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Village of Atwood, minutes

January 16, 2006


VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

January 16, 2006

Village President Gene A. Greek brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Joe Dyer, Brian Lynch, Vevalee Smith, Shirley Schable and Fred Harshbarger.

Mayor Greek swore in new trustee Steve Whisnant.  Whisnant then joined the members of the board.

MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Smith.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

WATER & SEWER: Lynch reported that the water and sewer committee met on January 11th at the municipal building to discuss the water main replacement on Kentucky Street that will be going under the railroad tracks.  Phase one of the project will cost $10,000 to $15,000 with phase II being contracted out.  The reasoning for contracting out the phase II project is the age of the mains and going under the railroad tracks.  The vibration of the trains on the tracks can take its toll on old water mains over time.  The Village does not want to see a major leak in the main going to the south part of town.  The funds for phase I are available but the phase II project will have to be bid out.  The Village became aware of another problem when there was a power outage that lasted 12 to13 hours.  It was noted that the generator for the water tower is antiquated and needs to be updated.  The Village has been using a tractor with a power take off.  The village would need to procure funds in the amount of $22,000 to $25,000 for a new generator.  Letters will be sent out to the Village of Atwood’s Federal and State Senators and Representatives asking if there are any monies available for a generator.  The water and sewer committee also discussed the central metering of the trailer court.  Right now each trailer is metered.  If one big meter is read, then the Village would send the, owner of the trailer court, the bill and the owner would be responsible for paying.  No action taken right now while searching for more data.  The water and sewer committee was concerned with the oil that was brought into the sewer system from Patient’s.  A letter will be sent to Patient’s about an oil separator and if operating properly, so oil doesn’t enter into the Village’s system.
FINANCE: Schable reported that a finance committee meeting was held on January 12th at 7 p.m. at the municipal building with Schable, Smith, Greek, and Lynch present.  The committee reviewed the monthly bills and bank statement.  The committee discussed the annual budget with a tentative budget to be ready by the February meeting and a close to final budget ready to be presented at the March meeting.  The budget will need to be a flat budget with no increases over last year’s budget.
POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly police department activity report for December 2005.  Patrol miles driven, 2,964; fuel used, 295.6 gallons; traffic stops, 14; warnings issued, 4; citations written, 10; police reports, 7; motorist assists, 3; juvenile complaints, 1; theft reports, 1; vandalism reports, 1; domestic disputes, 1; ordinance violations issued, 1; calls out of town, 5; fire/medical calls, 7; report submitted by Atwood Police Chief Michael Keenan.  Chief Keenan will be attending a two day mandatory training in Springfield at no cost to the Village; the State will pay for the training.
STREET & ALLEY: Dyer read Rick Myers street and alley report for December/January.  Jetted sewer lines, emptied the trash uptown, replaced lift station at Sloan’s Implement, read meters in Forest Estates, worked on blower at the sewer plant, filled bin with salt for roads, water shut offs, helped with sewer repairs in Oak’s Addition, helped repair water leak on East Orchard Avenue, took down Christmas decorations and put in storage, repaired lights in Municipal Building, cleaned catch basins, getting estimates for sidewalk replacement for summer, ran water and sewer test on weekends.  The village received a call about water standing on the corner of Orchard and Wisconsin.  Myers went there and looked it over and will fill with rock when water is gone and when time permits will fill with asphalt.  Myers is also looking at drainage in this area to see if there is any room for improvement.  The street and alley will have a committee meeting in the near future to discuss the upcoming improvements of sidewalks and roads.
PARKS: Dyer reported the he will be placing a call to Mike Dixon who heads the Piatt County Forest Preserve.  Dixon called and had asked about the placement of the concrete pad for handicap parking near the pavilion.  Dixon was also asking about the repair of the roof of the storage building.
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT: Smith reported that a civic improvement meeting was held on December 22, at 2 p.m. at the municipal building.  Those present were Joe Dyer and Vevalee Smith.  Looking into a location for a habitat house (corner of West Forest and North Indiana?), and possibility of other properties that have been abandoned.  Clean up of property on East Cedar Avenue, other properties in need of clean up and vehicles in violation.  Smith has spoken with Chief Keenan about these situations.  Bottomland on SW side of South Main Street needs cleaned up for mosquito control.  Panhandle has cleaned out where pipeline runs.  Dyer brought up the possibility of upgrading landscaping and cleaning up mini-park east of the municipal building and dedicating it to Mayor Romine whom this area was special too.  *This committee is quite concerned with the deterioration and un-kept properties in our Village – also inoperable/no licensed vehicles and refuses on properties.  The committee will work in conjunction with the Police, Safety and Health committee chaired by Fred Harshbarger, Shirley Schable and Brian Lynch, assisted by Chief Keenan.  Ordinances are in place; therefore, we must keep on top of this on-going problem.

OLD BUSINESS:

AMBULANCE SERVICE: Greek, Schable, Lynch, Gary Appleby and Rocky Warner met to discuss dividing the cost of an ambulance service between the Village of Atwood, Garrett Township and the Village of Garrett.  The idea would be to divide the cost by population.  The cost would start out at $6,000/year with a 4% increase over each of five years.  The cost would be divided as follows: Village of Atwood, $3,400; Garrett Township, $1,800; and Village of Garrett, $600.  If Garrett Township and Village of Garrett are not interested the Village of Atwood would have to pick up the total cost for ambulance service.  Garrett Township held a meeting on January 13th and the Village of Garrett will be holding a meeting on February 1st.  The Village of Atwood has not heard back from either one yet.  Budget preparation will have to take into consideration the cost of ambulance service.
TIF DISTRICT: There was a long discussion about the TIF District with audience input.  The Village board decided to leave the subject of a TIF District tabled so it can be revisited.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: Harshbarger gave a phone number to Dave Schmidt to call about a lot for sale.  The lot does not have to be in Piatt County.  Schmidt looking into other lots in the Village that might be a possibility site for a Habitat house to be built.

ZONING ORDINANCE: MOTION: Lynch made a motion to accept ordinance 06-O-1 an ordinance amending Article 2 Section 201: Definitions of Mobile Home and Mobile Home Park, also adding three definitions: Modular Unit or Modular Home, Travel Trailer and Park Model Type One and Type Two of the Municipal Zoning Code Atwood, Illinois, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Whisnant, yes; Lynch, yes; Dyer, yes; motion carried.
DOUGLAS COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL: No need for discussion at this time.
BUILDING INSPECTOR PAYMENT: The building inspector fees need to be changed since the fees were based on the permit fees.  Before the change the building inspector received all of a $10 fee, and half of $20 and $30 fees.  Building permit fees are now determined by charging so much a square foot.  The board would like to know what the average was paid in the last few years before a decision is made.

PIATT COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE: Dyer reported that Mike Dixon of the Piatt County Forest Preserve may have misunderstood the request of a $350 increase in the Forest Preserve Agreement last year.  This increase was requested due to the increase in fuel costs for mowing the park, etc.  The Village was only asking permission to build a handicap concrete pad for a parking space and to re-roof the small building on the north side of the forest preserve lot.
ATWOOD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE/AEDC: The Village received two letters from the Atwood Chamber of Commerce and Atwood Economic Development Corporation.  The first letter was in regards to renaming Central Avenue to Horty Romine Avenue in memory of Mayor Horty Romine.  The second letter was asking the board to move forward with a TIF District.  
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to pay the bills as presented, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Lynch, yes; Whisnant, yes; Smith, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

LIBRARY: Schable sent best wishes to the library board on the new expansion of the library.
ADJOURN: MOTION: Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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