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Village of Atwood, minutes

August 20, 2007

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

August 20, 2007

Village President Ron Wallace brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Jim Tholen, Ken Clack, Gene Greek, Gloria Litwiller, Fred Harshbarger and Joe Streit.

MINUTES: MOTION: Clack made a motion to accept the minutes of the regular scheduled meeting of July 16, 2007, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept the minutes of the special board meeting held August 6, 2007, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

WATER & SEWER: Greek reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held August 16, 2007 at 5 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were J. Tholen, G. Greek, Chairman, R. Wallace and A. Romine.  General information provided the committee is as follows: A. Romine has been removing old water meter boxes at various locations.  He has approximately 2-3 more to remove.  B. Romine attended a seminar in Forsyth, IL on August 16, 2007.  This seminar was in connection with his required continuing-education hours for his licensure.  C. During the month of July, 2007 the water department processed an average of 145,206 gallons of processed water per day and a total of 4,501,400 gallons of processed water for the month.  The wastewater treatment plant operated within all I.E.P.A. standards for the month.  
I.E.P.A. Water Plant Inspection: On July 20, 2007 the I.E.P.A. inspected the water plant facilities and made the following noncompliance advisory (not a violation notice).  1. Add a vent to the well head for well #2.  2. Disinfect the phosphate solution by maintaining a free chlorine residual in the solution at all times.  3. Conduct a biennial cross connection survey of the water distribution system.  Items 1, and 2 have been addressed.  Item #3 will be addressed with a survey to be done in September or October.

Wastewater Treatment Plant Maintenance Update: Romine is investigating the possibility of having the weirs and scum box fabricated locally with a potential savings over the $15,000 authorized by the Board from an outside vendor.  The work would not be done until this fall after the water level has been lowered in the lagoon.
State Grant for Standby Generator: The inclusion of a line item, for a standby generator for the water department and the State budget was discussed.  It was mentioned that an inquiry had been received from another potential vendor.  State regulations require capital equipment expenditures to be publicly bid if more than $20,000.  

Update of Grant Proposals From The Farnsworth Group: On August 14, 2007, Greek spoke with Andy Hanfland, of the Farnsworth Group, concerning the status of the engineering proposals for potential grant requests for the water plant and wastewater treatment plant.  Hanfland informed Greek that the proposals are nearly completed and that he is waiting on equipment costs from vendors to complete the proposals.  Hanfland will contact Greek when the proposals are complete and will review them with the committee and the Board.  The Water and Sewer Committee meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
FINANCE: Clack was absent from the 5:30 p.m. Finance, Personnel, Cable TV Committee meeting held August 16, 2007 at the municipal building.  Those present were J. Tholen, G. Greek and R. Wallace.  Review of Bills for Payment: The committee reviewed the bills presented for payment by the Village Treasurer.  After review the committee recommends payment of the bills as presented.  Committee meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.  Clack reported that the committee needs to identify account numbers for website $780.00 and Apple Dumpling Festival Donation of $1,500.00.  Also need report from Chamber of Commerce on how $1,500.00 Village donated was spent.
STREETS, ZONING & MOSQUITO CONTROL: Tholen reported that there was a Street and Alley committee meeting held August 16, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. at the municipal building with Tholen, Chairman; Greek and Wallace present.  Lighting on Royal Court/Forest Avenue was discussed (three different options).  There is a question on whose responsibility this is (not the Village’s).  There has been an issue brought the committee’s attention.  A resident wants the Village to pursue painting curbs at Rt. 36 and Main Street.  Note: Have an address for IDOT and also a phone number to call and see what is needed to possibly do this.  The committee discussed the oiling of the streets which are to be done weather permitting this week.  Grinding was done on Ash Avenue all of the way through and also grinded Hickory Avenue from Iowa Street to Wisconsin Street.  The grinding jobs look good.  This process helps take the crown off of roads and intersections and can widen some streets a little where needed.  When doing this process have to tie road into intersections.  The Village will try to do some each year until the worst streets are dressed properly.  
Rick’s work schedule: Put new cutting edge on backhoe and greased; helped Romine with several water leaks; patched roads and chipped where needed; mowed uptown & weedeated; worked on decorative lights; striped parking places on Main Street; helped grinding of roads-located valves; dumped trash uptown & park, weedeated and sprayed diamonds and park; sprayed for mosquitoes; mowed bottom ground; put up new stop signs and other signs; help with festival; put up apple dumpling signs and banners; made additional barricades; cleaned up courtyard at municipal building; trimmed trees around new signs; poured sidewalks on North Illinois Street and patched places around school.
POLICE: Litwiller reported that the police committee started at 7:05 p.m. with committee members Streit and Litwiller present.  Chair Fred Harshbarger was absent.  Police Officer Steve Stolte was present.  Three members from the Chamber of Commerce were present to address Officer Stolte on police coverage during the festival weekend.  The Chamber members were satisfied with the coverage.  Also, Piatt and Douglas Counties would have a car driving around when available.  The members of the Chamber stated that they would have two security officers in the beer tent patrolling.  The Chamber and the Police Committee will meet September 13, 2007 to go over any comments and/or concerns of the beer tent or festival.  The public is invited to this meeting for their opinions.
Litwiller will check into the police department insurance and will do some comparisons of the coverage and costs.
The committee reviewed the times of coverage presented to them and felt that when the proper officers are in place that the schedule presented would fulfill the needs of the community best.  The committee went into recess at 8:05 p.m. and returned from recess at 8:50 p.m.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Harshbarger read the monthly police department activity report for the month of July 2007.  Patrol miles driven 1,742; fuel used, 194.3 gallons; traffic stops, 18; warnings issued, 6; citations, 16; police reports, 21; motorist assists, 4; DUI arrests, 1; juvenile complaints, 4; theft reports, 1; vandalism reports, 7; domestic disputes, 4; criminal arrests, 6; ordinance violations issued, 0; calls out of town, 8; fire/medical calls, 5; report submitted by Police Chief Michael Keenan, August 2, 2007.  Harshbarger made a comment that several police applications have came in and that the police have been pretty busy.
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT, TOURISM, & SPECIAL PROJECTS: Streit reported the meeting was brought to order at 8:05 p.m. with Joe Streit (Chairman) and Gloria Litwiller in attendance.  Police Officer Steve Stolte and Zoning Board Chairman Tyson Wingler were also present.

An informational meeting between this committee, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Economic Development Committee will be held on 8/22 at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  The purpose of this discussion is to create the content and appearance of the web site.  The web site could be up and running within a couple of months.

Streit reported hearing about an approximately $26,000 Storefront Grant that the Arcola Chamber of Commerce received to create a lighting system in downtown Arcola.  The committee is going to begin investigating the requirements to receive and apply for these funding options.  The committee also discussed the creation of a Grant Committee that could involve parties of every interested organization in Atwood.  We will discuss this further in future meetings.

The committee discussed the option of figuring out the steps involved to declare the old hardware store next to the library a nuisance and work on getting it fixed up or condemned.

Discussion of the possible wind turbine involved the option to bring in a different speaker than had been previously planned.  We are trying to look into having an informational meeting in October.

The final discussion of the meeting involved the sales of liquor in Atwood on Sundays.  This committee has heard no strong detrimental opinions from the public and can see only the chance to make more money by allowing the sales of alcohol on Sundays.  The committee discussed raising the cost of the liquor license and/or creating a new liquor license for Sundays only, but neither idea generated much support and is not being recommended.  If liquor sales were to be allowed on Sundays, this committee feels that the times of sale should be restricted to the hours of 12 p.m. to 1 a.m.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

The Zoning Board met during the committee meeting and approved five (5) different changes to the Zoning Book.  The next meeting of the Zoning Board, which will discuss expanding the corporate limits of Atwood by annexation, will be held on 9/20 at 7:00 p.m.

Felt like the festival went well.  Beer tent went well with no problems.  Saturday of the festival went well except for the rain during the parade.

BUILDINGS & INSURANCE: Litwiller reported that a buildings and insurance committee was held August 16, 2007 at 8:40 p.m. with Chairman, Litwiller and committee member Streit present.  Trustee Harshbarger was absent.

Tyson Wingler was present to ask about ways to raise money for new playground equipment at the park.  It was then discussed about possibly forming a grant committee.  The committee would be made up of members from the existing committees and organizations.  The duties of the committee would be writing for grants.

The committee was asked if they would look into implementing some youth activities at the park in the future.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Litwiller talked to the Little League President on having better communication during the Little League season.

OLD BUSINESS:

SUNDAY LIQUOR SALES: The Village received a verbal request from Dave Peebles, co-owner of P & C Market requesting that the Village allow the store to sell liquor on Sundays starting at noon.  Peebles believes revenue is going out of town. Rena and Kelly don’t want to be open on Sundays right now.  Rena and Kelly would only want to be open on Sundays when it is a special occasion such as Super Bowl Sunday and New Years.  P & C Market and Casey’s would benefit more from being open on Sundays right now.  But The Village Pub and Kell’s Place could be open if they want to.  The board asks that an ordinance be made amending the current ordinance’s closing hours for selling liquor.
VILLAGE ATTORNEY: Clack reported that he will have information so a decision can be made about a village attorney at the next board meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:

CHAPIN ROSE, STATE BUDGETED $20,000 FOR GENERATOR AND EMERGENCY SIREN:  This has been put hold.  The money may be cut from the budget by the Governor if considered part of pork projects instead of important health and safety issue.

ATWOOD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: Stephanie Wierman reported that the $1,500 the Village donated to the festival was spent as follows: $800 to Jim Easter & the Artistics; $250 towards the Car Show and $450 towards tent rentals.  The Gunny Sack Review and the next band both drew good crowds.  Thought one of the best festivals ever and the quality of vendors and their goods were better.
FIVE ZONING ORDINANCE CHANGES: MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept ordinance number 07-O-7 an ordinance amending Article 5 Sec. 500 Enforcing Officer of the municipal zoning code of the Village of Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept ordinance number 07-O-4 an ordinance amending appendix C/Permit (Enforcement Notification) of the municipal zoning code of the Village of Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept ordinance number 07-O-8 an ordinance amending Article 4 Sec. 402 Private Swimming Pools, Also adding (G) all pool owners must register with the Village Clerk, of the municipal zoning code of the Village of Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Greek, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept ordinance number 07-O-5 an ordinance amending Appendix C/Permits (Pool Registration) of the municipal zoning code of the Village of Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept ordinance number 07-O-6 an ordinance amending Article 5 Sec. 505 adding (E) to Article 5 Sec. 505 of the municipal code of the Village of Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
ZONING VARIANCE: The Village of Atwood Zoning Board of Appeals recommends to the village board that the zoning variance requested by Delores Myers for 106 N. Iowa Street, to build a garage 5 feet from property line be granted.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to approve the zoning variance to Delores Myers, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.

ZONING RESIGNATION & APPOINTMENT: MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept with regret the resignation of Amanda Romine from the zoning board of appeals, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Clack, yes; Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to recommend the appointment of Amy Randolph to the zoning board of appeals, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, Clack, yes; Greek, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.

REVIEW & PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the bills as received, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Clack, yes; Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.

MISC. BUSINESS:

RENA WILLIAMS/GARDEN OUT BACK FOR SMOKING: The board discussed what would be necessary for Rena Williams to put a garden out back of the establishment (The Village Pub) for smoking.  Williams would have to meet the state regulations.  If she adds on to the back of the business she would need to acquire a building permit from the Village.  Check to see if village liquor license covers taking drinks out in the new addition. 

GRANT COMMITTEE: Streit would like to see a grant committee/community projects committee developed to work on writing grants.  Involve every organization (Fire, PTO, Village, Chamber, AEDC) there is talent out there to do grants.  Need to get the word out to volunteers that would like to write grants.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/TIF: Doris Elmore was present representing the AEDC.  Elmore ask the board about where they were at on the forming of a TIF district and had a question concerning police coverage.

BAND BOOSTERS: The village received a letter and Stephanie Wierman wanted to remind the village board that the Atwood Hammond Band Festival will be held Saturday, October 27, 2007.  This year the field show will begin at 2 p.m. and conclude at 5:30 p.m.  The parade competition will begin at 7 p.m. and will conclude at 9 p.m.  

HALLOWEEN TRICK OR TREAT: MOTION: Streit made a motion to hold trick or treat Tuesday, October 30, 2007 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Greek made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

_________________________


______________________________


Cindy L. Ard





     Ronald E. Wallace


Village Clerk





      Village President
