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Village of Atwood, minutes

June 19, 2006

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

June 19, 2006

Village President Gene A. Greek brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Steve Whisnant, Shirley Schable, Vevalee Smith, Joe Dyer, Fred Harshbarger and Brian Lynch.

MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 15th regular scheduled meeting as presented seconded by Lynch.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.  MOTION: Smith made a motion to accept the minutes of the June 1st special meeting as presented seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, abstained; Whisnant, yes; Schable, abstained; Smith, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
WATER & SEWER: Lynch reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held June 14th at 3 p.m. at the municipal building with Lynch, Harshbarger and Romine present.  Phase I of the water main projects, Kentucky Street, is waiting on the permit from CSX railroad.  Farnsworth Engineering is working with Allen Romine on these projects.  Romine will talk to the County Engineer to see if he has any suggestions on how to speed the railroad permit up.  If takes this long for obtaining the permit for Phase II may be 2007 before completion.  The water and sewer committee also discussed the cost of a generator for the water plant.  The cost would be approximately $13,985.  Greek will check to see if there is any grant money.  Central meter billing will begin September 1, 2006 for those not already being billed from their central meters.  Abating sewer usage for filling of swimming pools will no longer be done.  There was a request for a water line to be run north of town to a residence.  This request would be cost prohibitive right now.  The water and sewer plants met all of the IEPA requirements for the month of May.  The committee meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
FINANCE, PERSONNEL & CABLE TV: Schable reported that the finance committee met on June 15th at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Schable, Whisnant and Smith were present.  The bills were reviewed and approved and a personnel matter was discussed.  The committee decided that the finance, personnel and cable TV committee will always meet the Thursday before a regular scheduled board meeting at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m.
POLICE, SAFETY & HEALTH: Harshbarger read the monthly department activity report for May 2006 submitted by Police Chief Michael Keenan.  Patrol miles driven, 2,709; fuel used, 253.5 gallons; traffic stops, 24; warnings issued, 2; citations written, 25; police reports, 11; motorist assists, 2; traffic crashes, 1; DUI Arrests, 2; juvenile complaints, 1; theft reports, 1; vandalism reports, 1; criminal arrests, 4; ordinance violations issued, 2; calls out of town, 4; fire/medical calls, 3.

STREETS, ZONING & MOSQUITO: Dyer reported that limbs and trash have been picked up, a tree was taken down that was located on the boulevard by the Christian Church, park playground has been worked on, treated bottom ground for mosquitoes, mowed and trimmed grass uptown, treated catch basins for mosquitoes, worked on Elm and Central sidewalks, worked Saturday Clean up Day, the roof is going to need to be replaced on the municipal building, sprayed for mosquitoes and cleaned park.  Zoning ordinance amendments will be presented in new business.

BUILDINGS & INSURANCE: Whisnant talked with Mike Atchison of the IL Municipal League Insurance.  The Village will be receiving a packet the middle of July about their insurance coverage.  Some insurance coverage does not increase rates as much as others.  Whisnant wants to check to see if some of the village’s coverage is outdated on certain items.  Liabilities increase insurance more than other types of insurance coverage. 
OLD BUSINESS:

SPLIT RAIL FENCE: The village did receive a map from Debra Myers/Village Bloomers showing what she wants to do in front of her flower shop.  Three sections of fence to be removed, brick the boulevard with a flower garden being added later.  Myers has the brick.  There would be minimal costs to the village.  Lee’s Donut Shop needs old rickety white fence taken out and cleaned up.  Leave brown fencing in front of Donut Shop.  MOTION: Whisnant made a motion to allow Debra Myers to take out three sections of village fence and brick installed, landscaping in front of property as per sketch submitted, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; Lynch, yes; motion carried.
STORM WARNING SIREN: Joe Dukeman was present to provide information and answer questions about a proposed new storm warning siren.  The current siren can not be triggered if there is no power in the Village.  A new siren would cost $16,283.83.  It would sound at 127 decibels, louder with residences outside the village limits hearing the siren and the siren would spin.  Dukeman would like to see the old siren and pole go to the Village of Garrett and the cost of the new siren be divided between the fire department, Village of Atwood and Village of Garrett.  The finance committee will report back on this proposal.
MOWING: Greek reported that there is a mowing problem in town.  The Village is spending 32 hours per week mowing.  The mower has had to have the mower deck replaced, radiator replaced and the tractor’s power take off is ready to break and would take $2,000 to $3,000 to repair.  Mayor Greek listed all the areas that the Village currently mows.  A new mower would cost the village $15,000 to $20,000.  The village board instructs Allen Romine not to mow the right-of-ways.  Property owners should be mowing these areas.  There may need to be a couple of notifications made to property owners of the change in policy.  The cost of a mower has been split half and half between the general fund and the water and sewer fund.
BACK UP GENERATOR FOR WATER PLANT: Greek reported that Ken Bennett, US Senate, reported to Greek that there is grant funding available. Can apply for and need to put written proposals in for back up generator for water plant in ASAP.

ZONING BOARD APPOINTMENT: Mayor Greek appointed Ken Clack to the zoning board appeals, due to Bonnie Chesnut’s term ending.  MOTION: Lynch made a motion to accept the appointment of Ken Clack to the Zoning Board Appeals of the Village of Atwood, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, abstained; Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.
WATER PROJECT:  Greek reported that the Village has received a letter from CSX Railroad with a new agreement enclosed.  The Village has already paid $750 for each application fee incurred for the Kentucky Street and Main Street water main projects. Now CSX is requesting a one time license fee of $1,000 to last 25 years (2031) for the Kentucky Street project and a $750 charge for liability insurance.  MOTION: Smith made a motion to authorize Village President Gene A. Greek to sign and proceed with the agreement between the Village of Atwood and CSX Railroad, with the additional cost of $1,750 for One-Time License Fee ($1,000) and Railroad Protective Liability Insurance ($750) for Kentucky Street project in addition to the $750 already paid for the application fee, (attach a copy of the pipeline crossing agreement no. 056025 to the Village board minutes), seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Lynch, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Schable, no; Smith, yes; Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; motion carried.
T.I.F. DISTRICT: The village received a letter from Roger Harris that was written by Dennis Riley of Riley Homes.  The letter was asking if any further action had taken place concerning a T.I.F. District.  There has not been any further action taken and the item has been tabled for several months.  The village board needs to take action one way or the other in next couple of months.
NEW BUSINESS:

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE: MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept ordinance number 06-O-4 an ordinance making appropriations for the Village of Atwood, Piatt and Douglas Counties, Illinois for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 2006 and ending April 30, 2007, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; motion carried.
BUDGET TRANSFERS: MOTION: Schable made a motion to transfer from water and sewer fund 5100 operation and maintenance: $2,500 into 5500 reserve for depreciation, $52 into 5600 reserve bond and interest (tower loan), $450 into 5900 debt service fund and $250 out of 1600 (cash) into 01.111 general fund, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; Lynch, yes; motion carried.  

GENERALLY PREVAILING WAGE RATE ORDINANCE: MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept ordinance number 06-O-3 an ordinance approving the generally prevailing hourly wage rates for all laborers, mechanics and other workmen employed in any public works by or on behalf of the Village of Atwood, Illinois for the period from June 1, 2006, through May 31, 2007, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Lynch, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
ZONING ORDINANCES: MOTION: Lynch made a motion to accept ordinance number 06-O-5 an ordinance amending article 4 section 402 (private swimming pools) of the municipal zoning code of Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
MOTION: Lynch made a motion to accept ordinance number 06-O-6 an ordinance amending article 4 section 402 permit for in ground swimming pools of the municipal zoning code of Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; motion carried.
MOTION: Lynch made a motion to accept ordinance number 06-O-7 an ordinance amending article 3 section 301/Districts/R2 Multiple Family Residential of the municipal zoning code of Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; Lynch, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried.

MOTION: Lynch made a motion to accept ordinance number 06-O-8 an ordinance amending appendix B/Schedule of authorized and special uses of the municipal zoning code of Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; motion carried.
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept payment of the bills as presented, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Lynch, yes; Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

MUNICIPAL BUILDING ROOF: The municipal building roof is going to need repair in the future.
APPLE DUMPLING FESTIVAL (BEER TENT): There was a question on whether a beer tent could be set up in the parking lot of the grocery store during the Apple Dumpling Festival.  The Grocery Store only has a retail sale liquor license (package sales only) not for consumption on property.  The Café does not have a liquor license.  There was no one present to speak on their behalf.
CONCERNED CITIZENS: Mayor Greek thanked the audience for their patience.  Greek asked if there was someone who would speak for the group.  Then the Village board would be going into executive session.  John Lyons was the spokes person for the group.  Lyons stated that he had been contacted by several people wanting him to speak on Tom Zeigler’s (Ziggy’s) behalf.  Carol Mateer, Bernadine Andrews and Kenny Hunnicutt also spoke on Zeigler’s behalf.  Mayor Greek thanked everyone.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Schable made a motion to go into executive session for personnel reasons at 8:15 p.m., seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
REGULAR SESSION: Entered into regular session at 8:37 p.m.  Smith stated that re-guarding Tom Zeigler the village board has read the letters from Zeigler dated June 6, 2006 and June 19, 2006, the board just coming out of executive session most regrettably can not expound.  MOTION: Smith made a motion that the village board table both letters and hold a special meeting of the village trustees for Monday, June 26, 2006 at 7 p.m. at the municipal building for further investigation and some type of reconciliation of problems that may or may not exist, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried.
ADJOURN: MOTION: Dyer made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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