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Village of Atwood, minutes

July 21, 2008

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

July 21, 2008

Village President Ronald E. Wallace brought the Atwood Village Board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Those present were Ken Clack, Gloria Litwiller, Joe Streit, Jim Tholen and Gene Greek.  Fred Harshbarger, due to the death of his sister, was recorded absent.

MINUTES: MOTION: Clack made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

WESTWOOD ESTATES: Carol Hickey was present representing Prudential Snyder Real Estate, along with Scott Raper, Prudential Snyder Real Estate and Randy Raper, Randy Raper Builder “Your Home Builder” to have this preliminary meeting to discuss the possibility of homes being built at Westwood Estates subdivision.  Randy Raper said they were thinking about homes with three bedrooms, two baths, 1200 – 1400 sq. ft. and a price range from $120,000 to $150,000.  These would be ranch homes with a crawl space.  Would like to build one or two model homes and then hope to pre sell homes.  Hope to draw people with young children and those retiring.  The cost of the homes would be $115 to $125 per sq. ft. and would include the cost of the lot.  The builders will fax over incentives they would like to see and their ideas for the project.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

STREETS, ZONING AND MOSQUITO CONTROL: Tholen reported that there was no committee meeting held.   A letter has been drafted and sent to Tim Johnson’s office pertaining to railroad work on the CSX crossings in the Village of Atwood that need to be completed.  Engineer Wayne Ward found out that the village did need to have a bid letting for the village’s road work that is to be completed.  The bid opening will take place at 10 a.m. Monday, July 28th at the municipal building.  Anything over $20,000 is required to have a bid letting.  Passing of ordinance number 08-O-3 for stop signs to be installed at North Iowa Street, North Wisconsin Street and North Kentucky Street where they T into East Central Avenue.  There have been questions brought up about drainage work and filling in of ditches in the Camelot Subdivision and some other areas in town.  There was a long discussion about the filling in of a ditch in the Camelot Subdivision.  It was decided that the village would make sure all the drainage (storm sewers) are cleaned out in this area and work on Ash Avenue where rain water runs off into the Camelot Subdivision.  Then recheck to see if this solves or helps the problem. Also, check on speed limit signs.
STOP SIGN ORDINANCE NO. 08-O-3l: MOTION: Tholen made a motion to accept ordinance number 08-O-3 an ordinance establishing stop signs in Atwood, Illinois at the south end of North Iowa Street, south end of North Wisconsin Street and the south end of Kentucky Street requiring the south bound traffic to stop where they meet East Central Avenue, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Greek, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Tholen, yes; motion carried.
WATER & SEWER: Greek reported that a committee meeting was cancelled do to a lack of a quorum, July 16, 2008, 5 p.m.  I. Wastewater treatment plant: A. A new blower has been received and installed at the plant at an estimated cost of $2,300.  Both blowers are now in working order.  B. The rebuilt pump motor has been received and installed in the plant “dry well”.  The repair cost was $3,000.  C. The necessary parts for the weir replacement at the plant are in the process of being manufactured.  II. Water treatment plant.  A. The water main at the end of West Orchard Avenue has been installed.  The final phase of the project, hooking up the services for three customers will be completed in the near future.  B. Water samples from water well #3 are continuing to test negative for bacterial presence.  Testing will continue on a frequent basis according to a procedure outlined by Andy Hanfland in a letter to the I.E.P.A.  Water production from water well #3 has been increased due to the restoration process.  C. The village has received a check fro the amount of $20,000 from the State in response to the grant request for a standby generator for the water treatment plant.  This generator will be for emergency power outages at the water plant and for the emergency warning siren.  III. Water and sewer department operations.  A. The water department processed an average of 179,564 gallons of processed water per day during the month of June.  A total of 5,386,930 gallons of water were processed for the month.  B. The wastewater treatment plant operated within all I.E.P.A. standards for the month.  C. The new pickup truck was received by the department during the month of June.  The old pickup has been retained by the department for backup use.  
Standby Emergency Generator:  Greek reported that the Village has received a proposal 02-228-2 for a Generator to be installed on the south side of the water plant.  The generator $13,720.00, electrical materials, $4,323.00, installation $2,080.00, the village would have to install a concrete pad.  The Village will put an ad in the newspaper accepting bids for this project.
FINANCE: Clack reported that a committee meeting was not held.  
REVIEW & PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Clack made a motion to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.

POLICE: Litwiller reported that a police committee meeting was held Wednesday, July 16, 2008 at 7 p.m.  Fred Harshbarger, Chairman; Streit, Litwiller and Officer Timothy Jimenez were present.  Special guests were Julie Workman, Rita Winter and other representatives of an animal control group and Randy Lance an insurance representative of Health Alliance and Pekin Insurance. 
A resident asked that a stop sign be placed on the corner of Ohio and Forest Streets, also a deaf child sign on Ohio Street.  This will be turned over to the Street and Alley Committee.

The June training for the AED’s has been changed to July 21st with Angie Speagle teaching the class.
Julie Workman and other representatives discussed the animal control acts and how they affect the village and our police department as enforcers of the animal ordinance violations.  Julie suggests that the village rewrites and/or implements new ordinances for animal control.  Julie also discussed having a multiple tag with the village receiving the money from these tags.  Rita Winter from the animal shelter presented cost ($300 per dog and $250 per cat) owner pays fee (very rare that don’t find owner) and regulations of impoundment and the releasing of an animal.  Julia Workman is State Certified and recommends that animals be chipped and tagged.  Gloria will check with the insurance company on the cost and liability of having a contracted person for animal control.
Randy Lance went over policies for individual and group health and life insurance coverage for full time employees and also disability coverage for police officers.  There are forms for employees to fill and return to Gloria by August 4th so can turn in for a quote.

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT, TOURISM, & SPECIAL PROJECTS: The committee meeting was brought to order at 8:46 p.m., July 16, 2008, at the Municipal Building with Joe Streit (Chairman), Gloria Litwiller and Fred Harshbarger in attendance. The Chamber of Commerce and the Atwood Economic Development Committee have asked Seventh Eye Studios to finish the creation of the Atwood Web Site. They expect to pay $600 for the creation, and the provider will host the site at no expense to the Village unless traffic is excessive, at which time the Village might have to pay a monthly hosting fee. Shawn Robinson is the point of contact for getting this completed. The meeting adjourned at 8:49 pm. 

PARK, INSURANCE AND BUILDING: Litwiller reported that the Park, Insurance and Building Committee meeting was held on July 16, 2008 at the Municipal building.  The meeting started at 8:50 p.m. with Litwiller (Chairman), Streit and Harshbarger present.  Litwiller will talk to the insurance company on the cost and liabilities of contracting animal control.  Litwiller will also pass out insurance forms from Health Alliance and Pekin Insurance Company to be filled out by all employees.  By filling out these insurance forms, does not mean we are getting this insurance.  The forms need to be filled out in order to get quotes.  The forms need to be turned back in by August 4th.
Litwiller still needs the serial numbers and model numbers for all the new or different police equipment.  If any other departments have new or different equipment, Litwiller needs those numbers for the insurance company also.  The meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m.
OLD BUSINESS:

STREET LIGHTING POLE: MOTION: Clack made a motion to approve AmerenCilco to install a new pole and street light at the corner of North Iowa Street and East Forest Avenue for a one time charge of $2,000, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.  
AmerenCilco will take care of the replacement of the pole from now on, with there being a small fee each month on the street light.  The Village is supposed to be eligible for four more energy efficient lights to be used to replace four old high usage lights.  
SPEED LIMIT ORDINANCE: Tholen stated that the village will bring this issue up at the next village board meeting.

WIND TURBINE: Streit reported that a meeting was held July 18th with Steve Smith and Andy Hanfland of the Farnsworth Group at 11 a.m. at the At-The-Woods Café.  Smith is Farnsworth Group’s resident expert on alternative energy, specifically in wind and solar energy.
Smith knows of a grant available that would cover the cost of putting up a $25,000 MET tower, which would measure wind speed, direction, and temperature.  The purpose of a MET tower is to assess one year’s worth of data at a specific site in order to further justify the permanent installation of an industrial wind turbine.  This grant is offered through the Illinois Clean Energy Foundation.
Farnsworth Group has been successful in securing this grant for other organizations in the state, and can apply for it for the Village.  The costs associated with the application are a fixed cost of $1,500 for the application letter and the writing of the actual grant, and a $3,500 expense upon successful approval of the grant to coordinate the logistics involved and to handle paperwork processing with the state.  Total expense for a successful grant would be $5,000 to get a $25,000 tower installed.  The only guaranteed cost would be $1,500, and if the grant is denied then Farnsworth Group would be able to still secure a MET tower for the Village at the Regular $25,000 price should we want to go that route.
The application deadline for the grant is January 19th, 2009, and Farnsworth Group would like to have 45 days to finish their paperwork, meaning that the Village Board would have to make a decision on this no later than the November 2008 Board meeting.

Streit would like to recommend that the Board review this information, think about and discuss possible tower locations (1000 yards from any existing residences, if possible), and recommend a course of action by the September Board meeting, if possible.  Smith stated that these grants have been getting a 90% approval rating.  The minimum wind speed for the MET tower is 12 mph and this area averages 13 – 14 mph.

NEW BUSINESS:

POLICE COVERAGE: It has been reported that there has been a juvenile crime problem.  Juveniles are doing things they shouldn’t when off shift and it is also difficult for one patrolman to get in a foot chase with juveniles.  The police committee and police officers are discussing not having around the clock, so two officers can be on at the same time at night.  Tyler Drake will be filling Alex Ruggieri’s full time position as a temporary full time employee until Ruggieri returns from National Guard duties.  There will be two days that will not have twenty four hour coverage.  Most of the time things are occurring after the officers leave town when their shift is over and there are some juveniles running all over town between the hours of 4-5 a.m.  There could also be pipeline workers around starting in September.  The board would like for there to be a second person on at night from now through Halloween.

BEER TENT: The board gave Stephanie Wierman, chairman of the Atwood Chamber of Commerce the ok for the festival beer tent.  The letter has already been prepared for her to send to Springfield.

AEDC: Alora Murphy, president of the Atwood Economic Development Corporation was present to ask if the Village could help with the bill for the Doctor’s building repairs and remodeling.  The AEDC has increased the monthly rent for the building to $400 a month.  The office hours have also been extended to five days a week.  Kirby paid the labor for the repairs and remodeling and is asking the AEDC to pay for the materials which came to $6,851.42.  MOTION: Greek made a motion to allocate to AEDC $4,000 for material costs for the Doctor’s office repairs, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Clack, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.
THANK YOU: The Village board thanked Carolyn Greek for the new Illinois flag that is flying in the conference room.

CONGRATULATIONS: Clack congratulated Police Chief Cliff Ponder for riding a bicycle approximately 532 miles in seven days for Habitat for Humanity and for the group raising $133,000.  The money Ponder raised will go to the Piatt County Habitat for Humanity. 
TRASH PROBLEM: There was a complaint of a trash problem on North Kentucky Street and also a pontoon boat parked along the street.  

ATWOOD MUSIC CO.: Mayor Wallace read a letter the Village received dated July 11, 2008 from the owner of the Atwood Music Co., Nathan Denton.  Denton has had to move out of the building up town and provide music lessons out of his home to do the poor condition of the building south of the Atwood Music Company.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Streit made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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