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Village of Atwood, minutes

May 21, 2007

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

May 21, 2007

Village President Ron Wallace brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village municipal building.  Those recorded present were Joe Streit, Jim Tholen, Gene Greek, Ken Clack and Fred Harshbarger.

MINUTES: MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the minutes of the special meeting held May 7, 2007, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

TRUSTEE RESIGNATION: Mayor Wallace read the letter of resignation submitted to the Village Clerk by Trustee Joe Dyer.  It reads as follows: To Village President Wallace and Village Board Members: May 8, 2007; Effective May 9, 2007, I officially resign my position on the Village Board of Trustees.  I no longer feel any enthusiasm to serve the public to my fullest capacity.  I wish the Village Board well and good luck in the future.  Joe Dyer. MOTION: Streit accepted the resignation of Village Trustee Joe Dyer with regret, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
APPOINTMENT TO FILL TRUSTEE VACANCY: Mayor Wallace made a recommendation that Gloria Litwiller be appointed to fill the vacancy left by Joe Dyer’s resignation.  This position will be for two years and then will be put on the April 2009 ballot as an unexpired two year term.  MOTION: Tholen made the motion to accept the appointment of Gloria Litwiller to fill the trustee vacancy, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; motion carried.
MOTOR FUEL TAX: WAYNE WARD: Ward reported that the village receives an allotment of money once a month from the State that is deposited into the motor fuel tax fund.  The Village will need to obligate money to be used January 1, 2007 through December, 2007 to be appropriated for maintaining streets so IDOT can approve.  Ward audits the bills paid through the MFT fund that the Village Clerk gets ready for him.  If spent more than appropriated would have to appropriate more money to balance account.  Will probably be looking at needing $5,100 for patching; $400 for traffic control (centerline striping and parking line paint); $4,700 for 3200 sq. ft. of sidewalks; $1,100 for ice control; $12,460 for seal coat work; and $986.80 for engineering; for a total of $24,746.80.  If want to do more sidewalks and have time it would be ok and total amount corrected at the end of the year.  MOTION: Greek made a motion that a sum of $25,000 be appropriated of motor fuel tax funds for the purpose of maintaining streets and highways under the applicable provisions of the Illinois Highway Code from January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

WATER & SEWER: Greek reported that the water and sewer committee met May 16, 2007 at 5 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Those present were Ken Clack, Jim Tholen, Gene Greek – Chair, Allen Romine and Ron Wallace.
The committee reviewed the water and sewer charges for selected communities compiled by Berns, Clancey and Associates.  It was noted that Atwood ranks 60th out of 68 communities for the lowest monthly minimum water and sewer customer charges.

The committee noted the Community Development Assistance Program (CDAP) Grant Application Workshop was to be held May 31, 2007 in Springfield, Illinois.  The committee chair was requested to send for the appropriate application guidebooks for future use.
The previous water and sewer committee recommended a change in committee policy regarding future water and sewer abatement for new businesses.  “Should an excessive increase in water usage be noted, a business’s abatement may be reviewed and/or rescinded”.  The present committee agreed to the policy change.
It was reported that the village received three applications for part-time summer help.  No action was taken by the committee.

The mowing of vacant lots and public areas was discussed by the committee.  The committee will search public records and consult with the village’s attorney to determine property ownership and any legal actions available.  The cost of filing mechanics lien is $37.50 for Piatt County and $43.00 for Douglas County.  The village may wait and file one lien at the end of mowing season.
Water and sewer department operations during the month of April 2007: the water department supplied a total of 4,069,840 gallons of finished water, an average of 135,661 gallons per day.  The wastewater treatment plant operated within IEPA standards for the month of April.  During the month of April the IEPA conducted an inspection of the village’s wastewater treatment facility and noted the following deficiency “The secondary clarifier needs repairs made to the center column and the weirs.  The village was aware of the problem, and plans were already underway to correct the problem this summer.  The IEPA will be notified of the village’s plans for correction.  The water and sewer committee adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

SOFTENER SALT BIDS: The Village has received the softener salt bids requested from Gunther Salt, Morton Salt and Cargill.  Gunther bid was $81.45/ton; Cargill bid $67.00/ton with a $41.25 fuel charge per load and Morton bid $75.27/ton; Gunther and Morton included their fuel surcharges in their bids.  MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the bid of $75.27/ton from Morton Salt Company, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.
FINANCE: Clack reported that a Finance committee meeting was held on May 16, 2007 at 6 p.m.  MOTION: Clack made a motion to transfer from 5100 O & M to 5500 reserve for depreciation $2,500 per month; transfer from 5100 O & M to 5600 reserve B & I (Tower) $52 per month and transfer from 5100 O & M to 5900 debt service fund (Tower) $450 per month, seconded by Greek.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; Greek, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.
The appropriation ordinance will be on the June agenda.

REVIEW & PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Clack made a motion to pay the bills as presented seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Litwiller, abstained; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.

PREVAILING WAGE RATE ORDINANCE: MOTION: Clack made a motion to adopt prevailing wage rate ordinance number 07-O-02 seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.

Discussed energy cost savings.  There was no information on Cable TV.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
STREETS, ZONING & MOSQUITO CONTROL: Tholen reported that a committee meeting was held 5:30 p.m. with all present including Rick Myers on May 16, 2007 at the municipal building.  The village received a letter from the University of Illinois extension office out of Arthur, Illinois concerning the trimming of trees.  This information had been requested by former village trustee Joe Dyer.  The committee would like to do some more research about the trees in the main business district before making a decision.  
The area around the old salt shed on West Birch Avenue has been mowed and the area cleaned up.  The village may plant a couple of trees in this area and mow more often than in the past.

There was a discussion about a standby generator to be located behind the bank building that will be operated by propane.  The bank may need to check with fire marshal and health department.  The propane tank will be fenced in and concealed.
Tholen stated that he would like to see Atwood hang up signs honoring current local armed forces members.  Arthur and Sullivan have signs up and Tholen feels it is a great idea.  Tholen will check with Arthur and Sullivan to see where they had the signs made and check with Bibby to see if she can help with names and branches of service.  The flags along Main Street look beautiful.  
Check into what is involved to get street lights installed in Westwood Estates Subdivision.

Myers patched roads, made flower pots and installed them along Main Street (look very nice), took rail fence down, worked along Camelot Drive, sewers, ball park (handicap parking space), and lift station at John Deere.

POLICE, SAFETY & HEALTH: Harshbarger reported that a police committee meeting was held 7 – 7:30 p.m. May 16, 2007 at the municipal building.    Harshbarger reported that new rims were installed on the Ford due to a recall.  Patrol miles driven, 1,989; fuel used, 222.8 gallons; traffic stops, 38; warnings issued, 5; citations written, 40; police reports, 22; motorist assists, 2; DUI arrests, 1; juvenile complaints, 3; theft reports, 2; vandalism reports, 1; domestic disputes, 3; criminal arrests, 8; calls out of town, 8; fire/medical calls, 4.  During April the following training courses were attended by Atwood PD personnel: Sgt. Zeigler – April 3rd – Critical Tasks for Patrol Officers; P.O. Ponder – April 9 & 10 – Investigation of Missing, Runaway & Abducted Children; Chief Keenan, Sgt. Zeigler & P.O. Stolte – April 26th – Part 1 of Quality Decisions for Domestic Violence Cases; Additionally, part-time P.O. Bostwick resigned effective April 18, 2007.  Keenan attend a training session at the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office May 31, 2007 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.  Officer in at 5 p.m. Zeigler on vacation.
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT, TOURISM & SPECIAL PROJECTS: Streit reported that a committee meeting was held May 16, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Joe Streit (Chairman) and Fred Harshbarger with Village President Ronnie Wallace, Village Trustee Jim Tholen, and Atwood Chamber of Commerce President Stephanie Wierman in attendance.  The first topic of discussion was regarding tree cutting along Main Street.  The Chamber of Commerce would like to have more visibility for the downtown businesses, which could be accomplished by trimming low hanging branches and allowing a line of sight to the stores along the main thoroughfare.  Tholen brought information regarding tree trimming service companies compiled from a list made possible by the University of Illinois Extension office.  Some concerns were raised regarding the safe cutting of these trees so as not to endanger their overall health.  The committee feels that allowing Ameren to trim the trees could result in the eventual loss of these trees, some of which were planted in memoriam of loved ones.  If within the means of the budget, the committee would like to see these trees trimmed safely and get more exposure for the local businesses and the newly renovated Library building, resulting in a better looking downtown business district.  This committee would like for the finance committee to look into making this possible.
The committee discussed with President Ronnie Wallace regarding Habitat for Humanity’s interest in developing an open lot at the corner of Forest and Indiana for the purpose of installing two new homes.  The possible zoning regulations were discussed, but will have to be referred to the zoning board upon reception of a Zoning Variance and/or Special Use Permit.

The committee has received input from the Atwood Chamber of Commerce regarding a request to create a web site for the Village of Atwood.  The committee discussed the Chamber’s proposal of splitting the cost in thirds between the Village, Chamber, and the Economic Development organization.  A web site is critical to getting outside exposure for the Village, as well as to spread information to the community.  The proposal to share the expense appears to be fair and in the best interest of the Village.  The committee will discuss further at the next meeting and narrow down details regarding the site administration responsibilities, content and cost division.

The committee would like to remind everyone of the annual clean-up weekend and encourage large metal items adhering to the pickup guidelines to be left at the street-side edge of their property beginning in the evening of Sunday, June 10th for pickup the following Monday.

The last topic of discussion fell under the headline of Special Projects.  There has been discussion throughout some in the community recently regarding the possibility of a wind turbine being erected in Atwood.  The committee discussed the possibility of installing an industrial-sized wind turbine in order to provide electricity to the community and create a new income source for the Village.  The first step in this process is to determine the feasibility of such a project, and that can be done by examining the wind data in our area from established, reputable sources, or by commissioning our own wind study.  Further discussion on this topic is needed once a study is completed.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS:
CLEAN UP DAYS: Streit reported that Saturday, June 2, from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. will be designated as clean up day.  Metal recycling day will be Monday, June 4th with the metal to be put out on the boulevards so the company that was hired by the Village can pick it up.

PART TIME APPLICATIONS: Clack reported that Myers and Romine will be asked their opinions on the applications for part time employment received by the Village.
PIATT COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE AGREEMENT: MOTION: Streit made a motion that the Village accepts the Piatt County Forest Preserve Agreement for a period of one year in the amount of $2,450 for mowing etc., seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
MEDIACOM AGREEMENT: The Village was to have received a letter from the Village’s attorney concerning the 10 year agreement with Mediacom.  The Village has not received a letter as of this date and time.

SPEED LIMIT SIGN N. OF TOWN: The end of 30 mph speed limit sign has been ordered and will be installed as soon as it is received.

NEW BUSINESS:

ELECTRIC CO-OP: Streit gave a detailed report concerning an electric co-op through the Champaign Chamber of Commerce that the Village of Atwood could join upon board approval.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept the proposal and go forth to join into the Champaign Chamber of Commerce Electricity Co-op with CQI Associates management and a cost to Village of $300 per location (x3) plus $240 to join the Champaign Chamber for a total cost of $1140 seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  The three sites affected by the electric co-op will be the water plant, sewer plant and street lighting accounts.  There will need to be one check made out to the Champaign Chamber of Commerce with Streit negotiating for lower fees in the future.  The board felt that Streit had done a great job.
WEB SITE FOR VILLAGE: Streit reported that there are two web sites that would be good to look at, Hinckley Chamber.com and Watertown Chamber.com.  The preliminary cost to have a web site set up is $1,495 to create 20 pages.  There could be a $780 hosting fee for code setups; could self maintain at no cost.  Some businesses pay to advertise on web sites.  Streit will be checking into this further.

WIND STUDY: Streit reported on the benefits of a wind turbine.  It would cost the Village approximately $1 ½ to $2 million dollars to erect and install a wind turbine.  There would be the expense of a company to monitor and maintain the turbine.  Land is usually leased for twenty years.  Revenue generated would be $500,000 per year with a cost of $50,000 to $100,000 to run per year.  Streit will be looking into feasible site and if windy enough in this area to support a wind turbine.  Look over data and make a motion at the next village board meeting on whether to do wind study.
ZONING BOARD APPOINTMENTS: The zoning board has discussed appointing a high school student representative to the zoning board and then appointing one more person.  No appointments or motions will be made at this time.  Table until the next village board meeting.
ATWOOD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: Stephanie Wierman was present to ask on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce for $2,500 from the Village to go towards the festival expenses.  The Chamber would need an answer from the Village Board by July 1st.  Finance committee will discuss and bring back to the village board.  The money would not be going towards the beer tent.  The beer tent should be self supporting stated Wierman.  Casey’s Corporation has agreed that the Chamber can use the lots behind Casey’s General Store for this year’s festival in August.  
ADJOURN: MOTION: Tholen made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Greek.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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