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Village of Atwood, minutes

February 20, 2007


VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustee Meeting

February 20, 2007

Village President Pro Tem Joe Dyer brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Fred Harshbarger, Joe Streit, Steve Whisnant, Shirley Schable and Vevalee Smith.  Village President Brian Lynch was recorded absent.
MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; Dyer, abstained, Whisnant, yes; motion carried.
MOTOR FUEL TAX (WAYNE WARD): Wayne Ward was present to discuss the 2006 expenditure statement for motor fuel tax street maintenance work.  After auditing the Village’s motor fuel tax expenditures Ward recommends that additional Motor Fuel Tax Funds be appropriated.  The Village had appropriated $19,000 for street maintenance and spent $30,667.25.  The expenditures on signs, patching, sidewalks and seal coat were more than anticipated.
FINANCE: Schable reported that finance, personnel and cable TV committee met February 15th at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  Committee members present were Smith, Whisnant and Schable.
The bills for payment were reviewed.  The committee reviewed the gas and electric bills and discussed ways to reduce them in light of AmerenCILCO’s unprecedented increase.  Additionally, the committee discussed the Village’s ability to pay for utilities at the Tourist Center this year due to the anticipated increased cost.  Smith made a motion that the bills be paid as presented; Whisnant seconded by motion and it carried.

Discussion ensued regarding the purchase of a mower.  It was suggested that a line item in the budget be created in which revenue received from the Piatt County Forest Preserve for the mowing of the park could be posted.  Also, any revenue received as a result of the village mowing abandoned property should be placed in this fund.  Accordingly, these funds should be applied towards the purchase of equipment.  The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

STREET & ALLEY: Streit read street and alley report received from Rick Myers.  Dumped trash and picked up boulevard, assisted Allen Romine jet sewer on North Kentucky Street, snow removal on January 21st, February 12th through 17th, salted various areas around town, cleaned up debris around town, cleaned lift stations and gutters, repaired and repainted the Ford 4100 tractor, dumped trash uptown, took down the remaining Christmas decorations, snow pile clean-up, ran water and sewer tests on the weekends, helped Romine with water leak on North Illinois Street, took down part of Christmas decorations, maintenance of street vehicles, helped repair water leak on West Orchard Avenue, created a secure means to keep picnic tables at park from getting moved around, jetted sewer line on West Orchard Avenue, helped with water leak on North Iowa Street, created a list of items for summer work and repaired furnace at Visitor’s Center.

The street and alley committee met on February 14th at the municipal building with Joe Dyer, Joe Streit, Steve Whisnant and Rick Myers present.  Myers reported that the Village truck needs repairs done on the transmission.  Myers commented that the transmission has always had small problems of slipping and the reverse gear is now totally gone.  Myers suggested that for the cost of $2,500 - $3,000 the transmission could be replaced instead of rebuilt with a trade-in value applied.  The committee agreed for Myers to call around and get estimates and use his best judgment.  The transmission has been ordered and is going to be replaced at JR Cornwell’s for the cost of $2,500.

The committee also spoke about next year’s budget.  Myers asked that it remain the same as last year with additional funding of $1,800 for a reversible pump to be replaced on the honey wagon.  The honey wagon is used to clean out sludge that has accumulated in the bottom of catch basins.  This pump has been out of service for 1-2 years.  Myers would like to get it replaced so this equipment could be used.  The catch basins have not received this type of cleaning for quite some time.  The committee agreed to increase his budget for this cost.  The village needs to replace the tractor for mowing and snow removal.  The water and sewer and street and alley departments have always shared the cost of this equipment.  The committee discussed this proposal and will make a recommendation to the finance committee to discuss for the expenditures of this equipment.
With winter upon us, the village endured two snow storms that required additional help to maintain safe streets for the residents.  The first storm was on February 12th and 13th, and the most recent happening on February 17th.  Myers decided to use Greg Clark to relieve Romine and himself.  Clark acquired 38.5 hours, and will be paid at a rate of $8.27/hr.  This is the rate that Clark was paid at his last employment with the Village.  The committee had discussed this situation earlier in the year and felt that Myers should be the person to make this decision.  Dyer feels that with the conditions that were encountered, Myers made the right choice.

POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly police department activity report for January 2007.  Patrol miles driven, 2,310; fuel used, 305.6 gallons, traffic stops, 51; warnings issued, 9; citations written, 53; police reports, 10; motorist assists, 4; juvenile complaints, 1; theft reports, 2; vandalism reports, 1; domestic disputes, 2; criminal arrests, 1; calls out of town, 3; fire/ medical calls, 4; Additional information: Officer Cliff Ponder began his new duties as a full-time officer on January 25th.  Ponder spoke to thirty-four members of the Tuscola Kiwanis Club on January 15th on internet safety.  Officer Ponder is a certified instructor of the Netsmartz program whose objective is to educate students and their parents on internet safety.  Ponder is planning to teach this program to Atwood-Hammond School students.  Also, during January, Chief Keenan attended three days of training satisfying the State training mandate for 2007.  The training dealt with juvenile offenders and supervisory issues.  Police report submitted by Atwood Police Chief Michael Keenan.
PARK, PROPERTY & WASTE MANAGEMENT: Myers reported that the picnic tables at the park have been cabled together to keep from being moved.
BUILDING & INSURANCE: Whisnant will check on any maintenance that needs to be completed in future on the municipal building.

SNOW REMOVAL: Dyer reported that he and Mayor Lynch were both very pleased with the snow removal in the town.  Clark ended up working 38 ½ hours.

MEDIACOM: Dyer reported that the Village has received a letter from Mediacom stating that the agreement between Mediacom and the Village expires in 2010 but that formal cable franchise renewal procedures to be invoked 30 – 36 months prior to expiration.  The franchise fee is currently 3%.  A temporary delay of the formal procedures can be agreed upon in order to explore informal negotiations, both parties will retain their rights to proceed with the formal renewal process at any time upon written notice to the other party.

WATER & SEWER: Smith reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held February 15th at 6:30 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Schable, Harshbarger, Romine and Smith.  Items discussed: Purchase of a new lawn tractor – publishing for bids – ready March meeting.  Water project: Due to inclement and cold weather, project will begin in the spring, upon notification by contractor.  Summer help: Recommend the rehiring of Rex Sutton and Mike Watters for mowing, etc.  Water usage: Recommend a “cap” be put in place on new businesses receiving a “waiver” for one year on water and sewer usage and must be open for business as originally planned.  Sewer plant: Older valves will be replaced in the future – money allotted in new budget.  No other business coming before the meeting adjourned on motion of Schable and seconded by Harshbarger.  Monthly reports are on file in the Village Clerk’s office.
OLD BUSINESS:

ZONING BOOK: Streit reported that the trustees need to review the zoning book for passage of the ordinance at the March meeting.

FESTIVAL BEER TENT: The Village received a letter from the Pastor of the Christian Church, Don Gerkin, concerning the proposed beer tent for the Apple Dumpling Festival in August.  The board appreciated Pastor Gerkin’s letter of concerns.  Schable believes the Chamber deserves a chance.  Questions brought up were: did Chamber vote on the beer tent, are Chamber members doing the serving in the beer tent, is there a better location, motorcycle show, and insurance $700 dram shop?  Liquor license (Village President liquor commissioner) so should be active in overview and approval.
BUDGET: Schable need to add $1,800 for a reversible pump for the honey wagon.  Need all information in for the FY’08 budget so can be ready for the March board meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

MFT: MOTION: Dyer made a motion to appropriate an additional sum of $11,667.25 of motor fuel tax funds for the purpose of maintaining streets and highways under the applicable provisions of the Illinois Highway Code for January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2006, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.

NEW TRACTOR MOWER: Schable reported the finance committee would like for bids to be taken for a new tractor mower.  The committee is hoping for the bids to come in around $18,000 and will be divided between the water and sewer and street and alley department funds.  The old tractor will not be traded in and used for salting sidewalks in the winter time.

PERSONNEL: MOTION: Schable recommends the reappointments of the following employees: Atwood Police Chief, Mike Keenan; Sergeant, Tom Zeigler; Full time police officer Cliff Ponder; Water and Sewer Superintendent, Allen Romine; Street and Alley Superintendent, Rick Myers; Collector, Cindy Ard; Treasurer/Accountant, Connie England; and Part time mowing, etc. Rex Sutton and Mike Watters; for fiscal year 2008; seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; Whisnant, yes; motion carried.
ESDA, HOMELAND SECURITY AND CIVIL DEFENSE: MOTION: Dyer made a motion to recommend Joe Dukeman as the ESDA, Homeland Security and Civil Defense representative for the Village of Atwood, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Streit, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.

PIATT COUNTY Jr. FAIR: The Village received a letter from the Piatt County Pageant Directors requesting a donation.  It was stated again that the board feels that private donations from the public should be made not the village using tax payer money, especially with the current financial situation.

MOSQUITO ABATEMENT INVOICE: Whisnant reported that the Illinois Municipal League Risk Management Association (the Village’s insurance company) has sent the Village an invoice/endorsement for mosquito spraying for March 1, 2007 through November 30, 2007.  Whisnant would like for this invoice to be included in the bills for payment.
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to pay the bills as presented with the addition of the mosquito abatement fee invoice in the amount of $100 to be included, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Streit, yes; Dyer, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Whisnant, yes; motion carried.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Smith made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss a personnel issue at 8 p.m., seconded by Streit. VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Streit, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried.

REGULAR SESSION: Entered into regular session at 8:20 p.m.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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