PAGE  
6
Village of Atwood, minutes

March 17, 2008

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

March 17, 2008

Village President Pro Tem Gene Greek brought the Atwood Village board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Those present were Fred Harshbarger, Jim Tholen, Joe Streit and Gloria Litwiller.  Ken Clack entered at 7:20 p.m.  Mayor Ron Wallace was absent.
Mayor Pro Tem Greek welcomed Troop 76 leader Dave Johnson and Wee blows, Zach Kingston and Logan Conner.
MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 19th village board meeting as presented seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.  MINUTES: MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept the minutes of the special meeting held on February 27th seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
WATER AND SEWER:  Tholen reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held on March 12, 2008 at 5 p.m. at the municipal building.  Clack, Tholen, Greek – Chairman and Mayor Wallace were present.  General information for the month was as follows: A water line leak was repaired on East Central Avenue on March 11th.  On March 12th a sewer line connection on East Oak Terrace was repaired.  During the month of February, 2008 the water department processed an average of 143,513 gallons of potable water per day.  For the month a total of 4,161,880 gallons of potable water were processed.  The wastewater treatment plant operated within all I.E.P.A. standards for the month of February.  Update of Activities: The new pickup truck for the water department has been ordered through the existing state contract for purchase of vehicles.  Delivery is anticipated after May 1, 2008, with payment to be made in the new budget year.  The motor rebuilding for the wastewater treatment plant is still in process.  Because of the age of the motor (43 years) no completion time is available.  The meter replacement for the wastewater treatment plant has been ordered and is expected to be in place and paid for from this budget years funds ($3,000+).  The “Dry Pit” design is still in process by the Farnsworth Group.  It is still anticipated that the design of the “Dry Pit” and the payment to the Farnsworth Group will be within this years’ budget.  The scum box and the first set of weirs have been received and reimbursement made to Justin Long.  The second set of weirs is in the process of being manufactured.  The I.E.P.A. permit required for the West Orchard Avenue Water Main Extension has not been received from the I.E.P.A.  The work is not expected to be done until late spring or early summer.  The water and sewer committee meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.  Water and Sewer Superintendent Allen Romine will be flushing hydrants the week of April 21st through the 25th.
RABIES CLINIC: The Piatt County Rabies Clinic will be held Saturday, April 12th from Noon to 2 p.m. at the Village’s Street Maintenance Building.

STREET & ALLEY: Tholen reported that the street and alley committee met at 5:30 p.m. on March 12th with Tholen – Chairman, Greek, Clack and Mayor Wallace in attendance.  The committee discussed that CSX will be addressing the issue of repair of the railroad crossings in the Village of Atwood in the future.  The Village’s concerns have been turned over to the engineers of CSX Railroad for their review.  CSX has approximately 36,000 crossings and bridges in a 23 state network to maintain.  The village is on a list to repair the crossings; the village will still keep pushing for the repairs to be made.  A letter to the Village from CSX is on file.  The committee also discussed the issue of the possibility of tilling and shaping some of the Village’s alleys, but decided the village would be better served by addressing more of our roads as did last summer.  In new business the committee discussed the problems with the 2000 Dodge pickup’s transmission.  It has gone out again.  The last one was suppose to be covered under warranty, but the company that held the warranty has some issues and won’t cover the transmission.  Seems when the work was done the last time the parts supply company claims they weren’t told that this was a warranty job by the mechanic and the mechanic seems to have put in a gasket improperly.  So there is a question with the warranty, who rebuilt, out on the road after repaired and the transmission burnt up again.  Street and alley committee meeting adjourned at 6 p.m.
POLICE: Harshbarger reported that a police committee meeting was held March 12th at the municipal building at 7 p.m.  Those present were Harshbarger – chairman, Streit, Litwiller, Police Chief Dustin Heuerman, and Officer Cliff Ponder.  The committee went over the police report for February 2008 with some of the reports having to be estimated do to the computers being down.  Piatt County Sheriff’s department donated a video camera for a police car, there was a discussion on the police car computer and also the installation of the computers and donated camera.  Heuerman stated that the fire extinguishers in the squad cars need to be checked along with the rest of the Village’s fire extinguishers that will be checked in May 2008.  The police committee adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  Harshbarger also reported that Police Chief Dustin Heuerman has presented the Village with a letter of resignation to take a job with the Champaign County Sheriff’s Department.  The police report for February 2008 read as follows: Miles driven, 1384; fuel used, 152.95; traffic stops, 50; citations, 29; warnings, 32; calls for service, 12; motorist assists, 1; traffic crashes, 1; DUI arrests, 1; domestic disputes, 2; criminal arrests, 4; agency assists, 2; fire/medical calls,2.

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT: Streit reported that the civic improvement, tourism and special projects committee meeting was held March 12 at 8:30 p.m. at the municipal building with Streit (Chairman), Litwiller and Harshbarger in attendance.  Police Chief Dustin Heuerman was also present.  

Materials from the Village and the Atwood Chamber of Commerce were passed to Heuerman, who will pass along this information to his roommate, the designer of atwoodil.com.  The committee hopes that since this is the designer’s spring break from college that a lot of progress will be made.

Streit met with Andy Hanfland and Steve Smith from the Farnsworth Group in Champaign.  The Farnsworth Group has an engineer that is an expert with wind turbine procedures, and may be a good resource to use in the future, as the Village and the Farnsworth Group have a good working relationship.

Streit met with the Mayor of Gibson City and discussed wind turbines.  The Village may wish to consider joining into an economic deal that would at the least make it more possible to purchase a wind turbine and possibly consider a greater partnership in creating a qualifying power facility.  

The committee learned that TIF funds can be used for eligible education expenses for residents.  This should be considered during discussions of a possible Atwood TIF District.  Streit has asked both the school board and the library director to have their opinions on the effects of a TIF District for their respective bodies versus the needs of the town.  There is no time limit to this request, but we hope to hear something from these bodies before the end of the summer, possibly.

The committee discussed the trash problem from the property of Dennis Parrish.  Trash buildup has been increasing and it is evident that garbage pickup is not being conducted.  Mr. Parrish received a letter from the Police Department, and at the conclusion of the 10 day period a citation was issued with instructions to appear at the Douglas County Courthouse on a specified date and time if the fine was paid and the garbage cleaned up there would be no need for him to appear in court.  This committee is thankful for the Police Department and their enforcement of our village ordinances to keep Atwood looking nice.  The meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m.
The Atwood Zoning Board will be meeting soon to discuss zoning for the 1.25 mile distance beyond the corporate limits of Atwood.  This will help in future plans for expansion for the Village.  The Zoning Board will also discuss the building of a home with the exterior made to look like a pole barn.

BUILDINGS & INSURANCE, PARK, PROPERTY AND WASTE MANAGEMENT: The Buildings & Insurance and Park committee meeting was held on March 12th at the municipal building.  Litwiller – Chairman, Streit, Harshbarger and Officer Ponder were present.  

Rebecca Harris the Aflac District Sales Coordinator discussed the different types of insurance plans that Aflac offers such as: dental, cancer, disability, accidental and life.  Any of these policies may be offered to any fulltime or part time employee of the village.  Cindy is working on setting a date for the employees to meet with Rebecca.
Troy Dunn with Provena Regional EMS systems sent a letter updating the village on the new AED (automated external defibrillator) laws which pertains to ball fields, pools or other outdoor areas.  Since we do not have a person that mans the park at all times, Troy feels that if one AED unit is placed in each squad car with properly trained personnel that would be sufficient.  Heuerman is writing a grant for the purchase of two AED units.  Dunn offers training sessions for the AEDs free of charge, so all officers will be trained.
Steve Reynolds from the Little League called to see if the power and water in the restrooms and concession stand could be turned on earlier for the High School Softball team.  The High School would like to use the concession stand during these games.  The committee feels this is OK.  Litwiller will go once in a while for inspections to make sure the building is kept up properly.  It will be the coaches’ responsibility to open the restrooms up and to make sure they are kept clean.

*If this is OK to open up earlier

*Heaters

*Questions on supplies for restrooms

Three heaters have been purchased for the restrooms and concession stand area at $200 each.  They are hanging heaters and will be taken down after use and put back up for spring softball seasons.  AH Boosters will pay for one of the heaters.  The other two heaters have already been donated to the Little League.  MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to allow the Little League to install heaters in the concession stand building seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Tholen, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; motion carried.     Clack entered the Village Board meeting.
FINANCE: Clack reported that a finance committee meeting was held March 12th at 6 p.m. at the municipal building with Clack – Chairman, Greek, Tholen and Mayor Wallace present.  The proposed fiscal year budget for 2009 was presented to the trustees and village president for review.  The finance committee hopes they have addressed each committee’s suggestion list.  Should any questions arise during your review please feel free to contact the finance committee for discussion?
Three Illinois Municipal League suggestions related to cable and video competition law – Cable/video customer protection law have been provided prior to this meeting for your review & Clack proposes the village incorporate these ordinances into existing ordinances or in the case a new ordinance or ordinances.  Village required initiating ordinance following the Illinois Municipal Leagues’ draft as follows: 1. Right – of – way construction ordinance 2. Provider fee ordinance 3. Customer protection ordinance.  The Village does have franchise agreements with Mediacom and Illinois Consolidated.

FY’O9 BUDGET: No action was taken.

CABLE TV: No action was taken.

POLICE CAPITAL EXPENDITURES: Streit reported that the police department expenditures have been running around $10,000 to $15,000 a month with this months expenditure being $15,000 plus.  The police department will reprioritize its expenditures with tazers being at the top of the list and would also like to have the tazers on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled board meeting.

PIATT COUNTY TRANSPORTATION: Tabled until next meeting.  The Village will ask Lisa Olsen to attend the April board meeting and give a ten minutes presentation.  There are questions about whether everyone in town can use the bus service, how often will the bus come to Atwood, etc.
CIMOA: The CIMOA meeting will be hosted by the City of Arcola.  The dinner meeting will be Thursday, March 20, 2008 at the recently constructed club house at the Kaskaskia Country Club.  The trustees and mayor will pay for their spouses if they would like to attend the meeting.
LOCUST AVENUE: Marvel Cordts was present to voice her concerns about Locust Avenue.  The road is breaking up from big trucks.  The corners and the road need to be made wider.  The chairman of the street and alley committee will get in touch with Wayne Ward and ask what it would take to make the road and corners wider and beef up the roadway.

REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Clack made a motion to approve the invoices for payment as presented seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Clack, yes; motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

PICNIC DAY: Litwiller presented her ideas for a community picnic day at the Atwood Park tentatively to be held Sunday, June 8, 2008.  Some ideas are games for all ages, catered picnic, concession stand, and movie for all ages, softball/baseball games, batting cages, dunk tank, horse shoe pits, etc.  Sell tickets with all proceeds going towards new equipment for the park or summer activities at the park.  More details at the next board meeting.
CLEAN UP DAY: Litwiller contacted Jim Reardon of Matchbox Disposal.  The date of Saturday, June 7th is available for clean up day.  Last year the village used three thirty square containers at $375 each.  This year the units will be $425 each.  The committee wasn’t sure about the details on metal day.  Litwiller will contact Tuscola Recycling and Anderson’s about metal pick up. 
HALE: Norman Hales’ attorney asked for forms that Hale needs to fill out.  The forms were mailed to Hale’s attorney Mark Petty.

POLICE: Streit reported that the police department has a complete staff, procedure manual implemented, evidence room improved, DSL has been installed, outdated phones have been replaced, the office has been rearranged, new radios have been purchased, in car computers for two cars and an in car video, and also have a video camera for interviews.  The moral of the police department has improved.  Streit thanked Chief Dustin Heuerman on behalf of the Village of Atwood for his service and improvements to the Atwood police department since he started his employment November 1, 2007.

AUDIENCE: Police: Vevalee Smith is concerned with the changes in the police department.  The board responded by saying that there will be interim appointments made to the police department at tonight’s board meeting and there will still be 24/5 coverage.  The total budget for this fiscal year was $148,000.  The proposed budget for the police department for fiscal year ’09 is $162,000.  Some of the increase is an allowance of $6,000 for the village’s share of a police car grant.  Village Roads: A resident of Atwood had concerns about semis and truck traffic on Main Street.  Need to slow traffic down from Magnolia Avenue to South Main Street on Main Street.  Citizen recommends a four way stop, caution light or stop light to slow traffic down.  State of Illinois did Arthur’s stop light and it took a long time.  Annual Chamber of Commerce Dinner: Stephanie Wierman reminded everyone of the Annual Dinner to be held April 10th at the Elementary Cafeteria with the U of I Wheelchair Men’s and Women’s basketball teams to have the program after the dinner in the gymnasium.  The tickets for the evening are $15.00 each.  The Dinner will be catered by P & C Market.  Property West of Park: An audience member stated that they would like to see the park extended west.  John Lyons owns this land and right now all plans are on hold.  Thought the Village could furnish water and sewer for land for park?  Pinewood Derby: Hunter Dyer was present.  It was noted that he placed second in a pinewood derby race.  Scouts:  Mayor Pro Tem Gene Greek thanked Dave Johnson for bringing the Scouts to the Village board meeting and helping the scouts work towards their badges.  Casey’s: Casey’s Grand Opening Friday and Saturday with specials on donuts and drinks.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Streit made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss personnel at 8:10 p.m. seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.

REGULAR SESSION: The Village board reentered regular session at 8:45 p.m.

RESIGNATION: MOTION: Streit made a motion to accept the resignation of Police Chief Dustin Heuerman with regrets, effective March 26, 2008, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.

INTERIM APPOINTMENTS: MOTION: Streit made a motion to appoint Cliff Ponder as Interim Atwood Police Chief at $31,000 per year or $14.90 per hour as of March 27, 2008, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to appoint A.J. Ruggieri as Interim Full Time Police Officer for the Village of Atwood at $25,750 per year or $12.38 per hour effective March 27, 2008, seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  
ADJOURN: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.  
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______________________________
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