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Village of Atwood, minutes

June 18, 2007

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting
June 18, 2007

Village President Ron Wallace brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Fred Harshbarger, Ken Clack, Gloria Litwiller, Gene Greek, Jim Tholen and Joe Streit.
MINUTES: MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 21st regular board meeting, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
MINUTES: MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 29th special board meeting, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
WATER AND SEWER: Greek reported that a committee meeting was held June 14 at 5 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Clack, Tholen, Greek-Chairman, Allen Romine and Mayor Wallace.

The water and sewer department has hired Caleb Reynolds as a summer help employee.  Caleb is a senior at AHHS.  Romine assisted the Village of Garrett with the repair of a water line requiring Romine’s expertise.  Romine has contacted the Dunn Co. about the re-surfacing of Elm Avenue over the new water line installation.  Three inch asphalt will be applied at a cost of $2,600.  The work will be done the week of June 18th.  The Village received a letter from the IEPA accepting our response for the maintenance of the weirs at the wastewater treatment plant.  The work is scheduled for this summer.  The Village received from the Illinois Department of Economic Opportunity, Community Development Assistance Program (C.D.A.P.) application guidebooks and forms for Planning Assistance Design Engineering, Housing Rehabilitation, Economic Development, and Public Facilities.  The guidebooks will be available for village use.  Water usage for May 2007 averaged 153,197 gallons per day and a total of 4,749,120 gallons for the month.  Total usage for May was approximately 700,000 gallons more than April.  Friday and Saturday the Village used 240,000 gallons of water from the ground and processed 200,000 gallons of water.  The wastewater treatment plant operated within all IEPA standards for the month. The vacant lot at the corner of Forest and Indiana Streets has been listed for sale.  The village’s lien of $2,585 still remains until paid.
The committee also discussed the short and long term project priorities for the water sewer department.  The short-term project priorities are: wastewater treatment plant weir maintenance, stand-by generator for water treatment plant and purchase of new pickup truck.  
The long-term project priorities are: new water supply well, wastewater treatment plant pump station replacement and water treatment plant upgrade.   The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
FINANCE: Clack reported that a finance committee meeting was held on June 14th at 5:30 p.m. with Clack-Chairman, Tholen, Greek and Mayor Wallace present.  Reviewed invoices for payment.  Tourism Building phone charge of 22 cents explained to the committee by Treasurer Connie England.  The Village pays the entire phone bill at the Visitors’ Center except for long distance phone calls.  It costs the village approximately $120 per month for utilities for the visitor’s center.  Stephanie Wierman asked that the village approve spending $20 for a 2x2 ad for the Fire Departments’ 60th anniversary.  Wierman also asked for a monetary donation from the village for the Apple Dumpling Festival in the amount of $2,500.  Clack stated that the village can not afford the full amount but will support the Apple Dumpling Festival with a $1,500 donation.  The Chamber of Commerce will provide the board with a statement of how the money was spent.

The committee discussed the Mediacom Franchise Agreement.  The committee recommends renewing the agreement with Mediacom with the 3% franchise fee remaining the same and the contract length will be another 15 years.  The current agreement will expire January 16, 2010.  The new agreement will expire January 16, 2025.  The appropriation ordinance has been reviewed and will be brought up for approval in old business.

The village will wait to trim trees in the fall.  Tholen will check into the cost and information on how the trees should be trimmed.

The minimum wage increases to $7.50 per hour July 1, 2007.  A motion will be made in new business to match what the new State law is.

The Village Attorney has had health problems, a death in the family and an increased work load.  The village will start checking on other possible attorneys in case current attorney feels she can not handle Atwood’s legal work.

STREET, ZONING & MOSQUITO: Tholen reported that the street and alley committee met on June 14, 1007 at 6:00 p.m. at the municipal building.  Greek, Clack, Tholen-Chairman and Mayor Wallace were present.  Street and Alley activity report for May/June is: Mowing and trimming, had community service girl pickup up trash and painting curbs, helped repair fire hydrant on Juniper Drive, helped with water leak on Oak Terrace, worked on catch basin, driveshaft broke on backhoe (Shaft Ford repaired backhoe and it is back in service), the village borrowed John Terril’s backhoe for clean up day and fixed tile east of town in Gregory’s field that ended up not being village’s tile.  In miscellaneous business: will check with an arborist on how to trim trees back so look nice and will not be overgrown.  The committee toured the town Saturday looking at the streets and sidewalks, the worst sidewalks are where the trees have buckled the concrete up.  
Tholen talked with Jim Wheeler from Walker Construction about some of the intersections in town being ground and tilled down eight inches deep and then come right back in and cover with oil and chip.  The village will start having a few intersections done a year until all that need ground and tilled down are completed.  
New center striping will be completed from Magnolia Avenue to Birch Avenue when the road going north out of down is completed.  The State is responsible for painting the center line from Birch Avenue to Rt. 36.
The village has been asked about street lights being installed in Westwood Estates.  Tholen has spoken with Billy Fleming about street lights.  Fleming stated to Tholen that Ameren is getting out of the Street lighting business.  Most of the time, developers or subdivision owners are responsible for installing the street lighting.  For Ameren to set a pole would cost $2,200 and then would still have the cost of running the wiring and purchasing and installing the light fixture.  A fiberglass decorative pole light that wouldn’t be as tall as a street light would cost $300 and then would still have the expense of running the wiring/electricity.

Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman, Tyson Wingler spoke from the audience that he feels the village should enforce the ordinance on mowing in the Westwood Estates subdivision.  There can be fines levied if violates ordinance.  Tholen felt this is a good idea.
POLICE: Harshbarger reported that the police committee met on June 6th at 7:00 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Streit, Litwiller and Harshbarger-Chairman.  The police report for the month of May 2007 was handed out to the members on the committee.  It showed the monthly report with last month as a comparison.  It was asked if the Chief could do a different spread sheet with twelve months of comparisons for the board to review.  
The Police committee also discussed personnel issues concerning police coverage while a current police officer is off on sick leave.  
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT, TOURISM & SPECIAL PROJECTS: Streit reported that a committee meeting was held June 7th at 7:35 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Streit (Chairman), Harshbarger and Litwiller.  Also present were Atwood Chamber of Commerce President Stephanie Wierman and Atwood Economic Development Committee Chairwoman Doris Elmore.

A possible village web site was discussed.  With all details pending approval of the Village Board, an agreement was made that the initial cost to create a web site would be furnished entirely by the Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Committee.  The Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Committee would profit from any revenue derived from advertising sales in the future.  The appearance of the web site would be such that the home page would provide access through three portals to devoted sections for the Village, Chamber, and Economic Development, respectively.  
Common links, a calendar of events, and general information would be shared among the three sections.  Site content would be changed through limited access from representatives from each organization.  
The Village of Atwood would have the ultimate content control and would maintain the annual site upkeep expenses, expected to be approximately $780 per year or $65 per month for 20 pages.  The Chamber of Commerce is going to try to secure the domain name of www.atwoodillinois.com.
The committee discussed the Chamber of Commerce’s request for funding.  In the past, the Village of Atwood has given up to $5,000 to the Chamber of Commerce, although nothing is currently allocated.  The committee feels that giving some funds to the main organization in town responsible for working with current and future businesses is beneficial.  The work that the Chamber of Commerce has done in allowing the Village to benefit from the Energy Cooperative alone will cover at least $1,000, and feel that this is an appropriate value that can be allocated easily based off of the projected savings even after the recouping of expenses to join the cooperative.  This committee would like to ask the Finance committee and others to look for additional funds in order to meet their request of $2,500.

In order to get more publicity for the Village, this committee would like to have in the future a Press Release announcing the monthly Village Board meeting agenda and a monthly Village meeting summary distributed to print media outlets.  These would be sent to the Atwood Herald, Journal-Republican, The Regional, Tri-County Journal, Decatur Herald & Review, and The News-Gazette.  To accommodate deadlines, these agendas should be sent to media outlets by Monday at noon one week prior to monthly meetings.  A meeting summary should be sent by the following Monday at noon in order to make the next week’s editions.  The combined exposure gained by having possible news about our town every two weeks is incalculable, but an easy, no cost method for publicity.

The Atwood All Around Town Garage Sales seemed to go very smoothly.  Thank you to the Chamber of Commerce for planning and executing another successful event.  

Discussion of a Wind Farm/Power Plant took place and this committee would find it beneficial to hear more information from a reputable source on the feasibility of such a project before any expense would be incurred.  Mr. Roger Brown from Western Illinois University, who holds the responsibility of creating a Wind Map for the State of Illinois, is available for use in this regard and will be contacted to make a presentation to the Village Board and /or the entire community if we can arrange such an opportunity.  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.   
An audience member asked if Amazon.com could be used at a lower cost.  Another audience member felt that the village is lacking because they don’t have a web site.  Citizens could access the web site for information during non-business hours.
BUILDINGS & INSURANCE, PARK: Litwiller reported that there was no business conducted for the buildings and insurance, park committee.
OLD BUSINESS:

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE: MOTION: Clack made a motion to adopt ordinance number 07-O-03 an ordinance making appropriations for the village of Atwood, Piatt and Douglas counties, Illinois for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 2007 and ending April 20, 2008 or for FY’08 seconded by Greek.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Tholen yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.
MEDIACOM AGREEMENT: MOTION: Streit made a motion to go ahead and enter into the franchise agreement with Mediacom LLC with the agreement not changing, the franchise fee being 3% and the new agreement extending from the current expiration date of January 16, 2010 for 15 years to January 16, 2025, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
APPLE DUMPLING FESTIVAL DONATION: MOTION: Tholen made a motion that the village donate $1,500 towards the Apple Dumpling Festival with the stipulation the Chamber of Commerce present the board with an itemized statement of expenditures, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; motion carried.

WIND STUDY: Streit would like for the village to invite Roger Brown from Western Illinois University to give a presentation on the history of map wind speed, etc.  Streit would like for the presentation to involve the Chamber of Commerce and School Board.  Address more than one provider, big makers sell/wholesalers, trouble with final purchase price, history behind businesses would purchase from, in other words an informational meeting.  Streit asked if the village would pay for Mr. Brown’s traveling expenses, etc.  The village board felt this meeting should be a special meeting held in the elementary school’s gymnasium a night in August or September.  Streit will check with Mr. Brown and get back with the village board.

NEW BUSINESS:

MINIMUM WAGE RATE INCREASE: MOTION: Clack made a motion that the Village of Atwood increases their minimum wage per State law to $7.50 July 1, 2007; $7.75 on July 1, 2008; $8.00 July 1, 2009; and $8.25 July 1, 2010; seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.

CIMOA MEETING: Mayor Wallace reported the he and Harshbarger attended the CIMOA meeting May 24th.  The program for the meeting was on the Mahomet Aquifer.  The presenter stated that there is no problem with water supply even with the possibility of nine new plants including Future Gen pulling off of the aquifer.  
A three year study of water usage has been projected out through the year 2050.  Champaign County alone uses 23 million gallons per day.  Mayor Wallace also learned at the CIMOA meeting that there is a free web site through the ILML for advertising.  It was asked of Stephanie Wierman if the Apple Dumpling Festival will be advertised on TV stations.  The answer was yes that that has already been taken care of.  The festival is August 17th and 18th.
VILLAGE ATTORNEY: Mayor Wallace wanted the board to be thinking about what to do concerning Village Attorney.  Not shunning current attorney but need to know if she can continue her duties as village attorney to see if board needs to pursue discussion of appointing a new attorney.

ZONING BOARD APPOINTMENT:  MOTION: Streit made a motion to approve the appointment of Christy Shipman to the Atwood zoning board appeals seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  There will need to be other appointments made do to Streit leaving zoning board last November to go to the Village Board, Clack resigned after April elections for the Village Board and Jared Crowe has resigned because he has moved to another town.  The appointment of Shipman still leaves two opening on the zoning board.
ROMINE RESIGNATION AS BLDG. COMMISSIONER: MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the resignation of Allen Romine as building commissioner as of June 14, 2007 seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Clack, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.  Tyson Wingler, Chairman of the zoning board appeals has a person he will ask to fill the position.  If he accepts Wingler will bring the person before the board for approval.
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Clack made a motion to accept the invoices for payment seconded by Greek.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; Greek, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

TREES, MAIN ST. BLVD.: Tholen reported that he will get an arborists opinion on how to trim the trees along Main Street.  Some of the trees were put there in memory of loved ones.  Try to trim up trees to make them look nice.

ARMED FORCES SIGNS: Tholen reported that the Arthur American Legion Auxiliary had the armed forces signs made and installed in Arthur.  Tholen will talk with Bill Wierman and Juanita Mutch.  Tholen was told that someone from the Arthur area made the signs.
ST. LIGHTING WESTWOOD ESTATES: Question was asked if Rolfe Cordts is responsible for street lighting.
2X2 AD FOR FIRE DEPT. 60TH ANNIVERSARY: MOTION: Clack made a motion to approve the expenditure of $20 for an ad in commemoration of the Atwood Fire Department’s 60th Anniversary, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.

ZONING ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT: Tyson Wingler, Zoning Board of Appeals, chairman asked who the enforcer is of the zoning ordinances of the Village of Atwood.  The building commissioner enforces the zoning ordinances.  If there are any letters to be sent out or fines to be incurred the police chief needs to be notified.  A discussion was held concerning this matter and others on zoning.  
THANK YOU: Stephanie Wierman, President of the Chamber of Commerce thanked the Village Board for their donation to the Apple Dumpling Festival.
WEB SITE: MOTION: Streit made a motion for the Village of Atwood to fund the expense of maintaining a web site for Atwood at a cost of $780 per year with the Atwood Chamber of Commerce and the Atwood Economic Development Corporation paying for the startup expenses and receiving any revenue from the site, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
MEETING ADGENDAS/MEETING SUMMARIES: MOTION: Streit made a motion that the Village provides Atwood Village Board meeting agendas to media outlets by Monday at noon one week prior to monthly meetings and meeting summaries by the following Monday at noon after a board meeting to media outlets provided by Streit upon the approval of Mayor Wallace and distributed by e-mail by the Village Clerk, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.
PARK RESTROOMS: Litwiller reported that she had received a couple of complaints about the park restrooms not being open during the day.  Litwiller will ask the police to open and close the restrooms during the day.  Litwiller volunteered to open the restrooms on weekends and days when the police officers are not on duty.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Greek made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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