harshbarger met with State Representative Chapin Rose on August 9, 2006 for general information purposes.  Those present discussed funding for a stand by generator for the water plant, and funding for a storm warning siren.  Rose stated that the State has no money for funding these projects.
CHAMBER PRESIDENT STEPHANIE WIERMAN: Thanked everyone and especially Joe Dyer for getting State Representative Chapin Rose and US Representative Tim Johnson here for the Mayor Horty Romine Dedication Ceremony.  The ceremony went very well and the Romine family was very pleased.  Wierman stated that the festival was very good and that the Friday night attendance was the highest ever.  Wierman gave a big thank you to Rick Myers.  There were five people helped pick up Sunday A.M.  Mayor Greek was impressed and pleased at how well everything looked after the trash was picked up.  Bill Wierman helped pick up the railroad area.  Korey Snodgrass also helped during the festival.  The Chamber had to use trash barrels this year.  There were 103 entries in the parade.  The Chamber would like to have some temporary handicap parking for next year’s festival set up.  Schable commended the Chamber on the festival.  The Ladies Auxiliary sold 1130 apple dumplings and the Christian Church sold over 600.  Next year Wierman is planning on having a car show, motorcycle show, helicopter and more musical acts.  There will be a Circus coming to town at 3 p.m. on Sunday, August 27th west of the High School.  Fourteen and under free with adult.  There will be an elephant, chimpanzee, etc.
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept the bills as presented seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Smith made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss personnel at 7:40 p.m., seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried.

REGULAR SESSION: Returned to regular session at 8:10 p.m.

PART TIME HELP: MOTION: Dyer made a motion that the Village of Atwood employ Korey Snodgrass for no more than 100 hours, at the rate of $8.27 per hour and this time of employment is to be used for sidewalk repair only and will not exceed past the calendar year of 2006, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried.

COMMENDATION: MOTION: Smith made a motion that the commendation for Kevin Mante be tabled, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Dyer made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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