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Village of Atwood, minutes

April 28, 2008

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

April 28, 2008

Village President Ronald E. Wallace brought the Atwood Village Board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Those present were Gene Greek, Gloria Litwiller, Jim Tholen and Joe Streit.  Fred Harshbarger entered at 7:15 p.m. and Ken Clack was absent.

MINUTES: MOTION: Tholen made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Greek.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

WAYNE WARD: MFT: STREET MAINTENANCE: MOTION: Tholen made a motion to appropriate $38,000 of Motor Fuel Tax funds for village street maintenance for calendar year 2008, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; motion carried.
PIATT COUNTY TRANSPORTAION: Lisa Olsen was present to talk about Piatt County Transportation Services.  There has been $210,000 allocated to Piatt County Transportation Services but they haven’t seen any money yet.  Olsen would like ideas on how to spend money allocated (needs for Atwood).  Piatt County will serve all of Atwood not just the Piatt County side of town.  Piattran has rates and schedules set up now for riding their buses.  Olsen left information in the Clerk’s office for those that are interested in the program.
RECYCLING: RICH GALLOWAY: Rich Galloway was present to discuss the different ways that the village could recycle.  There can be a drop off box left for Atwood but every time it is full and picked up it will cost the village $350.  Eventually would like to start curbside recycling.  Programs can be limited or relaxed as the village would want.  Galloway will send the village information in the mail on the different programs.
BERNICE POWELL & BLANCHE BISHOP: FLOWERS: Bernice Powell, Blanche Bishop and Betty Harshbarger were present to ask the village if there could be more flower containers made for the east side of Main Street.  The ladies would like eight flower containers on the east side of Main Street, three in front of Casey’s and two in front of P & C Market for a total of 13 flower containers.  The ladies are ordering the flowers from Debbie Myers.  The Village will purchase the flowers, dirt (potting soil) and have flower containers made.  The Atwood Women’s Club will take care of planting and watering the flowers.  The approximate cost of everything should be under $200.  The board Ok’d this project.
WATER & SEWER: Greek reported on the water and sewer committee meeting held on April 22, 2008 at the municipal building at 5 p.m. with Tholen, Greek – chairman and Mayor Wallace present.   General information for the month of March 2008: the water department processed an average of 147,355 gallons of potable water per day.  For the month a total of 4,567,990 gallons of potable water were processed.  This is a total of 406,110 gallons more than for February 2008.  This is an increase in usage; with West Prairie, Garrett and the Village of Atwood having increased usage over last month.  Romine will keep checking.  The wastewater treatment plant operated within all I.E.P.A. standards.  Water Department: The flushing of hydrants has been completed.  Two hydrants were found to be in need of repair and will be repaired.  Salt bids for the water softener have been sent to Cargill, Morton and Gunther for response.  Bids will be opened at the May Board meeting.  Approval from the I.E.P.A. for the West Orchard Avenue water main replacement has been received.  Work on the project is scheduled for early summer.  Price lists for the required water testing service have been received from I.E.P.A., Bureau of Water in Springfield and the PDC Laboratories Inc. in Peoria.  After a comparison of test costs, the I.E.P.A. was selected due to a lower cost and closeness of location.  The Champaign testing facility closed.  A Source Water Advisory has been received from the I.E.P.A. indicating the presence of bacteria in water well #3.  An additional water sample has been sent to the I.E.P.A. for testing and confirmation.  It is believed that the pump assembly for well #3 is the source because well #2 less than 50 feet away shows no bacteria present.  Water well #3 will be scheduled for pulling and treatment regardless of the second sample findings as soon as possible.  Sims Drilling will pull the well and then it will be chlorinated.  The water treatment plant: The new weirs for the wastewater treatment plant scheduled maintenance are in the process of being power coated.  The new baffles required are in the process of being manufactured and will also be powder coated.  Hope to have ready by summer.  An estimated cost of $3,000 has been received for the repair of the motor for the wastewater treatment plant “dry well”.  The estimated cost for a new motor is $10,700, the high cost due to the new motor essentially being custom built.  The old motor has been authorized to be re-built.  (Cox Electric Motors – Champaign)  On April 18th the committee met with Andy Hanfland of the Farnsworth Group to review the engineering design for the new “dry well” for the wastewater treatment plant.  With some suggested minor changes the design will be submitted to the I.E.P.A. for approval.  The estimated cost of the “dry well” is pending awaiting vendor supply costs.  However, the current estimated cost is in the $150,000 to $175,000 range.  The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
FINANCE: Greek reported in the absence of Clack that there was a finance committee meeting held April 22, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Tholen, Greek and Mayor Wallace.  FY 2009 Budget: The committee reviewed the final version of the proposed budget for the fiscal year 2009.  Monthly Bills: The committee recommends the passage of the proposed budget.  The monthly bills were reviewed and recommended for payment with a few invoices to be added to the bills for payment.  Proposed cable or video services ordinances: Because of the legal ramifications and possible conflict with local existing ordinance, the committee recommends further study of these proposed ordinances.  It is also recommended that legal advice be sought before any action is taken on these ordinances.  

FY 2009 Salary and Wage Schedule: The committee discussed the adoption of the FY 2009 salary and wage schedule for all village full-time and part-time employees (To be discussed in executive session).  Treasurer Connie England recommends the board make the following motions to cover 2008 deficits.  Fund Transfers: MOTION: Greek made a motion to transfer $350 from the General Fund to the Audit Fund (1100); $2,300 from the General Fund to the Liability Insurance (1400) and the deficit amount from the General Fund to the Street Lighting Fund (2000) seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.  The committee meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
STREETS & ALLEYS: Tholen reported that a Street, Zoning & Mosquito committee meeting was held on April 22, 2008 at 6 p.m. at the municipal building.  Engineer, Wayne Ward was present to discuss the streets to be sealed coated for the coming fiscal year.  Ward drove all streets and came up with some areas of concern.  The committee also discussed doing some more tilling this year and also giving the streets that we tilled last year another seal coat.  The village has more streets that need attention and fewer monies to work with every year.  There has been an issue of heavy trucks turning onto Locust Avenue and a damaged catch basin.  Tholen believes this issue has been resolved with the redirection of traffic.  Myers is going to use the village’s same mosquito sprayer this year, instead of leasing a unit and the village should also have enough chemicals to get through a normal mosquito season.  The village will look into leasing a unit next year.  Myers has been cleaning and repairing catch basins; rocking alleys and patching roads; helped Romine jet some sewers; mowing has started; and replaced chain in salt spreader.  The village’s street maintenance truck had the transmission repaired and is back in service.  The village received a letter of concern that several street signs are bent over, one street is spelled two different ways and a speed limit sign is not in good spot on Main Street.
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT, TOURISM, & SPECIAL PROJECTS: Streit reported that the committee meeting was brought to order at 7:50 p.m. with Joe Streit (Chairman), Gloria Litwiller and Fred Harshbarger in attendance. Also present was Village President Ron Wallace and Interim Police Chief Cliff Ponder.
Streit announced that the Office of College Development at Parkland College will now be able to review grant proposals for organizations in the area. Parkland will also be able to offer grant consultation and proposal writing services on a fee basis.

The Village of Atwood web site is making progress and it should be able to be viewed by the Village Board at the May meeting.

The Atwood Zoning Board has met and is preparing to present to the Village Board its plan for the future expansion of Atwood. The Zoning Board would also like to remind the public that pools must be registered with the Village. Registration is at no cost, and citations from the Atwood Police Department will be issued for persons not in compliance.

Village President Ron Wallace signed a revised energy co-op agreement with the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce that commits to an indexed pricing for energy purchase. While the rate that we estimated receiving is not possible at this time, the index pricing will secure a lower than market rate and actually commits to an overall longer period of time than planned. The committee reviewed the amounts and it appears that the payback time is better than expected. 

The Village Board has received a request for a donation of $2000 from the Atwood Chamber of Commerce to help provide entertainment at the Apple Dumpling Festival. The Chamber has also asked for permission to use the low area near the sewer plant for Festival activities, including the mud volleyball and horseshoe pitching contests. The Committee feels that all of these requests are easy to accommodate, and in the best interest of helping to provide for a better Festival, which is the biggest tourist draw to Atwood at any one time. The Committee reiterated how successful last year’s Festival was and discussed some of the new features that are going to be at this year’s Festival.

The Committee discussed the cement planters that were made last year and how good they look along Main Street. President Wallace said that more were going to be made. The committee hopes that they can be made quickly and that they are filled with flowers from the Atwood Women’s Club.  The meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

POLICE: Harshbarger reported that the police committee meeting started at 7 p.m., April 23, 2008 at the municipal building with Streit, Litwiller, Officer Ponder, Mayor Wallace and Chairman Harshbarger present.  The committee reviewed the police report with no findings out of the ordinary.  Officer Ponder was asked about the new software system that the department is using.  Officer Ponder responded that he feels the department is satisfied with the system and that there is more training needed in the future on the system.  The committee discussed the citizen complaints.  Officer Ponder feels the situations have been resolved since his research on the complaints.  Also, discussed the schedule and made some revisions.  Officer Ponder will work on setting up and implementing a maintenance schedule for both police cars.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  Police Committee Chairman Harshbarger read the police report for the month of March 2008: Miles driven, 2313; fuel used, 167.7, traffic stops, 61; citations, 52; warnings, 34; calls for service, 31; motorists assists, 2; traffic crashes, 1; juvenile complaints, 1; vandalism reports, 1; theft reports, 2; criminal arrests, 5; ordinance violations, 1; agency assists, 2; fire/medical calls, 4; report submitted by Atwood Interim Police Chief Cliff Ponder.
PARK, INSURANCE AND BUILDING COMMITTEE: Litwiller reported that the Park, Insurance and building committee meeting was held April 23, 2008 at 8:19 p.m. with Streit, Harshbarger, Officer Ponder, Mayor Wallace and Chair – Litwiller present.  Chair – Litwiller presented to the committee the different trash companies and their policies, restrictions and cost.  The committee feels that it is too costly for the Village to offer a toxic material pick-up.  Our local County Extensions have a special day for toxic pick-up that the citizens may utilize.  Metal pick-up was discussed and Chair – Litwiller will gather more information from a company or individual about his police and method of metal pick-up.  Litwiller should have the information by the Board meeting and will present it to the Board.  Harshbarger stated that baby Huey’s Demolition and Appliance Removal will do metal pick-up just like last year at no cost to the Village and with the same restrictions.  Metal pick-up day Monday, June 9th and Clean Up Day Saturday, May 7th.  Last year the village used three thirty cu.yd. dumpsters from Matchbox.  The dumpsters will cost $425 each this year.   MOTION: Litwiller made a motion to order three (3) squares (dumpsters) on delivery and one (1) on hold for June 7th Clean Up Day and that June 9th will be designated Metal Curb pick-up day, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; motion carried.
PICNIC DAY: Litwiller stated that the Atwood Family Picnic Day is coming along nicely and hopes to have the finalization of cost by the next board meeting.  Mayor Wallace asked that we check with our insurance company and lawyer about the liability in case of an injury.  Chair Litwiller would like to have some youth summer programs at the park; she will have to wait to hear from the insurance company and the lawyer about the liability before proceeding with these programs.  Change the date of the picnic to a later date in June, read e-mails from attorney and insurance company, wait to make a decision at May meeting.  

Cub Scouts: The Cub Scouts would like to plant a tree in the park and the committee feels this is a good idea.  The Cub Scouts can’t get trees so this project can’t happen.  

The village’s insurance company inspected the park and park equipment and found everything to be in good shape, and surface protection is adequate and no recommendations were generated.

Officer Ponder will check on the grants for the two AED’s (automated external defibrillator) that are to be placed in the squad cars.  The meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m.
OLD BUSINESS:

FY 2009 BUDGET: MOTION: Greek moved to accept as presented the FY’09 Budget, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS:

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: MOTION: Streit moved to donate $2,000 to the Chamber of Commerce for the Apple Dumpling Festival, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  The Village board would like a list of expenditures after the festival.

APPLE DUMPLING FESTIVAL EVENT LOCATIONS: The Chamber is asking permission to use the bottom ground for mud volleyball.  The board OK’d the use of the bottom ground for mud volleyball.  Chamber of Commerce has own insurance.  The bands will be in the same place as last year.  It will be seven to eight p.m. before beer tent will open this year.
WINE TASTING; P & C MARKET: Mayor Wallace stated that he has been asked by Dave Peebles if a wine tasting could be held at P & C Market.  Legal drinking age only; inside store only the board felt there would be no problem.  A letter will be drafted and sent to Mr. Peebles with the Village Board’s approval.
ZONING BOARD APPOINTMENT: MOTION: Streit made a motion to appoint Bob Bialeschki to the Atwood Zoning Board of Appeals, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
TOURIST CENTER AGREEMENT: MOTION: Streit made a motion to enter into an agreement with the Atwood Economic Development Corporation and the Atwood Chamber of Commerce to lease the Tourist Center May through October 2008 for $1/month.
ZONING BOARD: Streit reported that the zoning board met in April to discuss a map for future expansion (growth) in the Village of Atwood.

STRATEGIC PLANNING: Streit reported that strategic planning for communities was the topic of the presentation given at the CIMOA meeting held by the City of Arcola.  The Village needs a good picture of what Atwood is and what want Atwood to be.  Streit would like to have joint meetings with the Atwood Chamber of Commerce and the Atwood Economic Development Corporation to discuss how to increase the tax base of Atwood and other ideas for the future.

CIMOA MEETING: There will be a CIMOA meeting at Homer Lake at a cost of $20.00 per person.  Reservations need to be made by May 8th.  Scott Eisenhower, Mayor of Danville, will be the speaker for the evening.  No one from Atwood will be attending.

POLICE CAPITAL EXPENDITURES: Streit ask about purchasing items for the police department at the end of the fiscal year, $7,000 left in budget.  Two protective vests at a total of $1,025 would like to be purchased.  One vest on loan would cost $400 to purchase and a new one, $650 that would be used among three part-time police officers.  It was decided by the board that this expenditure would be on FY’09’s budget.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to purchase two vests at a cost not to exceed $1,200, seconded by Greek.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
CHAMBER’S ANNUAL DINNER: The wheel chair basketball was very good; Tholen stated that it was very good, fun.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Streit made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss personnel at 9:15 p.m., seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
REGULAR SESSION: Re-entered regular session at 9:50 p.m.

PERSONNEL: MOTION: Greek made moved that all current full and part-time employees be reappointed for FY’09, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.
MOTION: Greek moved that for FY’09 all full and part-time employee positions be given a 3% general increase in pay with the following exceptions: the hourly wage for part-time police officers be increased from $10/hour to $11/hour; the base annual salary for the Water and Sewer Department Collector be increased an additional $1,000; the annual salary for the Chief of Police position be set at $36,000, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.
Interim Police Chief Cliff Ponder has discussed with Piatt and Douglas counties about providing extra help for the festival.  MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept Mayor Wallace’s appointment of Cliff Ponder as Atwood Police Chief and A.J. Ruggieri as an Atwood Full-Time Police Officer, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Greek made a motion to pay the bills as presented by Treasurer Connie England and add the following invoices to the bills for payment: Farnsworth $1659, Bob Douglas reimbursement of $365 and warrant for Dustin Heuerman’s hospitalization insurance of $534.72, seconded by  Streit.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.
ADJOURN: MOTION: Greek made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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