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Village of Atwood, minutes

June 16, 2008

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

June 16, 2008

Village President Ronald E. Wallace brought the Atwood Village Board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Those present were Jim Tholen, Gloria Litwiller, Ken Clack, Joe Streit, Gene Greek, and Fred Harshbarger.

AMEND MINUTES: MOTION: Streit made a motion to amend the motion to purchase two tazers from the May 19, 2008 board meeting to read as follows: to purchase two tazers from drug enforcement expense account 01.21.653 for fiscal year ’09, in the amount of $2,194.18, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
MINUTES: MOTION: Streit made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 19, 2008 board meeting as amended, seconded by Greek.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Greek, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.

WATER & SEWER: Greek reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held June, 12th at the municipal building at 5 p.m. with Tholen, Clack and Chairman – Greek present.  1) Water Well #3: The committee discussed the current status of water well #3.  On Monday, June 9th, Sims Drilling Company was at the water treatment plant to pull the pump at well #3 and to examine the well casing using a video camera for possible deterioration as the cause of the coli form bacteria present in the well.  The examination of the well casing was negative.  It was decided to again treat the well with chlorine, flush the well, and submit two water samples for testing and analysis.  The first water sample would be tested for the continued bacteria presence; the second water sample would be analyzed to determine the identity of the bacteria present.  By determining the identity of the bacteria a course for future action can be determined.  In the meantime water well #3 continues to be unused.

The two water samples have been tested and have passed.  The bacterium is not a coli form type and the water is approved for use.  Water well #3 will be put back in use.  

2) Influent Pump Station (“Dry Well”): The committee discussed the replacement of the influent pump station at the wastewater treatment plant as proposed by the Farnsworth Group.  The estimated cost of the station replacement is $135,700.  Most of the Committee discussion was concerned with financing the cost of the project.  It is believed that at least half of the project cost will have to be financed outside of present water and sewer fund resources.  The repayment of outside financing will invariably result in an adjustment to the current water and sewer rate structure.  The committee will be discussing this project and its cost over the next few months.  3) Other Projects: Other projects at the wastewater treatment plant such as weir replacement, blower replacement, and “dry well” pump replacement are still on hold awaiting parts and repairs.  Formal approval of the grant for the stand-by generator at the water processing plant has been received, but funding still has not been received.  Work on the water line replacement on West Orchard Avenue will begin in the next few days.  4) Water & Sewer Dept. Operations: During the month of May the water department processed an average of 168,738 gallons of potable water per day.  A total of 5,230,890 gallons of potable water were processed for the month.  This was approximately 490,000 gallons more than during April.  The wastewater treatment operated within all I.E.P.A. standards.  The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
FINANCE: Clack reported that a finance committee meeting was held June 12th from 5:30 to 6 p.m.  Those committee members present were Tholen, Greek and Chairman – Clack.  The committee reviewed the bills for payment.  The Prevailing Wage Rate Ordinance and Appropriation Ordinance were reviewed.  MOTION: Clack made a motion to accept ordinance number 08-O-1 An Ordinance approving the generally prevailing hourly wage rates for all laborers, mechanics and other workmen employed in any public works by or on behalf of the Village of Atwood, Illinois for the period from June 1, 2008 through May 31, 2009, seconded by Greek.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Clack made a motion to accept ordinance number 08-O-2 An Ordinance making appropriations for the Village of Atwood, Piatt and Douglas Counties, Illinois for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 2008 and ending April 30 2009, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.  The committee also discussed possible need to attain funds to correct dry well problem, further discussion will be required at the July committee meeting.  Drug enforcement expense account number is 01.21.653.  Meeting adjourned at 6 p.m.
STREETS & ALLEYS: Tholen reported that there was a street and alley committee meeting held at 6 p.m. on June 12th.  Those committee members present were Chairman – Tholen, Greek and Clack.  1) The committee discussed the ordinance of getting stop signs put on the streets of Iowa, Wisconsin and Kentucky intersecting with East Central Street.  Tholen discussed this with Village Attorney Andrew Bequette and Bequette stated that if we would just use a pattern from a current ordinance and E-mail to him for review it would be fine.  Also, establishing a 20 MPH speed limit on East Central Avenue to North Main Street, (Does this take a separate ordinance?) We’ll adopt this for the July meeting.  2) The committee addressed that with the weather correcting itself it is now time to put our sidewalk program into full swing.  The village still has several areas of concern that need to be taken care of soon.  3) The mosquito program was discussed and it is our feeling that we should try for awhile to spray two times per week till we start seeing some control.  With all the water we’ve had mosquito’s will be a problem.  (Residents are also encouraged to continue to do their part on mosquito control.)  4) The committee discussed road work issues.  Tholen is getting together with Walkers later this week or next to discuss roads to be addressed.  (Oiling, chipping, and tilling).  Road oil prices have went sky high at a cost of $1.61 per gallon and was only .90 cents per gallon in 2001.  5) Also discussed tree trimming in town.  The village has budgeted $1,500 for tree trimming.  The committee talked about hiring an individual to just trim and the village employees would pickup the brush.  

David Walker was present to inform the board that there is a sycamore tree along North Missouri Street that needs cut down because it is dead and there is also a Locust tree that is almost dead.
Daniel Ritschl was present to discuss the sidewalk on North Indiana Street in front of his residence.  The sidewalk was to have been first on the list to do this year and last year.  Their car drags going over the sidewalk into their driveway.  Wants sidewalk fixed before he does anything with his driveway.
POLICE: Harshbarger reported that there was a police committee meeting held June 11th at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Chairman – Harshbarger, Streit, Chief Ponder and Officer Jimenez.  Discussions were held: 1) Ordinance violations – Garbage, properties not being mowed and ordinance issues related to the usage of swimming pools.  2) Insurance – disability, medical coverage’s for employee and/or family.  3) Julie Workman – Animal Control.  4) Part-time Police Academy – Derek Heuerman.  5) Taser’s – certification class on June 2nd.  6) Warrants issued for arrests of subjects responsible for (16) car burglaries and (1) burglary to a commercial business.  7) A.E.D. (Automated External Defibrillator) has been ordered through Cardiac Science.  Village has the check and we have complied with the terms of the grant.  8) Request to join LESO for $300.00, can purchase government surplus items.  9) Join ILEAS?  10) Rockies Express Pipeline – Meeting with Steve Carlson on June 25th (closed to the public).  Sixty law enforcement officers to be present.  Rocky Corp. Pipeline Workers will start in mid July.  Five shifts over a 24 hour period.  There will be more car and truck traffic.  Two motels in Tuscola are already booked.  
Harshbarger read the police report for May 2008.  Miles driven, 1899; fuel used 175.2; traffic stops, 18; citations, 11; warnings, 9; calls for service, 14; motorists assists, 3; juvenile complaints, 1; vandalism reports, 1; theft reports, 1; criminal arrests, 2; vehicle burglary, 3; agency assists, 8; fire/medical calls, 3; report submitted by Police Chief Cliff Ponder.
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT, TOURISM, & SPECIAL PROJECTS: Streit reported that the Civic Improvement committee meeting was brought to order at 8:06 p.m. June 11th, with Joe Streit (Chairman) and Fred Harshbarger in attendance. Police Chief Cliff Ponder and Police Officer Tim Jimenez were also present. 

A discussion was held as to the responsibilities of the Police Department in regards to enforcing the Zoning Ordinances. Last year, the Enforcing Officer for Zoning Violations was changed in order to make more effective use of the front-line presence we have in the Atwood Police Department.  The Police Department was reminded that they have the authority and the responsibility to enforce the Zoning Ordinances, just as they have the same obligations to the other Village Ordinances and to state and federal laws. This responsibility includes enforcing such items as the pool regulations, grass height regulations, and trash regulations, all of which are part of what makes Atwood a clean, safe place for families and encourages tourism and participation in local events. 

Having made repeated attempts to get in touch with the web site designer and getting no response, Streit has asked to have the web site materials that were provided returned so that the Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Committee can secure another designer. This Committee would like to repeat that we feel it is very important to have a website up and running as soon as possible in order to promote the Apple Dumpling Festival. 

Atwood Clean-Up Day was postponed from Saturday, June 7th to Saturday, June 14th due to the storm that came through that weekend. 

There is a wind conference in Bloomington, IL on June 25th & 26th. If anyone is interested in wind power helping the Village of Atwood, it would be beneficial to attend this event. Roger Brown, who spoke to the Village about wind power last October, will be presenting at this conference, which will include a tour of the Horizon Wind Farms in McLean County. 
The Village received a copy of correspondence between our Village Attorney and the attorney representing Mr. Norman Hale. Mr. Hale is still threatening legal action in the attempt to bring in a replacement trailer at his Indiana Street location, without going through the correct process as outlined in our Village Ordinances. Our Attorney has informed Mr. Hale and his counsel that he must go through this process and that any review by a judge will concur. This Committee agrees with the Village Attorney’s opinion and thinks that nothing else needs to be done about this situation at this time. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:16 pm. 

WATER SERVICE AT PARK: Amanda Romine, AHHS Athletic Director was present to voice her concerns about water being turned on at the park in the spring for softball games.  The water gets turned off in the winter so the pipes don’t freeze.  The H.S. softball team (or Little League or whoever) starts using the diamond in March or April, before it is warm enough to not worry about the pipes freezing.  This year, heaters were bought to hopefully alleviate the worries about the pipes freezing.  With the heaters, the building would stay warm and the pipes would be fine; apparently, however, the real worry about freezing has been about the water faucet pipe that extends from the building to the diamond.  The heaters at this point won’t keep those pipes from freezing and thus don’t solve the problem.  Romine mentioned that if a cut-off was installed to stop the flow of water to the baseball diamond faucets, but still allow the building to have water, then everybody wins.  The restrooms could then be opened up without the pipes to the ball diamonds freezing up and the lines to the ball diamonds could be opened up once the fear of freezing is over.  Litwiller will talk with Allen Romine.  The first AHHS Softball game will be March 23, 2009.  The High School had to move a lot of games to Bement this last season because there was no running water.
RETYPING OF VILLAGE ORDINANCES: Streit recommended that Amy Chromchack an AHHS student; be contracted to retype the village ordinances in electronic form.  The ordinances will then be included in the village’s web site.  MOTION:  Streit made a motion to incur an expense up to $200 to have village ordinances typed into electronic format, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.

BUILDINGS, INSURANCE & PARK: Litwiller reported that Picnic Day set is for Sunday, June 22nd.  Need concession stand workers 6 – 7:30 and 7:30 – 9 p.m., also need two more coolers.  The movie will be Ants.  Need the park sprayed for mosquitoes before the picnic and the restrooms cleaned.

Litwiller would like Chief Ponder to set up a meeting with all village employees and the insurance representative during working hours.

STREET LIGHTING POLE: Wallace reported that a used 30 foot pole would cost the village $250 to $300, $275/day rental for a post whole digger and with two guys’ labor and use of a bucket truck the cost for installing a street light pole would be around $1,000 and this would not include the light fixture.
WESTWOOD ESTATES: The village received a letter from a Prudential Real Estate Rep. asking if the village has any incentives to develop Westwood Estates.  The board would like for her to come to a village board meeting.  There is a developer interested in the property.

REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Clack made a motion to accept the bills for payment as presented, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Greek made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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