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Village of Atwood, minutes

March 19, 2007

VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

March 19, 2007

Village President Brian Lynch brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Steve Whisnant, Shirley Schable, Vevalee Smith, Fred Harshbarger, Joe Dyer and Joe Streit.

MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.

WATER AND SEWER: Smith reported that the water and sewer committee met with Fred Harshbarger and Chairman Vevalee Smith in attendance.

Opening of bid, as advertised on a new tractor mower was held – only one bid was received from Sloan Implement – John Deere, Atwood, IL.  Bid was made on specifications advertised and the amount submitted was $17,350 for a John Deere #3120.  Committee recommends to the Board, at their March 19th meeting, that we authorize purchase of the #3120 John Deere tractor/mower at the bid price of $17,350.00.

No other business coming before the committee, it was adjourned on motion by Fred Harshbarger, seconded by Vevalee Smith.

FINANCE, PERSONNEL & CABLE TV: Schable reported that a Finance Committee meeting was called to order by Vevalee Smith, chairman pro-tem with Fred Harshbarger attending.  Purpose of said meeting was to review the final copy of the Village of Atwood budget for the fiscal year 2008.  Gene Greek had been requested to attend and was present.
The proposed 2008 budget was again reviewed and will be presented to the Board for questions.  Said budget will be presented for approval at the regular April meeting.

Upon review of the bills, Fred Harshbarger made a motion to accept the bills as presented – Vevalee Smith seconded motion.
Payment for John Deere mower will be made – 50% Water & Sewer; 50% Streets & Alleys accounts.

No other business coming before the meeting it adjourned on motion by Fred Harshbarger, seconded by Vevalee Smith.

POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly department activity report for February 2007.  Patrol miles driven, 2,002; fuel used, 242.8 gallons; traffic stops, 24; warnings issued, 5; citations written, 19; police reports, 17; motorist assists, 7; traffic crashes, 2; DUI arrests, 1; theft reports, 1; criminal arrests, 5; ordinance violations issued, 1; calls out of town, 5; fire/medical calls, 6; Additional information: On February 12th, Officer Ponder attended a one-day DUI update training course.  The final two days of the course were cancelled due to the weather.  While off-duty, Officer Ponder volunteered to teach the Netsmartz internet safety course to Tuscola H.S. faculty on February 20th.
Part-time officer Steve Stolte was sworn in on February 26th.  He has extensive training and experience with state certifications in breath alcohol testing, as a firearm instructor and as a juvenile officer.  Reported submitted by Atwood Chief of Police Michael Keenan.

STREET & ALLEY: Dyer reported that the street, zoning and mosquito committee met March 15th at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.  In attendance were Joe Streit, Steve Whisnant, Chairman, Joe Dyer and Gene Greek.  The committee discussed budgeting issues for the upcoming year and talked how the physical budgets overlap with the State Motor Fuel Tax and the Village.  The committee also talked about the purchase of the mower for the village.  It was discussed that ½ of the purchase would come from the street and alley fund and ½ from the water and sewer fund.  The committee talked briefly about employee evaluations and agreed that no evaluations would be done at this time.  A new process for evaluating employees will be looked into for the start of FY/09.  
Street and Alley Report was submitted by Rick Myers and read by Dyer.  Fixed water leak on N. Illinois Street, cleaned snow away from storm drains, ran water and sewer weekends, repaired backhoe, worked on brine tank, cut trench for water to drain off, jetted sewer line on N. Main Street, fixed lights uptown, emptied trash from uptown, worked on Dodge’s snow plow lights, jetted sewer on W. Elm Avenue, unloaded road and softener salt, worked on drive on N. Ohio Street, repaired lights in Municipal building, cleaned gates and weres at sewer plant, patched holes at Grade School drive, located and repaired water leak on W. Forest Avenue and read water meters.
PARK: Dyer reported that he will be checking into the Piatt County Forest Preserve Agreement.  Park open but there will be no water turned on until April 1, 2007.

WATER & SEWER MAIN STREET PROJECT: Smith reported that there will be a meeting on the Main Street water main project on Tuesday, at 1 p.m. by the Atwood police station.  Engineer Andy Hanfland believes work will begin this Friday weather permitting.  There will be a detour for a few days on W. Elm Avenue, alley beside Kel’s Place and Main Street during this project.  The hope is that this project will be completed in two weeks.
OLD BUSINESS:
FY’08 BUDGET: Schable presented the FY’08 budget to the Village board for review.  The board has concerns about the cost of utilities for the water and sewer plants and the street lighting fund.  If the street lighting costs exceed what the village could levy for the remainder of the expenditures will have to come out of the general fund.  A question was brought up about the line item of dog catcher and if it should remain in the budget since the police department takes care of animal problems now?  All village trustees need to go over the budget before the April meeting and let Schable know if they see any problems in it.  Ambulance contract is ok.  The village has not heard back from Drew Hole, Administrator of the City of Tuscola.  The first payment has been made per the contract and the second payment will be made in May after FY’08 begins.  Mayor Lynch asked Cindy Ard, Village Clerk to contact Drew Hole to see where the paper work and signature pages are for the ambulance contract.

MEDIACOM: Schable suggested that the village have Attorney Marsha L. Combs-Skinner look over the franchise fee agreement between the Village of Atwood and Mediacom to see what her recommendations would be on proceeding.  The agreement is not over until 2010 but received a letter from Mediacom stating that conversations are to start now concerning the franchise agreement.  The Village also received a letter from Mediacom stating that there will be a rate increase of $3.00 for expanded basic customers.
ZONING BOOK ORDINANCE: MOTION: Streit made a motion to enact Ordinance Number 07-O-1 an Ordinance to enact a new zoning code for the Village of Atwood, Douglas and Piatt Counties, Illinois seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; Dyer, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS:
MOWER BIDS: MOTION: Schable made a motion to purchase the new John Deere tractor/mower per bid specs from Sloan Implement Company in the amount of $17,350, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Dyer, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.
CIMOA: The CIMOA meeting will be held in Hoopeston, Illinois.  There will be no one from the Village attending.

ECONOMIC INTEREST PAPERS: Please fill out, sign and date economic interest papers and return to Cindy, ASAP.
TOURIST CENTER AGREEMENT: Schable reported that the AEDC and Chamber of Commerce are requesting the renewal of the Tourist Center Agreement.  The agreement would be the same as before with the building being available for use by the AEDC and Chamber of Commerce starting April 1, 2007 until October 31, 2007 with the rent to be $1/month.  The Village will pay for the expenses incurred for the following utilities (electricity, gas and water) up to $1,000.  The Village will take care of the regular cleaning expenses of the Tourist Center.  The AEDC and Chamber of Commerce will assume responsibility for all long distance telephone calls made from the tourist center and will also provide the staffing.  MOTION: Schable made a motion to enter into the agreement for rental of the Tourist Center by the AEDC and Chamber of Commerce as before, seconded by Streit.  VOTING: Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Dyer, yes; Streit, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.
WOMEN’S CLUB: Blanche Bishop and Bernice Powell were present to discuss a community improvement project.  For several summers the Women’s Club has taken care of the flowers in the barrels uptown.  The barrels are falling apart and need replaced.  The Women’s Club will purchase the flowers.  The village will check into concrete flower containers to replace the barrels.  There was a request for the cow in front of the old meat locker be removed and the barrel beside it.  The cow has become an eye sore.  There are seven barrels on the east side of Main Street, seventeen barrels on the west side of Main Street and two barrels on the way to the Post Office for a total of twenty six flower containers.  Also need to have the freezer behind Lee’s Bakery removed, it is a hazard.
PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept the bills as presented, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Dyer, yes; Streit, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

CLEAN UP DAY:  Dyer will research on how the village would like to proceed with clean up day this year.  The Village is looking at scheduling clean up day for June 9th.  Check into metal dumpsters but also talk with Anderson’s about picking up metal.
MUTUAL AID EMERGENCY HIGHWAY OPERATIONS SYSTEM AGREEMENT: This is an agreement that the village will share equipment during disasters. Ok with the board, Mayor Lynch will sign the agreement.

FORUM: Stephanie Wierman stated that the Chamber of Commerce and AEDC want to thank those who participated or attended the forum that was set up for the school board and village board candidates running for office in the consolidated election April 17, 2007.
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING: Reminder that the next village board meeting will be held Monday, April 23, 2007 at 7 p.m.  The meeting was moved to the fourth Monday so as many April invoices as possible could get in to this fiscal year.

ADJOURN: MOTION: Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Dyer.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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