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Village of Atwood, minutes

January 16, 2007


VILLAGE OF ATWOOD
Board of Trustees Meeting

January 16, 2007

Village President Brian K. Lynch brought the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the Village of Atwood municipal building.  Those recorded present were Fred Harshbarger, Shirley Schable, Vevalee Smith, Steve Whisnant and Joe Streit.  Joe Dyer was recorded absent.

MINUTES: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the minutes as presented seconded by Whisnant.  VOTING: All aye; with Streit abstaining; motion carried.
WATER & SEWER: Smith reported that a committee meeting was not held for water and sewer this month.  IEPA reports have been filed.  A new tractor/mower for the village will cost $18,000 - $20,000.  Smith will discuss with Dyer how to proceed and hopefully have the tractor/mower in hand by April 1, 2007 for the start of the mowing season.  The cost of the tractor/mower is divided between the water & sewer and street & alley funds.  There is not a start date yet for the Main Street water main project.
POLICE: Harshbarger read the monthly department activity report for December 2006.  Patrol miles driven, 2,070 miles; fuel used, 295.5 gallons; traffic stops, 55; warnings used, 10; citations written, 52; police reports, 15; motorist assists, 3; traffic crashes, 1; juvenile complaints, 2; theft reports, 1; vandalism reports, 1; domestic disputes, 2; criminal arrests, 2; burglaries vehicles, 5; calls out of town, 5; fire/medical calls, 3; additional information: On December 13th Atwood PD hosted the monthly Douglas County law enforcement intelligence meeting.  Personnel from area agencies along with individuals from the U.S. Justice Department, State of Illinois Conservation and the East Central Illinois Task Force were in attendance.  Also, in December, Chief Keenan was appointed to the Douglas County E-911 Board.  This police report was submitted by Atwood Police Chief Michael F. Keenan.  Chief Keenan also submitted the 2006 Atwood police department yearly report of Patrol miles driven, fuel usage, traffic stops and citations, with a total revenue from fines in 2006 being $11,672.15.
STREETS & ALLEYS: Streit read the street and alley report submitted by Rick Myers in the absence of Dyer.  Dumped trash and picked up boulevard, assisted Romine with lift station at John Deere, maintenance on lighting up town, assisted Romine jetting a sewer at #10 Forest Estates, cleaned up debris behind library, cleaned lift stations and gutters, cut new ditches and drug alleys, dumped trash uptown, lowered flags to half staff, cleaned grates at sewer plant, ran water and sewer tests on weekends, helped Romine pull #2 well, took down part of the Christmas decorations, maintenance of street vehicles, helped repair water leak on West Orchard Avenue, repaired electrical box at park pavilion, jetted sewer line on West Hickory Avenue, helped with water leak on North Iowa Street, attended meeting with Piatt County Engineer in Monticello concerning new Street signs and jetted sewer line at 219 North Iowa Street.
Streit read the street and alley committee minutes from the January 13, 2007 meeting.  Those in attendance were Dyer, Streit and Rick Myers.  The meeting began at 9 a.m.  Myers spoke to the committee about his recent attendance at a meeting held with the Piatt County Engineer.  This meeting was held in Monticello and was to inform the municipalities about the grant for street sign replacement.  Myers explained that this grant has requirements for the recipients to follow, such as following guidelines about placement and record keeping.  The engineer also suggested that each street superintendent attend classes that will explain these guidelines.  The class and location will be announced at a later date.  These classes are expected to be two, ½ days.  The village is also going to need to purchase a book of guidelines for approximately $150.  The village should expect to receive the signs in about three months.  Myers will give the committee updates as information is received.
The committee also talked about additional employees for the street and alley department for the upcoming year.  The committee came to the agreement that the personnel committee handle the hiring of an employee.  The street and alley committee will meet later in the month of January and have additional information for the qualifications for this position.  The meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m.
FINANCE, PERSONNEL & CABLE TV: Schable reported that a finance, personnel & cable TV committee meeting was held January 11, 2007 at the municipal building.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Schable at 7 p.m.  Committee members present were Vevalee Smith and Steve Whisnant.  Also in attendance was Mayor Brian Lynch.

The bills were reviewed for payment.  Smith made a motion to approve the bills for payment as presented; Whisnant seconded the motion and it carried.  Future expenses that the Village will have to address in this calendar year were discussed.  Lynch emphasized the impact the AmerenCILCO electric rate increase will have on the Village.  Increasing water rates was discussed as being needed.  Lynch stated that a water needs study could be performed for the Village at no cost.

The Finance Committee recommends that all employees and Committee Chairmen continue to look for ways to reduce expenses.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS:

TOM BREWER:  Tom Brewer was not present at the board meeting.
PETITIONS: Nominating petitions may be turned in to the Village Clerk January 29, 2007 at 8 a.m. through February 5, 2007, 5 p.m.

BEER TENT: Smith brought the subject of the beer tent up that was discussed and approved at the October 2006 board meeting.  Smith feels that the board acted to quickly.  Another beer tent in a town of 1290 is too many.  The suggested site of the beer tent in the parking lot of P & C Market at the corner of South Main Street and West Elm Avenue is a very busy corner.  The Village board has presumed that this is OK with Mr. Peebles owner of the market.  This beer tent will be located at the main part of the festival.  If the beer tent is allowed it is on the books.  Smith feels that this situation needs to be studied further.  Relocate to downtown area.  Rena Williams has a beer tent at the back of her establishment.  Williams runs a good business and has dram shop.  The cost of the dram shop is $700, who is working beer tent; need to give another look, motorcycle show, and parking problems, etc.  Streit read the paragraph concerning the beer tent and the motion made from the October 2006 board meeting.  MOTION: Smith made a motion to rescind the motion made concerning the beer tent at the October 16, 2006 board meeting until a safety/feasibility study is made and presented at the February 2007 board meeting, second (no second, motion dies).

NEW BUSINESS:

ZONING ORDINANCE CHANGES: Streit reported that the zoning ordinance book has been proofed and changes made: wrong section names, misspellings, number clarifications, rearrangements, capitalization/punctuation and an addition of an actual table of contents at the front; with the index being moved to the end of the zoning book.  Streit would like to see the zoning ordinance on the web.  Streit retyped the whole zoning ordinance and saved it.  The zoning map has been put on a PDF file so zoning areas can be easily read.  Tyson Wingler is the chairman of the zoning board of appeals.  MOTION: Streit made a motion to approve zoning ordinance summary of changes to zoning book for rewrite submitted by the Village of Atwood Zoning Board of Appeals, seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Schable, yes; Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
Streit reported that there is a zoning board of appeals vacancy upon Streit being appointed to the Village board.  It has been suggested that a high school student (sophomore) could serve on the zoning board their junior and senior years of high school.  The student would be a voting member of the zoning board.  Villa Grove has a student on their zoning board.  Zoning board chairman Tyson Wingler will contact the High School for a recommendation of a student to this position.

HABITAT LOT: There was no one present to discuss this further.
PERSONNEL: The Personnel Committee received notice that Kevin Mante has accepted a position in Arthur and will be resigning his full time position from the Village of Atwood Police Department.  Discussion ensued at the committee meeting regarding replacing Officer Mante.  Since his probationary period had not been completed, this Committee recommends that the Village offer the position to the second highest scoring candidate during the interview process.  
Butch Hendrix also resigned as of January 20 2007 from his part time police officer position with the Village of Atwood.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION: MOTION: Schable made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss police personnel at 7:26 p.m., seconded by Smith.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Streit, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Smith, yes; Schable, yes; motion carried.

REGULAR SESSION:  Entered regular session at 7:32 p.m.

RESIGNATION: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to accept the resignation of Kevin Mante effective January 23, 2007, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Streit, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.

POLICE HIRE: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to hire Cliff Ponder as a Village of Atwood full time police officer at pay agreed upon in interview, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: Streit, yes; Smith, yes; Whisnant, yes; Schable, yes; Harshbarger, yes; motion carried.
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES: MOTION: Schable made a motion to accept the bills as presented, seconded by Harshbarger.  VOTING: Whisnant, yes; Harshbarger, yes; Schable, yes; Smith, yes; Streit, yes; motion carried.
AMERENCILCO ELECTRIC INCREASES: Lynch stated that he has contacted the State of Illinois for a rate study of the last four years to determine money situation.  Need to offset expenditures of higher electric rate.  Hope to have study completed by the April board meeting.  The agency that does the studies is backlogged.  The study is done free of charge.  The Village will not be able to swallow up all of the increases in cost of electricity.
ADJOURN: MOTION: Harshbarger made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Schable.  VOTING: All aye; motion carried.
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