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Village of Atwood, minutes

July 17, 2006


VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

July 17, 2006

Village President Gene A. Greek brought the regular scheduled board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those recorded present were Joe Dyer, Brian Lynch, Steve Whisnant, Vevalee Smith, Shirley Schable and Fred Harshbarger.

MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes of the regular scheduled meeting of June 19, 2006, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.   MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes of the special meetings held on June 1, 2006 and June 29, 2006, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
DEDICATION FOR THE LATE MAYOR HORTY ROMINE: Stephanie Wierman reported that the dedication for the late Mayor Horty Romine will be held following the 2:00 p.m. parade on Saturday, August 19th.  The presentation will include dedicating the signs honoring Mayor Romine; a resolution read by Representative Chapin Rose, two State Flags presented by Chapin Rose and possibly a US Flag that has been flown over the US Capitol Building is Washington, D.C. from U.S. Representative Tim Johnson’s office.  Invitations have been sent to the Romine family.  Wierman would like for the Village Board to be on stage, with Mayor Greek making a short speech about Mayor Romine.  The sign will be covered then revealed.  Friday night the Black Diamond will be on stage.  Barber Shop Quartet will be singing after the Romine Dedication.  Saturday, Power of Praise will be singing. There will be country singers and a chain saw demonstration with one of the items made being auctioned off.  Allied Waste, formerly Prairie State Waste will not donate their services this year.  Wierman will check with IV Container Incorporated and Matchbox Disposal Services.
ZONING BOARD APPOINTMENTS SWEARING IN: Mayor Greek swore in appointees, Jared Crowe and Ken Clack, to the zoning board of appeals.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

WATER AND SEWER: Lynch reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held Wednesday, July 12 at 3 p.m. at the municipal building.  Lynch, Harshbarger and Allen Romine were present.  The Kentucky Street project’s 6 inch water line is in but not in use until receives final approval from the IEPA.  The Main Street project is on hold until the Village receives the CSX Railroad’s permit.  The water pressure will be better on the South end of town when this project is completed.  The Village will also meet ISL water pressure ratings.  September 1, 2006 will be the first billing for master meters.  All water tests met IEPA standards.  4,000,744 gallons of finished water were pumped.  Booster pumps at the water plant have been running 22 hours instead of the normal 18 hours.  There is nothing new on funding for a backup generator for the water plant.  There was a request for a water leak abatement that was granted.
FINANCE: Schable reported that a Finance, Personnel and Cable TV committee meeting was held on July 13, 2006 at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Committee members present were Vevalee Smith, Steve Whisnant and Shirley Schable.  Personnel issues were discussed. Schable noted that a special Police Committee Meeting is scheduled for July 18th.  The bills for payment were reviewed.  Whisnant moved that they be approved for payment as presented; Smith seconded the motion and it carried.  The committee discussed assisting with purchasing a Global Technical Systems Communications and Warning System as presented by District Fire Chief Joe Dukeman.  Schable stated that she had spoken with the county’s ESDA Director and members of neighboring communities regarding such a system.  The consensus of the Committee was that an enhanced system is desirable; however, the Committee agreed that additional venues of support (i.e. Federal funding, Homeland Security monies, grant, etc.) should be pursued by the Fire Protection District with the assistance of the Village of Atwood as necessary.  Mayor Greek stated that Joe Dukeman is trying to pursue funding through Chuck Morris, Piatt County for grant money.  John Lyons thought there might be funds available.
Further budgetary issues were discussed including the viability of a TIF district for Atwood.  The Committee agreed that the formation of such a district at this time was not feasible due primarily to the cost.  But also, due to administrative issues which could result from the fact that the current make-up of the Board could change with the next election.  All members of the Committee expressed interest in meeting with a residential developer(s) who may have interest in building homes in Atwood.  The possibility of the Village providing assistance directly to such a development was discussed.  The meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.
POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly police department activity report for June 2006.  Patrol miles driven, 2,663; fuel used, 257.6 gallons; traffic stops, 6; warnings issued, 1; citations written, 5; police reports, 15; motorist assists, 1; juvenile complaints, 2; theft reports, 2; vandalism reports, 1; domestic disputes, 1; criminal arrests, 4; ordinance violations issued, 2; burglaries to residences, 1; calls out of town, 4; fire/medical calls, 3; report submitted by Atwood Police Chief Mike Keenan.  There were two police committee meetings held, one was June 29 and the other was held July 12th at the municipal building.
STREETS:  Dyer reported that a street and alley committee meeting was held July 13, 2006 at 8 p.m. with Dyer, Whisnant and Lynch present.  A discussion was held about ordinances describing handicap parking spaces and special “no parking” areas around town.  These areas possibly do not need special ordinances, but rather that they may fall under State laws and ordinances that are already in place.  This subject will be discussed further at the next meeting in August.  The street and alley department has a part-time employee that has met his requirement of 900 hours for the year.  Dyer informed the other committee members of this information.  The village also received a letter from the Illinois Department of Transportation requesting updated information about designated Class II and Class III truck routes within the Village limits.  Each member read the letter and it was requested to call Wayne Ward, who serves as the village’s engineer for this information.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  Dyer placed a call to Ward on July 17th was informed by Ward that the village does not have any roads that are designated as Class II or Class III truck routes.  Dyer will submit the form back to IDOT with this information.  Myers cleaned gutters along Main Street, ran water and sewer weekend, helped with water line, mowed uptown and bottom ground.  Part-time employee Greg Clark is done as of July 14, 2006 with 908.5 hours.  Don’t know what committee is going to decide to do about part-time help for street & alley department.  The sidewalk on west side of Indiana Street was a bad pour and needs replaced.  There was a complaint about an alley being blocked and a parking problem on W. Orchard Avenue.  Need to have Myers check out the storm sewer on N. Illinois Street across from the elementary school.
PARK: Dyer reported that the Summer Reading Program held a Survivor-Book Island Party at the park in honor of the end of the Summer Reading Program.  The children enjoyed many “reward challenges” followed by pizza and prizes.  Dyer brought a load of sand for the “Buried Treasurer” challenge and relay.  Cindy was very nice and helpful while making the arrangements.  It was comforting to know that we have such a nice facility to use with clean bathrooms, picnic facilities and available trashcans.  Note received from Renee Brown.

The electric box at the pavilion was vandalized and repaired by Greg Clark.

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT: Schable reported that a resident was fined for violating the burn ordinance in the amount of $1,000 which has been paid.  The ordinance was tested and did hold up in court.

Smith had a concern about private swimming pools, especially the inflatable pools that by the current ordinance are to have a six foot high fence with a gate and a lock.  They are also supposed to meet village setbacks from property lines.  Police to enforce temporary pools; are the residents to have temporary fences?  As long as fences are 6 feet high doesn’t matter if they are wood or wire per a zoning board member.
OLD BUSINESS:

TIF DISTRICT: Greek reported that the TIF District has been tabled.  Does the village board want to take action?  It would cost the village $25,000 - $45,000 to start a TIF District.  There is also a question about a potential for a new board in April 2007.  It would take Champaign County Regional Planning Commission six to eight months to create TIF District with a new village board having to administer what was decided upon by the previous board.  Finance committee is in favor of setting up meetings with residential developers without a TIF.  Finance committee doesn’t recommend a TIF District right now.  Roger Harris was contacted by Riley Homes.  MOTION: Schable made a motion that the Village Board adds an ad hock committee to pursue conversations with potential developers with Atwood, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.  This ad hock committee would be a short term committee made of a few village board members and a few people from the community selected by Mayor Greek.
INSURANCE: The insurance packet has been received by the Village.  The packet needs reviewed and returned to the Illinois Municipal League by August 1, 2006.

BEER GARDEN: MOTION: Schable made a motion to allow Rena Williams owner of the Village Pub to have a beer garden at her establishment on August 19, 2006, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to pay the bills as submitted, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; Dyer, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

EAST ORCHARD RESIDENCE: Harshbarger reported that a residence on East Orchard Avenue was left with items out front of house.  It was reported to the Village office that there was a bad odor coming from this residence.  It was determined that meat had been left to spoil in a plastic garbage container outside in the very hot temperatures.  The situation has been taken care of for now but need to keep an eye on the residence.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Dyer made a motion to go into executive session to discuss a personnel issue at 7:40 p.m., seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
REGULAR SESSION: Returned to regular session at 8:02 p.m.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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