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Village of Atwood, minutes

April 24, 2006

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

April 24, 2006

Village President Gene A. Greek brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Steve Whisnant, Shirley Schable, Vevalee Smith, Joe Dyer, Brian Lynch and Fred Harshbarger.

MINUTES: MOTION: Smith made a motion to accept the minutes as modified, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Lynch, abstained; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
WAYNE WARD: MOTION: Dyer made a motion that the Village appropriate $19,000 of Motor Fuel Tax funds for the purpose of maintaining streets and highways under the applicable provision of the Illinois Highway Code from January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2006 seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
WATER & SEWER: Lynch reported that there was a water and sewer committee meeting held on April 20th at the municipal building.  Harshbarger and Lynch were present.  Gene Greek has been investigating to see if there is any grant money for a generator to run the water plant in the event of a power outage.  Allen Romine is working on Phase I of water main replacement.  The water and sewer charges for new businesses were discussed at this meeting.  The water and sewer committee recommends to the Village board that the meter deposit be waived and abate water and sewer for one year for new business owners and the grocery store.  MOTION: Lynch made a motion to accept the recommendation from the water and sewer committee that the $75 meter deposit be waived and that the village abate the water and sewer bills for one year for the current new businesses in town and P & C Market, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; motion carried.
Central or Master water meters: Multiple family dwellings such as apartment buildings and where trailers are located that have one central or master water meter will be read starting July 1st.  The cost analysis completed for reading and billing purposes benefit the community.  Lynch researched the ordinance book and can’t find where it was changed from master meters.  There was nothing found in the ordinances why changed, it states how to figure off of master meter.  Letters will be sent to owners notifying them that starting July 1st master meters will be read and the owner of the property will be billed for the water and sewer usage.  
Greek reported that he talked with Brian Kelley from Tim Johnson’s office April 11th about acquiring funds for a back up generator for water plant.  Greek also spoke with Duane Massie from USDA Rural Development April 12th.  Massie stated that the Emergency Services Grants are only for those Katrina style disasters.  Rural Development does have loans at a rate of 4.37% for up to fifteen years.  Greek would like for the water and sewer committee to discuss this subject.
FINANCE: Schable reported that the Finance Committee met on Thursday, April 20th at the municipal building.  Those present were Smith, Whisnant and Chairman Schable.  The proposed budget for fiscal year 2007 was reviewed.  Whisnant moved that the proposed budget be presented to the full board for approval.  Smith seconded the motion and it carried.  The bills were reviewed.

POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly police department activity report for March 2006.  Patrol miles driven, 3,024; fuel used 280.4 gallons; traffic stops, 24; warnings issued, 2; citations written, 23; police reports, 14; motorist assists, 2; traffic crashes, 2; theft reports, 1; vandalism reports, 1; criminal arrests, 4; ordinance violations issued, 3; calls out of town, 6; fire/medical calls, 3; Additional information: part-time Officer Norman Meeker resigned effective March 30, 2006. The Village has hired Kevin Mante as a part-time police office and was sworn in by Village Clerk Cindy Ard on April 17th at 1:25 p.m. at the municipal building.  Report submitted by Atwood Chief of Police Michael F. Keenan.
STREET & ALLEY: Dyer reported that on Saturday, April 22, at 5 p.m., the street and alley committee held a meeting at the municipal building.  In attendance were Whisnant and Chairman Dyer.  The committee discussed three topics, this years oiling of roads, the annual clean-up day, and building inspectors additional duties.  Dyer handed out a map of the village that was prepared by Wayne Ward that illustrated the roads that are due for oiling.  Ward previously drew up this map, upon receiving this map, Dyer gave Rick Myers a copy and asked him to review it, and add any additional areas that might need to be reviewed by Ward.  On April 22, Dyer met with Ward and drove and inspected the areas together and after reviewing, there were a few areas added and removed.  Ward will/ or has given the board an updated map and costs for this year.

The Building Inspector position was also an item of discussion.  During the March Village Board meeting, the Village Board passed a new salary structure for the Building Inspector.  Dyer reported that the committee felt there should be additional responsibilities for this position.  The village only requires the Building Inspector to review the applications, and visit the sight to make sure all rules apply, and grant or deny permits.  The committee feels that to help reduce any deviations from the permits that the person who holds this position be required to make one additional visit to the site, during the groundbreaking phase.  The purpose of the second visit is to review the permit and make sure that the applicant’s diagrams and measurements are in accordance with the permit.  The Building Inspector will report to the Village Clerk with his findings.

The annual clean-up day is June 10th this year.  The times for this will be 7 p.m. to 2 p.m.  The village provides dumpsters for residents to dispose of unwanted items to help promote a clean environment.  Last year’s cost for this event totaled $1575, this doubled from the previous year.  The committee is recommending that a $10 surcharge be placed on large appliances (large refrigerators, ovens, deep freezers, furnaces, washers, and dryers).  The committee asks that the residents purchase these stickers at the Village Municipal Building prior to the date of June 10th.  This will give the village an estimated amount of dumpster that will be needed, so the appropriate arrangements can be made.  The money collected from this fee will be reimbursed back to the expenses of clean-up day.  The line item is 01.11.920.  The committee also asks that village residents show picture identification, this helps to ensure that this event take place for village residents.  Dyer talked with Jim Reardon of Matchbox Disposal this morning and discussed items accepted for dumping.  The refrigerant needs to be removed from air conditioners, refrigerators, any vehicle parts, such as motors and transmissions, radiators, must have fluids drained.  Please leave the drain plugs out for verification.  No batteries.  Paints and stains must be opened and dried up first.  They will not accept rubber tires, and yard waste.  The dumpster will be delivered early Saturday morning and be removed after 2 p.m.  The village will place an ad one week before to notify the village residents.  Meeting adjourned 5:45 p.m.  Dyer will work clean-up day from 12:30 – 2 p.m.  Trustees need to let Cindy know what hours they are willing to work on clean-up day.

Dyer reported that Myers put new swings up at the park, picked up trash, helped deliver and remove voting booths, mowed, jetted a sewer line, road patching, and cleaned up after storm.

ZONING BOARD: Lynch reported a public hearing of the Atwood zoning board of appeals was held at the Atwood Municipal Building on Thursday, April 20th; with Bonnie Chesnut, Chairman calling the meeting to order at 7 p.m.  New members Amanda Romine and Joe Streit will be sworn in at tonight’s village board meeting.  Old Business: An amendment to Article 4 Section 402 Private Swimming Pools is being recommended to the Village Board to add information for electrical wiring and that swimming pools shall not be allowed in front yards.  If the property is a corner lot then the pool will need to be in accordance with the corner lot setbacks.  Lynch would like to wait until the next village board meeting to put this in motion form for some additions and changes to be made.  A discussion was held about special use permits.  A discussion was also held regarding setbacks for temporary structures which have to follow setback rules.  
On May 1st, the library has for sale the property behind Casey’s.  In the ad, it is mentioned that it is zoned for multiple family use.  The definition for Article 3 Section 301 – R2 Multiply Family Residential is unclear.  It mentions two family and also multiple family which could be interpreted more than two families.  Bonnie will type an amendment for recommendation.
A public hearing was set for the Zoning Board of Appeals for Thursday, May 18th at 7 p.m. at the Village Municipal Building to vote upon the recommendation for change to Appendix B for Multiple Family Dwelling.  The Zoning Board will also go through the books to make sure everyone has the same information.
ZONING BOARD VACANCIES: Mayor Greek recommended that Jared Crowe and Stan Harris fill vacancies left on the zoning board of appeals.  Amanda Romine, Joe Streit and Stan Harris will be sworn in with Jared Crowe being absent from tonight’s meeting.  MOTION: Schable made a motion that Jared Crowe and Stan Harris be approved by the Village Board to serve on the Zoning Board of Appeals, seconded by Lynch.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Lynch, yes; motion carried.  Mayor Greek then swore into office Amanda Romine, Joe Streit and Stan Harris to the zoning board of appeals.
FOREST PRESERVE AGREEMENT: Dyer reported that the amount of the Forest Preserve Agreement was not correct and that he would like for the date to be changed to May 1st to coincide with the Village’s fiscal year.  MOTION: Dyer made a motion to pass an amendment agreement with the Piatt County Forest Preserve to change the amount of the Forest Preserve Agreement from $2,150 to $2,450 and the date from April 1st to May 1st, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Schable, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:

T.I.F. DISTRICT: Greek and Schable met with Steven Kline, President/CEO of The Economic Development Group, Ltd. and Thomas N. Jacob & Associates out of Bloomington, Illinois.  This meeting was to discuss TIF Districts.  The business district alone would not generate funds, would need to add commercial, business, southeast and northwest parts of town to come up with enough funds.  Kline sent the Village a letter stating the estimated costs would be a minimum of $40,000 - $45,000.  Need to talk with Casey Rooney again to include the increase of properties now suggested to generate enough funds. Could someone from the Village also talk with Coles County Regional Planning?  The School is allowed a maximum of 25% of revenue from a TIF district.  Larger area would generate more revenue.  The motion to take action still is tabled but need to take action in the near future.
BUDGET FY’07: MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept the FY’07 budget as presented, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Lynch, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.  
NEW BUSINESS:

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: MOTION: Smith made a motion that the Village of Atwood pays their dues to be a member of the Atwood Chamber of Commerce, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Lynch, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried.
TOURIST CENTER AGREEMENT: MOTION: Smith made a motion that the Village of Atwood enter into an agreement with the Atwood Economic Development Corporation and the Atwood Chamber of Commerce to rent the Atwood Tourist Center beginning April 1st and ending October 31, 2006 per their request, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.  This agreement is the same as 2005’s agreement.  The Tourist Center will open May 1, 2006 and be open until October 31, 2006.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
NIMS COMPLIANCE: Mayor Greek is registered for a class on NIMS Compliance on May 6 & 7 at Equistar.  It is called a two day Command Class.  The Village has to send someone so in compliance.  If not in NIMS Compliance would not be eligible for any aid or grant money.

FUTURE GEN: Greek attended a meeting last Tuesday in Tuscola about the possibility of a future gen plant being built in this area.  The company is looking at four locations in Illinois and also locations in other states.  The plant would be powered up by 2012.
FLOWERS FOR MAIN STREET: The Women’s Club is requesting two more barrel halves filled with dirt in front of the grocery store.  The Women’s Club will pay for the flowers.  MOTION: Dyer made a motion that the Village supplies an amount not to exceed $125 for concrete planters, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.  Phyllis Romine and her daughter Laurie have planted flowers in Mayor Horty Romine’s memory under the tree east of the Municipal Building.
SPLIT RAIL REMOVAL REQUEST: Greek has had a request to take down a section of split rail fence and two posts to put a crescent shaped walkway with flower bed within center of it.  Civic Improvement needs a drawing from owner so they can make a recommendation to the Village Board.

REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to pay the bills as presented, seconded by Lynch.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Smith, yes; Lynch, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

AEDC: Lori Murphy, President of Atwood Economic Development Corporation would like to be informed about TIF information.  There was no money budgeted for the AEDC.  The ambulance agreement with Arrow cost significantly less than would an agreement with Kirby Ambulance Service.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: Stephanie Wierman, President of the Chamber of Commerce asks for a clarification on the motion made about Halloween at the last Village board meeting.  Civic Improvement Committee will review.
