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Village of Atwood, minutes

February 20, 2006


VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

February 20, 2006

Village President Gene A. Greek brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Shirley Schable, Vevalee Smith, Joe Dyer, Fred Harshbarger and Steve Whisnant.  Brian Lynch was recorded absent.

MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Smith.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

MOTOR FUEL TAX: Wayne Ward was present to discuss the 2005 street maintenance program which is based on the calendar year.  There had been $52,000 appropriated and $65,589 was spent.  MOTION: Dyer made a motion to appropriate an additional $13,589 of motor fuel tax funds for the purpose of maintaining streets and highways under the applicable provisions of the Illinois Highway Code from January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
WATER & SEWER: Schable reported for the water and sewer committee in the absence of Lynch.  A water and sewer committee meeting was held February 15th at 3 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Lynch, Chairman; Schable, Harshbarger and Allen Romine.  The water main projects were discussed.  Andy Hanfland of the Farnsworth Group has forwarded the permit applications from CSX Railroad for signing.  Two permits are needed at $750 each from CSX with the turnaround time being 30-60 days.  The cost of phase I and II of the water main projects have not changed.  The bidding process for phase II will begin as soon as permits are secured.  Romine presented a tentative budget for the water and sewer department for fiscal year 2007.  Romine will make a few changes that were discussed and present the final budget at the next meeting.  A study was done by Romine as to feasibility and profit for the Village on having a central water meter for multi family housing units and trailer courts.  The results were presented, and the committee feels that an Ordinance should be written to use central water meters.  Most of the housing units have central meters and all of the areas with trailers already have the central meters installed.  The committee gave the ok for one leak abatement request.
FINANCE: Schable reported that the finance, personnel and cable T.V. committee met on February 16th at 7:00 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Committee members present were Smith, Whisnant, Schable, Chairman and Mayor Greek.  The committee began the budgeting process and discussed areas of potential increases and/or decreases in all accounts.  Each committee member will work independently on the budget then meet again in two weeks to begin finalizing the budget prior to the March Board meeting.  A final budget will be ready for the April meeting.  Mayor Greek reported that he had a verbal commitment from representatives of the Village of Garrett as well as Garrett Township regarding payment to Tuscola for ambulance service.  The Committee discussed work schedules, the use of part-time police officers, insurance coverage, and legal representation.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.   
STREET & ALLEY: Dyer reported that a street and alley committee meeting was held on February 15th at 5 p.m. at the municipal building.  Brian Lynch, Steve Whisnant and Joe Dyer, chairman were in attendance.  Each board member was given a copy of a map of sidewalks that are in need of replacement.  Dyer asked members of the committee to drive around town and put in order of priority the sidewalks to be repaired.  The cost estimates were around $7,900 and only $3,500 budgeted for next year.  Fuel costs are at 108% right now, Myers is trying to keep costs down.  
Myers also gave the committee cost estimates for two alleys that are in much need of rock.  The alleys to the north and south of West Central Avenue are used by garbage trucks.  The alley to the south runs parallel to the tracks and is mainly used by garbage trucks.  The alley to the north is used by garbage trucks and residents.  Myers has done some work on the north alley and is about 1/3 complete.  The estimated cost for this project is 208 tons of rock at a cost of $3,100.  The committee decided to finish the north alley this year and rework the south alley at a later date.  
The committee also discussed the placement of a sign prohibiting parking on the south side of West Orchard Avenue between Indiana and Missouri Streets.  Dyer will have an ordinance drawn up for the March 20th board meeting.  
Dyer reported that the committee also talked about renaming Central Avenue.  The Chamber of Commerce asked the Village board to rename Central Avenue in Horty Romine’s honor at the January meeting.  The committee feels that renaming the street would burden the residents and businesses along Central Avenue.  The occupants would have to change a wide variety of personal information.  The committee would like to have this street designated as an honorary street.  The Village can place a sign above the original street signs in Mayor Horty Romine’s honor.  The cost per sign is $22.95 for a 6” x 30” sign.  The signs are double faced and brown in color and would read “HONORARY HORTY ROMINE AVENUE”.  The signs would be placed at the east and west corner of Main Street and one sign at the corner of Central and Illinois Street.  The committee has suggested there to be a dedication ceremony at the Apple Dumpling Festival with Phyllis Romine and family being invited.  
MOTION: Schable made a motion to erect a sign to read “HONORARY HORTY ROMINE AVENUE” at the corner of North Main Street and West Central Avenue and South Main Street and East Central Avenue for dedication and installation at the Apple Dumpling Festival, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried. 

Dyer read the street and alley report submitted by Myers.  Patch holes, jetted sewer lines, ran water and sewer tests on weekend, helped with sewer clean out on Missouri Street, did maintenance at Village Hall, worked on backhoe, measured walks for repair, worked on alleys, helped with water leak on Illinois Street, picked up trash from uptown and surrounding areas, worked on barricades, painted parking lines on Main Street, making new sign for the street department and placed rock on side of south Main Street around the curves.
POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly police department activity report for January 2006 submitted by Chief of Police Mike Keenan.  Patrol miles driven, 2,605; fuel used, 274.3 gallons; traffic stops, 51; warnings issued, 4; citations written, 47; police reports, 6; motorist assists, 2; traffic crashes, 1; juvenile complaints, 2; theft reports, 1; domestic disputes, 1; criminal arrests, 3; ordinance violations issued, 1; calls out of town, 2; fire/medical calls, 10.  There was a police committee held February 15th at 2 p.m. at the municipal building.

PARK: Dyer reported that he talked with Mike Dixon of the Piatt County Forest Preserve.  There was a misunderstanding; the Village agreed to put a new roof on the shed/old restrooms and put a concrete pad across from the concession stand by the pavilion on the Forest Preserve side of the park.  The money would come out of another fund; it would not come out of the money the Village receives from the Piatt County Forest Preserve Agreement. 
OLD BUSINESS:

AMBULANCE SERVICE: Schable stated that Greek had reported at the finance committee meeting that he had received a verbal commitment from representatives of the Village of Garrett as well as Garrett Township regarding payment to the City of Tuscola for ambulance service.  MOTION: Schable made a motion that the Village of Atwood agrees to enter into a contractual arrangement with the City of Tuscola for ambulance service contingent upon contributions from the Township of Garrett and the Village of Garrett, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.
TIF DISTRICT: Mayor Greek updated the trustees about information he compiled on a TIF District.  A proposed area for a TIF District suggested is from Forest to Cedar and Iowa to Illinois.  Supervisor of Assessments were contacted from both counties.  The property within this area has a total assessed evaluation of approximately $800,000.  If you take $800,000 a 1% increase in the amount generated of total assessed evaluation would only be $715 a year.  2 ½% increase the amount would be $1,789 and if it was the full maximum 5% the amount would be $3,578.  With Village having to borrow money, having to pay it back on a five year basis, would have to pay back $5,000 per year, as you can see the revenue would not cover the amount having to be paid back.  That is not considering any arrangements that would have to be made with any taxing districts in setting up the TIF District.  Greek also asked about information on RT. 36.  The assessed evaluation along Rt. 36 is approximately $768,000, almost the same assessed value as downtown.  If you combine the two areas it would still not generate enough revenue.  The assessed value would be approximately $1,500,000 to $1,600,000 so it would generate revenue with an increase at 1%, $1,408; at 2 ½%, $3,500; at 5%, $7,038.  The Village has no control over assessed evaluation increase.  If Village would do this would have to put both areas together.  With figures of revenue not being good and questions about school district wanting a lump sum payment this does not seem feasible.  The Village did receive a Legislative Bulletin that House Bill 4462 will be introduced concerning TIF Districts for residential developments.  It would require any TIF District for a residential development would have to be done by referendum.  The cost would be on developers and investors instead of the Villages.  The Village board is still leaving the TIF District issue tabled.
ROMINE FLAG AND BUILDING INSPECTOR PAYMENTS: Will be brought up at the Village’s March board meeting.
BUDGET 2007: The ruff draft is ready and will be close to a final draft of the fiscal year 2007 budget at the March board meeting.

APRIL VILLAGE BOARD MEETING: MOTION: Smith made a motion to change the regular scheduled village board meeting to Monday, April 24, 2006 at 7 p.m. from its normal date of April 17th due to fiscal year end, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Dyer, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; motion carried.

ZONING BOARD APPOINTMENT: Schable made the motion to accept the appointment of Joe Streit, Mayor Greek’s recommendation to the zoning board of appeals to fill the vacancy left by Steve Whisnant, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to pay the bills as presented, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Dyer, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.
Harshbarger left the meeting.

GRANT WRITING WORKSHOP: Greek reported that he attended a grant writing workshop in Macon County.  The speaker was a grant writer for Crawford County.  He had written a grant in the amount of $1,000,000 that the City of Robinson was awarded.  So far the Village has not received any response from letters sent out about grant money available for water and sewer generator except from Chapin Rose.  Greek stated that the Village may start putting together information for a grant and see what happens.

VILLAGE ATTORNEY: The Village feels that it needs to utilize someone else’s services for attorney.  The present attorney is inconvenient because of being located in Champaign instead of Tuscola.  Schable stated that she placed a phone call to the Illinois Municipal League requesting names of attorneys.  The village will check into options and leave this issue tabled.

ADJOUR: MOTION: Smith made a motion to adjourn seconded by Schable.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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