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Village of Atwood, minutes

February 19, 2008

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

February 19, 2008
Village President Ronald E. Wallace brought the Atwood Village board meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Those present were Gene Greek, Ken Clack, Fred Harshbarger, Gloria Litwiller and Joe Streit.  Jim Tholen entered the meeting at 7:02 p.m.

MINUTES: MOTION: Greek made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Clack.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

KEY TO THE VILLAGE: Village President Ronald Wallace presented Phyllis Hendrickson, owner of the Family Shoppe, with the Key to the Village in recognition of thirty years in business in the Village of Atwood.  
WAYNE WARD, MOTOR FUEL TAX FUND: Wayne Ward was present to inform the village board that after auditing the calendar year 2007 motor fuel tax expenditures the village needs to appropriate an additional $3,739.04.  MOTION:  Greek made a motion to appropriate the sum of $3,739.04 of Motor Fuel Tax funds for the purpose of maintaining streets and highways under the applicable provisions of the Illinois Highway Code from January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Litwiller, yes; Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.  Motor Fuel Tax is set up on a calendar year.  The Village can start their street maintenance work as soon as the weather breaks.
WATER & SEWER: Greek reported that a water and sewer committee meeting was held on February 13, 2008 at 5 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Clack, Tholen, Greek – Chairman and Mayor Wallace.  General information for the water and sewer department was as follows: A. During the month of January 2008 the water department processed an average of 146,667 gallons of potable water per day and total of 4,546,850 gallons of water were processed for the month.  The wastewater treatment plant operated within all I.E.P.A. standards for the month.  B. The pump motor for the wastewater treatment plant “dry pit” is still under repair.  The weirs for the wastewater treatment plant are still being fabricated.  C. On February 13th Greek talked to Mark Sims of the Sims Drilling Company about the estimated costs for a test well to be drilled behind the old telephone building.  The estimated cost for a 2” bore is $10-$12/ft. for a 90 ft. to 100 ft depth.  
Projects design and engineering: A. The design and engineering required for the West Orchard Avenue Water Main Extension has been completed.  The results have been submitted to the I.E.P.A. by the Farnsworth Group for permit approval.  A decision by the I.E.P.A. is expected in 34 days.  B. The design and engineering required for a new “dry pit” at the wastewater treatment plant is still in process.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.  
MOTION: Greek made a motion to give authorization of the purchase of a new Ford F250 truck for the water and sewer department in the amount of $16,500 from Landmark Ford in Springfield with the understanding that the truck will be ordered prior to April 7, 2008 and not to be delivered or paid for until after May 1, 2008 so the truck will be paid out of the fiscal year 2009 budget, seconded by Litwiller.  VOTING: Tholen, yes; Streit, yes; Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Litwiller, yes; Greek, yes; motion carried.  Landmark Ford in Springfield has the State Contract until April 7, 2008.
FINANCE: Clack reported that there was a finance committee meeting held on February 13, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Clack – Chairman, Greek, Tholen, Mayor Wallace and Streit.  The meeting was directed to the fiscal year 2009 budget.  1. Reviewed budget requests submitted to date from the police, water, streets, park activities, tourism and chamber and discussed preliminary budget which will hopefully be ready for March meeting and submitted for approval at the April meeting.  2. Cable ordinances to be reviewed by village trustees during this next month for possible incorporation vote at the March meeting.  3. Reviewed bills for approval.  Adjourned meeting at 6 p.m.

STREET, ZONING AND MOSQUITO CONTROL: Tholen reported that the street and alley committee held a meeting on February 13, 2008 at 6 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Tholen – Chairman, Greek, Clack and Mayor Wallace.  Myers presented some items for discussion in regards to expenditures for the upcoming 2008-09 fiscal year.  These will be reviewed by the committee and recommendations will be laid out in the budget.  (One item the committee did discuss was the possibility of a lease over buying new or repairing our mosquito fogger.  Both options will be reviewed and recommendations will be made at the next board meeting.)  The Village could lease the fogger for four to six months and then return for repairs.  The committee also talked about MFT funds that are left from fiscal ’08 (Approx. $4,000) that can still be spent in this year for road, alley or sidewalk repairs.  This will be reviewed and suggestions will be presented to the board.  Tholen will talk with Jim Wheeler about tilling and rolling alleys as soon as the weather breaks.
Railroad Crossing (CSX Crossing): CSX has been called and some work orders have been set up to see if something can be done about the Railroad crossings at Main Street and also on Illinois Street.  Engineers will first pick up on the request and look at the crossings to see what needs to be done.  If village feels work is not being completed in a timely matter, should then contact Tim Johnson’s office and inform of situation.
POLICE, SAFETY AND HEALTH: Harshbarger reported that a police committee meeting was held on February 6, 2008 at 7 p.m. with Streit, Litwiller, Harshbarger – Chairman and Mayor Wallace.  Harshbarger read the police report for the month of January 2008: miles driven, 2686; fuel used, 285.06; traffic stops, 64; citations, 42; warnings 34; calls for service, 33; motorist assists, 2; traffic crashes, 1; DUI arrests, 1; domestic disputes, 1; criminal arrests, 3; ordinance violations, 1; agency assists, 1; fire/medical calls, 9; report submitted by Atwood Police Chief Dustin Heuerman.
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT, TOURISM AND SPECIAL PROJECTS: Streit reported that the civic improvement committee met on February 6, 2008 at 8:05 p.m. with Streit – Chairman, Litwiller, Harshbarger and Police Chief Dustin Heuerman present.  

The Village has received a response from the bank that the Village thought was in control of the Wall’s property on South Main Street.  The bank is not the owner of the property, and responded by saying that they are not to be held liable for the condition of the building.  The committee feels that this is progress since the Village can now pursue the actual owners to get a resolution to the health hazard imposed by the property.

Streit reported that he has invited Kenny Schwengel, Superintendent of the Atwood-Hammond School District, to the informational meeting on February 27th regarding a possible TIF District, since this could affect the school district’s tax base.  Litwiller will invite a representative from the Fire Protection District and Streit will contact someone from the Library District as well.

Streit would like to invite any community members who might be involved at any level in a grant request process to join in a grant writing support group hosted by Parkland College’s Director of College Development, Donna Camp.  This support group will help each other discuss what works well in grant requests, allow for review of new grant proposals, and is good for networking with other charitable organizations.  Meeting dates will be forwarded for inclusion on the Village of Atwood web site, upon completion.

This Committee has not received any further input from the Chamber of Commerce or the Atwood Economic Development Committee regarding the creation of the Atwood web site.  The committee feels that the Village’s portion should be up and running as a resource for the community, and is sending off information to the web designer.  The Chamber’s and Economic Development information can be included when they forward their information.  The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m.  The TIF meeting is scheduled for February 27th at the municipal building.
BUILDINGS & INSURANCE, PARK, PROPERTY & WASTE MANAGEMENT: Litwiller reported that a building and insurance committee meeting was held February 6, 2008 at 8:43 p.m. with Litwiller – Chairman, Streit, Harshbarger and Chief Heuerman present.  The committee will check into insurance on a drug dog, may be able to get a dog for free.  Village can get dental through Aflac if more than three sign up would cost $20 instead of $30.  Aflac rep will be here March 13th for Village employees that want to attend.  Litwiller would like to see youth activities start this summer at the park, possibly soccer; community wide picnic event at the park; farmers market once a month at the park or uptown to also help businesses; and classes at the park on soccer, cheerleading, etc.  The committee will work on some estimated costs and forward them on to the finance committee.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS:

WALL PROPERTY: Mayor Wallace will talk to Bill Plank about demolition of Wall’s buildings.  Village needs to contact owner but the property is in foreclosure/bankruptcy pending.

STUDENT ZONING BOARD MEMBER: Streit reported that the zoning board would like to have a high school student as a zoning board member.  There was a name forwarded by the school but the student is not within the village’s zoning limits so it is back to the drawing board.  

NEW BUSINESS:
POLICE ITEMS/POLICE COMPUTER AND REPORT WRITING SOFTWARE: Streit reported that the police committee would like to see a couple of upgrades a month for the police department.  The police department has had one computer crash and the other computer is so old that it will not support the report writing software needed.  A new Dell computer would cost $998; the report writing software is $495 and the cost of the tech support for one year is $600.  Mayor Wallace reported that there is $44,000 left in the police budget and at the average rate of spending $15-$17,000/month that would add up to $45,000.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to purchase a Dell computer for $998, report writing software for $495 and tech support for one year for $600 for the police department, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Litwiller, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Tholen, yes; Greek, yes; Clack, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.  Streit reported that the police committee discussed having a taser to rotate through the officers who are qualified.  This would be a non lethal way to stop suspects.  This will be tabled so the community has time to respond or give input on the use of a taser.  There would be no cost to the village.  The taser the village would be using would come from Douglas County.  
PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the bills as presented with the amendment of an additional amount of $495 for the report writing software, seconded by Clack.  VOTING: Greek, yes; Tholen, yes; Litwiller, yes; Streit, yes; Clack, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.  
ATWOOD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION: Lori Murphy was present representing the AEDC.  Murphy would like the village’s support.  Streit stated that he would like to give more money to the AEDC to attract, retain and expand in the village.  There may be grants available in the amount $750,000.  Mayor Wallace would like to know that a TIF district would be approved by the citizens of the Village of Atwood before money is spent.  Cerro Gordo just received a TIF district through an attorney in Bloomington, Illinois that cost in excess of $50,000 to have set up.  To set up a TIF district could cost the Village of Atwood more because located in two counties.  John Lyons has suspended starting a new subdivision for a year to see what Futuregen does.  Growth brings funds into a TIF district.  

CHAMBER: Stephanie Wierman invited the village board to the Chamber of Commerce annual dinner to be held April 10th, at 6:30 p.m. at the grade school cafeteria.  After the meal the U of I Wheelchair team will play a basketball game with citizens of Atwood.  The Easter egg hunt will be held March 22nd at the park.  The chamber has approved the templates for the web site and getting other things ready to launch web site.  Streit reported that the Zoning and Village minutes from 2006 to 2008 are ready for the web site. 
Grant Writing workshops are free and four dates have been set, will have information on Atwood web site.
Mayor Wallace thanked Phyllis Hendrickson for attending the Village board meeting.  The key to the Village was well deserved for her thirty years in business.  Phyllis also thanked the village for the key to the village.

ADJOURNED: MOTION: Greek made a motion to adjourn seconded by Tholen.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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