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Village of Atwood, minutes

May 15, 2006

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

May 15, 2006

Village President Gene A. Greek brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Vevalee Smith, Fred Harshbarger, Brian Lynch, Shirley Schable, Steve Whisnant and Joe Dyer.
MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Lynch.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

WATER & SEWER: Lynch reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held May 10th at 3:30 p.m. at the municipal building.  Phase I of the water and sewer project on Kentucky Street is at a stand still until the Village receives a permit from CSX railroad to allow the village to go under the tracks with a new water line.  Phase II water main project on Main Street will hopefully open bid process July 1st and close the bids August 1st and start the project by October.  Norman Hale was present to ask questions about the village going to read only master meters where they are located.  July will read off of master meter and bill Hale.  Hale will be responsible for billing his tenants.  The water and sewer committee decided to abate half of Garrett’s water bill due to a large leak.  There was a conversation about abating sewer bill for swimming pools.  The committee decided to no longer abate sewer for filling a swimming pool.  Tabled to see if states anything about this in ordinance book.  When abatement of sewer for swimming pools was first done there were only three big pools in town now there are numerous inflatable pools in town.  Water leak at a residence that no one lived at; the committee decided to abate based on normal usage.  Committee adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  Lynch stated that he is still working on the swimming pool ordinance.  Lynch wants to make sure the air gap for swimming pools is included in the ordinance.
FINANCE: Schable reported that a finance committee meeting was held on May 11th at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Chairman Schable and Whisnant.  The committee reviewed the bills with there being issues raised with three of the invoices.  One invoice was for the collection of water bills from the First State Bank of Atwood in the amount of $600 per year.  MOTION: Schable made a motion that the Village of Atwood collect own water and sewer bills, no longer using the First State Bank of Atwood as a collection site effective June 1, 2006, seconded by Lynch.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.  The Gregory Law Office invoice will first be paid by the village and then the village will be reimbursed by the court system.  The Douglas County animal fee is to be changed to charges being incurred per dog taken to the Douglas County animal pound so do not pay the invoice now in the bills.
PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to pay the bills as presented with the exception of the First State Bank of Atwood to be paid for May collection of water bills only and the Douglas County Animal Pound invoice to be pulled, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

RE-APPOINT EMPLOYEES FOR FY’07: MOTION: Schable made a motion that Connie England be rehired as Treasurer/Accountant and that Cindy Ard be rehired as Collector for the Village of Atwood, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.  These positions are re-appointed each year for auditing purposes.
POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly department activity report for April 2006.  Patrol miles driven, 2,705; fuel used, 230.8 gallons; traffic stops, 23; warnings issued, 3; citations written, 12; motorist assists, 3; traffic crashes, 1;  DUI arrests, 1 assist DCSO; vandalism reports, 1; domestic disputes, 1; criminal arrests, 2; burglaries to residences, 1; calls out of town, 3; fire/medical calls, 3.  Additional information: Kevin Mante was sworn in as a part-time police officer on April 17th.  Mante has extensive experience and will serve as the department’s firearms instructor.

Chief Keenan presented a program on personal safety to the Atwood-Hammond fourth grade students on April 13th.  Thirty-two students attended and the focus of the presentation was safety at home, on the street and while on the internet.

On April 27th Chief Keenan attended a training course presented by the Illinois State Police and the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services.  The course was entitled Drug Endangered Children and dealt with procedures to be followed when children are found in homes where methamphetamine is being produced or used.  Report submitted by Atwood Police Chief Mike Keenan.

STREETS: Dyer read Rick Myers report.  Ran weed eater and sprayed weed killer at the park, ran water and sewer weekend, helped with water leaks, emptied trash cans uptown and park, built a bump barricade for fire hydrant on West Central Avenue, mowed and trimmed uptown, assisted Romine with new water meter, repaired backhoe.  Getting ready to spray for mosquitoes, the school would like grounds sprayed before high school graduation on Friday, May 26th.  Purchased six new wooden barrels for uptown, couldn’t find affordable concrete flower containers.  Myers is looking for a class to send Greg Clark to so he can spray for mosquitoes.  Today (May 15, 2006) at 10:30 a.m. at the municipal building the bids were opened for village road work.  Ne-Co Asphalt Company bid $19,875 and Earl Walker Company bid $17,723 for the road work.  MOTION: Dyer made a motion to accept the lowest bid received of $17,723 from the Earl Walker Company for oil and rock spreading in the Village of Atwood, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
PARK: Dyer reported the annual forest preserve agreement with Piatt County has been amended with two changes.  The village amended the date of the contract from April 1, 2006 to May 1, 2006 and the monetary amount from $2150 to $2450.  Mike Dixon thought the increase was for just one year and after reading his notes again realized it wasn’t for just one year.  MOTION: Dyer made a motion to accept the Piatt County Forest Preserve Agreement starting May 1, 2006, ending April 31, 2007 and accepting the monetary amount of $2,450 as amended, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Lynch, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT: Smith stated that the barrels and flowers uptown look very nice.  Smith has spoken with Mrs. Myers about her plan to remove a section of fencing and make a flower garden area.  Smith thought it a good plan.  Myers did provide the Village with a drawing of her plans.  The board would like an estimated cost of this project before making a final decision.  Would there be any costs incurred by the village?

OLD BUSINESS:

N.I.M.S. UPDATE: Greek reported that N.I.M.S. stands for National Incident Management System.  This is set up so counties and villages will know how to respond in the event of disasters.  The village has to be NIMS compliant by October 1, 2006 to receive Federal Funds.  Greek attended meetings on this subject 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on a Saturday and Sunday.  There are a total of 72 requirements but Douglas County will handle some of them and the village will fall under their jurisdiction.  The Village is compliant as of 10/01/06, with a copy of the training certificates to be on file with Douglas County ESDA office.  The village is required to have a local plan but is covered under the county ESDA plan, so do not have to come up with a plan.

T.I.F. DISTRICT UPDATE: Greek reported that on May 3, 2006 he spoke with Casey Rooney and ask what would happen to CCRP costs if the TIF District area was expanded to the southeast adjacent land, northwest land and central business district?  This would be a larger area than the CCRP had proposed.  Rooney said the cost of $25,000 would stay the same.  The village will check to see what this fee included.  Smith is concerned with what the school district is going to do.  The T.I.F. issue is still tabled.

NEW BUSINESS:

OPENING OF SOFTENER SALT BIDS: Schable opened the bids submitted for softener salt.  Gunther Salt Company bid $61.27/ton fuel charge included, Cargill bid $68.49/ton fuel charge included and Morton Salt bid $65.90/ton.  MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept the lowest bid from Gunther Salt Company in the amount of $61.27/ton seconded by Lynch.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Lynch, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.
STORM WARNING SIREN: Greek reported that Fire Chief Joe Dukeman dropped off information about a new storm warning siren system.  The tornado siren does not work right now when the electricity is out.  This new system would have a DC battery backup that would come with the siren and it would have a much stronger noise to it.  It would be heard in a wider area.  The fire department would like to move the existing siren to the Village of Garrett.  The new siren would have six standard tones and radio activation.  The price is $16,283.83 and the assumption would be that the fire district, village of Garrett and the Village of Atwood would share in the cost.  The siren can be leased for four payments in the amount of $4,653 at a premium cost.  The village would like more information on what the cost of a battery backup for the current siren would be.  
MOWING: Greek reported that it is currently taking the village employees four days per week eight hours a day to mow.  The mower has had to have a new mower deck ($2,200) and radiator ($500) installed by Romine.  Areas mowing are the sewer plant lagoon, forest preserve and park, water plant, old telephone building and lot to the south, railroad south side of tracks east and west, west of Illinois Street behind houses, right of ways on the north side of the road west on Magnolia Avenue from high school to cemetery, south side of West Magnolia Avenue from last residence in town to first residence out of village limits, north side of East Magnolia Avenue, west side of Main Street out to Rt. 36, the ends of Ash Avenue and East Cedar Avenue, mowing properties that have absentee owners, the east side of North Wisconsin Street, etc.  The owners of some of the properties have been sent letters about mowing.  The boulevards are the responsibility of the owners to mow.  The Mayor believes the length of the grass, 12” before has to be mowed needs lowered and ordinance amended.  Also, need to start fining for violations $75 to $1,000 for each day violation is not abated.  Police Chief can deliver letters to violators that have 10 days to abate violation or will be fined.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
CIMOA MEETING:  The CIMOA meeting will be hosted this month by the City of Hoopeston.  There will be no one from Atwood attending.

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS: Mayor Greek had given all the board members a copy of the committee assignments for FY’07.  Greek has left the committees the same as last year except that Whisnant will now be chairman of the Civic Improvement Committee, Lynch is on the Civic Improvement Committee and Smith is on Buildings and Insurance.
AT-THE-THE WOODS CAFÉ: The Village Board would like to congratulate the At-The-Woods Café on their opening.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Smith made a motion to go into executive session for discussion of personnel and legal matters at 8:10 p.m. seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried.

REGULAR SESSION: Re-entered regular session at 8:20 p.m.
VILLAGE ATTORNEY: MOTION: Schable made a motion to hire Marsha Combs Skinner at $100 per hour and $50 per village meeting attended, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

NOTICES ON WATER BILLS: The Village Board ask Cindy to put two notices on the water bills.  One, that clean up day will be Saturday, June 10, 2006, and that, as of June 1, 2006 the water and sewer bills can no longer be paid at the First State Bank of Atwood.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Dyer made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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